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Cover The Bus del Budrio cave in northern Italy is home 
to the threatened planarian Dendrocoelum italicum. The first 
survey of this flatworm since its description 79 years earlier 
revealed that the underground stream supplying water to 
the pool from which the species was first described had 
been diverted, severely reducing the available habitat for 
the species. In the first habitat restoration performed in 
a cave for the conservation of a flatworm, the water-diverting 
structure was removed, resulting in the restoration of a large, 
stable pool inside the cave. This created an optimal habitat 
for the species, with increased availability of prey and 
a stable population. For further details, see pp. 216–221. 
(Photograph © Luana Aimar).
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