
Contents

List of Figures page ix
List of Tables x
Preface xi

Introduction: “An Imaginary Knowledge of the Perfect Truth”
Meets the Risk-Uncertainty Conundrum 1
1. Why This Book? (5). 2. The Risk-Uncertainty Conundrum (13).

3. Newtonianism and Humanism as Sweet Common Sense (21)

1 Worldviews and Small and Large Worlds 31
1. Dilthey and Weber (32). 2. Worldviews (42). 3. Objective and Subjective

Probabilities in Small and Large Worlds (48). 4. Conclusion (60)

2 Small and Large Worlds, Post-Newtonianism
and Para-Humanism 63
1. From Small to Large Worlds: Context, Process, Language (64).

2. Post-Newtonianism (78). 3. Para-Humanism (89). 4. Conclusion (100)

3 Theories, Models, and Methods 103
1. The Narrative Turn (105). 2. Theories and Models as Stories (108).

3. Methods: Experiments and Experimentation (115). 4. Simplicity,

Complexity, and the Risk-Uncertainty Conundrum (126)

4 Risk and Uncertainty in Finance 133
1. Risk and Rationalism (137). 2. Uncertainty and Convention (145).

3. The Hybrid World of Risk and Uncertainty (156). 4. Central Bankers

Talking to Markets (161). 5. Extensions and Reflections (167)

5 The Missiles of 1962 175
1. October Crisis.1: Brinkmanship, Emotions, and Fear in a Small

World (178). 2. October Crisis.2: Organizational Malfunctioning (188).

3. October Crisis.3: Post-Newtonianism and Nuclear Politics (193).

4. Jargon Anesthetizing Awful Possibilities: Language and the October

Crisis (202). 5. The Bargaining Model of War (208). 6. The Fragility

of a Crazy Politics (214)

vii

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009675819
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 216.73.216.221, on 05 Dec 2025 at 22:47:28, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009675819
https://www.cambridge.org/core


6 Global Warming and Artificial Intelligence 222
1. The Small World of Climate Change: Geoengineering (229). 2. The Large

World of the Biosphere: Anthropocene and Time (246). 3. Technosphere,

Consciousness, and Language in the Era of AI (255). 4. Conclusion (269)

7 Control and Protean Power in Small and Large Worlds 272
1. Control and Protean Power (275). 2. Power in Small and Large Worlds:

Ten Case Studies (287). 3. Language and Power (296). 4. Protean Power

and Fortuna (304)

Conclusion: Re-sizing Worlds 309
1. Recapitulation (311). 2. Arts and Sciences: The Unity of

Knowledge (317). 3. Eclecticism and Experimentalism (329).

4. Peering into the Future (333). 5. Moral Luck, Policy, and

Pragmatism (340). 6. Uncertainty in Religion and Science (350)

References 358
Index 447

viii Contents

use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009675819
Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 216.73.216.221, on 05 Dec 2025 at 22:47:28, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of

https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009675819
https://www.cambridge.org/core



