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On the condition that the straight line
Ix + my + nz = 0

should be a normal to the conic
(a, b, c, f, g, h)(x, y, zf = 0

the co-ordinates being trilinear.

By R. H. PINKERTON, M.A.

1. The condition in question may be found by using the follow-
ing theorem:—

If the equation in trilinear co-ordinates

~F(x, y, z) = (M, v, w, u', v', w')(x, y, zf = 0 .. (A)

represents a pair of straight lines, then the line whose equation is

Ix + my + nz = 0 (B)

will be perpendicular to one of those lines if
~F(l — mcosC - rtcosB, in — ncosA - fcosO, n - icosB - ?»cosC) = 0 (C)
where A, B, C are the angles of the fundamental triangle.
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