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(Received 3 August 1965) 

1. Introduct ion 

DEFINITION 1. A real algebra A is a real vector space in which an 
operation of multiplication is defined satisfying the following conditions: 

(i) a.{xy) = (txx)y = x(tx.y); 
(ii) (x+y)z = xz+yz; 
(hi) x{y-\-z) — xy-\-xz 

for arbitrary x, y, z e A and any real number a. 
All algebras considered in this paper are supposed to have an identity 

element (denoted by e) but are not assumed associative or finite-dimensional. 

DEFINITION 2 . A norm on A is a real-valued function x |\x\| on A with 
the properties 

(a) \\x+y\\ ^ ||a:|| + ||i,||; 
(b) | |a* | | = | « | - ||a;||; 
(c) 0 if * # 0; 
(d) 11*1/11 ^ ||*|| -II2/H; 
(e) | |«|| = 1. 

Here *, y are arbitrary elements belonging to A, and a is an arbitrary real 
number. 

DEFINITION 3. A prehilbert algebra is a normed algebra on which a 
positive definite inner product (*, y) is defined, so that | |* | | 2 = ( * , * ) . 

DEFINITION 4 . A normed algebra A is said to be absolute-valued if 
ll*»ll = IWI-llyll for all x.yeA. 

DEFINITION 5. The unit element e is said to be regular if there exists 
only one hyperplane of support to the unit sphere S = (*| | |*|| = 1} at e. 
(See § 3 for equivalent definitions and details.) 

DEFINITION 6 . Let A-denote an algebra and A(x) the subalgebra gen­
erated by the identity and an element *. A is called 
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194 Emanuel Strzelecki [2]

(i) algebraic if A (x) is finite dimensional;
(ii) one-sided alternative if for all x, y e A

(a) x*y = x{xy) or (b) xy2 = {xy)y;

(iii) power-associative if A (x) is associative for all x.

It was proved by K. Urbanik and F. B. Wright [9] that a real absolute-
valued algebra with identity is isomorphic to the real numbers (2?), the
complex numbers (C), the quaternions {Q) or the Cayley numbers (D).

The author ([8], Theorem 2) has proved that an algebraic one-sided
alternative real normed algebra with a regular unit element is isometrically
isomorphic to R, C, Q or D.

L. Ingelstam ([2], Theorem 3.1) obtained the same assertion for alter-
native real prehilbert algebras with identity. (The algebra was not assumed
algebraic.) However, the assumption that the algebra is prehilbert algebra
is more restrictive than the requirement of regularity of the unit element
because in any prehilbert algebra every element x with ||a;|| = 1 is regular.

We will show that every power associative real normed algebra with a
regular unit element is an algebraic prehilbert algebra.

2. Convex functionals and tangent functions

DEFINITION. A real-valued function p(x) defined on all of the vector
space 3E is said to be convex if

(a) p(x) > 0;
(b) p(x) < + oo;
(c) p(«x) =« a.p{x) for a ^ 0;

(d) p
LEMMA 2.1. Let p(x) be a convex functional defined on a linear space X.

Then \j>(p-\-ya)^p{a)1Jy is an increasing function of the positive variable
y for arbitrary fixed a, b in £. The limit

T(8, a) = ]im$[j>{b+ya)-p{b)]
y-o+

exists for each a, b in 36.
For proof of Lemma 2.1 as well as of Lemma 2.2 see [1]; V.9.

DEFINITION. If p(x) is a convex functional, then the function r(x, y)
defined for x, y e 3£ by

r(x, y) - lim $U>

is called the tangent function of P(x)i
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[3] Power-associative regular real normed algebras 195

LEMMA 2.2. Let r(x, y) be the tangent function of a convex functional p(x)
defined in a linear space 36. Then

(a) r{x,y) ^p(y);
(b) r(x, yx+y2) ^ r(x, y1)+r(x, y2);
(c) r(x, ay) = OLT(X, y) for a jjg 0;

(d) -r(x, -y) ^r(x,y);
(e) T(X, ax) = ap(x).

LEMMA 2.3. Let a, b be fixed vectors in a linear space •£ and let r(x, y) be
the tangent function of a convex functional p(x) defined in 3E. Then the function

= r(b-\-l-a, a) does not decrease as f -> +oo.

PROOF. We have to show that <p(i2)~<p(^x) ^ 0 when | 2 > iv By the
definition of r(x, y), we have

a, a)

7-0+

Thus, it is sufficient to verify that the expression in the brackets is
nonnegative for | 2 > £v Since

and i2~^i > 0, y > 0, by the properties (c) and (d) of a convex functional,
we get the inequality

(1) p(b+EMa) ^ (S%-S1

By the same reasoning

(2) p(b+S1a+ya) ^ (f.-fx

Adding inequalities (1) and (2) we obtain the needed result. //

LEMMA 2.4. / / a, b are fixed vectors in a linear space 36 and x{x, y)
is the tangent function of a convex functional p(x), then

lim rfi+ga, a) = p(a)'.
£-»oo

PROOF. By 2.2 (a) and 2.3 the limit exists and

(3) hm r(b+£a, a) ^p(a).
£->oo
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On the other hand, in view of the definition of a convex functional p(x) 

the following inequalities hold for y > 0, £ > 0: 

7 

1 

p{b-\-j b+Ça+yaj -p(b + $a) -jp{b) 

(f+y)^(j + «) - # ( | + « ) 

( - 6 ) . 

Hence 

(4) lim t ( 6 + | « , a) 22 >̂(#). 

The comparison of inequalities (3) and (4) yields 

limT(6+£a, a) =p(a). 11 

Lemma 2.5. 93(1) = r(b-\-^a, a) denote the function of | mentioned 
in Lemmas 2.3 aw^ 2.4. TAew /or every v there exists f 0 > v such that 

r{b+(i0+d)a, a)-r(b+zoa, a) = 0(6) 

where 0(6) denotes a function of 6 with the property 

10(d) I 
lim < + 00. 

Proof. The assertion of our Lemma follows immediately from Lemma 
2.3 inasmuch as a function which does not decrease has a finite derivative 
almost everywhere (see e.g. [6], Ch. VIII , § 2). // 

Lemma 2.6. Let px(x) and p2(x) be two convex functionals with p2(x) 
= Pi(x) for a^ x 6 Let rx(x,y) and r2(x,y) be the tangent functions of 
pi(x) and p2(x) respectively. If two vectors b and q fulfil conditions 

(a) rx(b, —q) = r^b, q) = 0, 

(b) p2(b) = p,(b), 

then r2(b, —q) = r2(b, q) = 0. 

Proof. By the definition of a tangent function 
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ta(b,q) = ]im -\j>a{b+yq)-pa(b)]
r-o+ y

^ lim - [p1(b+yq)-p1(b)] = r^b, q).
r-»o+ y

For the same reason

T2(6, -q) ^ Tl(6, - ? ) .

Therefore, by Lemma 2.2 (d) we get

0 = _ T l (6 , _ ? ) ^ _T2(&, _ ? ) ^ T2(6, q) =g Tl(6, ?) = 0.

Thus, Lemma 2.6 is proved. //

3. Regular bounding point of a convex set

DEFINITION. A point a belonging to a subset S of the linear space 36
is called an internal point of S if, for each x eH, there exists an e > 0 such
that a-\-yx e 5 for \y\ rg e. A point b e36 is called a bounding point of 5 if
6 is an internal point of neither 5 nor the complement of S.

DEFINITION. If S is a subset of a linear space 3£ and b is a bounding point
of S, a linear functional / is said to be of support to S at b iff f(x) 5j f(b)
for all x e 5. In this case the set H — {x\f{x) = /(&)} is called a hyperplane
of support to S at the point b.

DEFINITION. A bounding point & of a subset S of a linear space X is
said to be regular if there exists one and only one hyperplane H of support
to S at the point b.

DEFINITION. A set K belonging to a vector space £ is convex if x, y e K,
and 0 f£ a ^ 1, imply aa;+(l—a)i/ eif.

LEMMA 3.1. / / p(x) is a convex functional and y > 0, then the set K =
{x\p(x) sS y} is a convex set containing the origin as an internal point. The
set of bounding points is characterized by the condition p(x) = y.

For proof of this Lemma see for example [5], § 1.8.

DEFINITION. A vector r is said to be a regular point of a convex functional
P(x) if

(a) p(r) > 0,

(b) r is a regular bounding point of the set K = {x\p(x) ^ p{?)}-

THEOREM 3.2. Let $ be a linear space and r(x, y) a tangent function
of a convex functional p{x). Then if p{b) > 0, a linear functional f[x) with
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f(b) = p(b) is a functional of support to K= {x\p(x) ^p(b)} at b if and only
if —x{b, —y) ^ f{y) ^ T(6, y) for all ye%.

Conversely, if p(b) > 0, and if a is any real number and a any point
in 3£ for which

—r(b, —a) ^ a ^ r(b, a)

then there is a functional of support to K = {x\p(x) ^ p{b)} at b with f(b)

= P(b)> /(«) = «. /(*) ^ Pix) tor al1 x e *•
Notes. 1. The inequality f(x) :S p(x) follows from (a) of Lemma 2.2.

2. For the case p(b) = 1 the theorem is proved in [1], V.9.4. We get the
proof of our case putting px{x) = p(x)jp(b).

LEMMA 3.3. Let r(x, y) be the tangent function of a convex functional
p(x). If two vectors b and q fulfil the conditions p(b) > 0, r(b, q) = 0, then

(1) there exists a linear functional f(x) such that:
(a) f(b)=p(b);

(b) f(q) = 0;
(c) /(*) <p(x) for all xeH.

(2) p{b-\-£q)^p(b) for alii.

PROOF. The first assertion follows immediately from Theorem 3.2.
Now let f{x) be the linear functional for which conditions (a), (b), (c)

hold. Then
W+Sq) ^ W+Sq) = f(b) = P(b). I/

The next lemma is a direct consequence of Theorem 3.2.

LEMMA 3.4. Let r(x, y) be the tangent function of a convex functional
P(x). If p(b) > 0 then there exists a unique linear functional f(x) of support
to the convex set K — {x\p(x) ^ p(b)} at the point b with f(b) = p(b) if and
only if

—r(b, —y) = r(b, y) for all y e 36.

In this connection
f(x) = r(b,x).

Lemma 3.4 implies the following propositions:

THEOREM 3.5. Let r(x, y) be the tangent function of a convex functional
p(a). A vector r is a regular point of the convex functional p(x) if and only if

(a) p(r) > 0;

(b) — T(r, —y) = x(r,y) for all ye 1.

LEMMA 3.6. Let x(x, y) be the tangent function of a convex functional
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j>(x). If r is a regular point of the convex functional p{x), then r(r, x) is a linear
functional with r(r, r) = p{r) > 0.

LEMMA 3.7. Let r be a regular point of a convex functional p(x). If a
is an arbitrary vector in 3E, then there exists a vector q = a-\-Xr for which

x(r, -q) = r(r, q) = 0.

PROOF. By the definition of a regular point of a convex functional p(x),
P(r) > 0. Then, by Lemma 3.6, r(r, r) =/>(/") ^ 0. Now it is easy to verify
that

r(r, a)
q = a r

r(r, r)
is the needed vector. In fact, by Lemma 3.6, the functional f(x) = r(r, x)
is linear when r is a regular point of p(x). Therefore

Since r is regular we have also

-r(r, -q) = x(r, q) = 0. //

4. Geometric properties of real normed algebras

Let A be a real normed algebra with a unit element e. Obviously the
norm ||a;|| is a convex functional in A. In the following sections x(x, y) will
denote the tangent function of the convex functional p(x) = ||z||.

LEMMA 4.1. Let A be a real normed algebra. If q is a vector for which
r(e, —q) — r(e, q) = 0, then x{x, —qx) = x{x, qx) = 0 for every x e 3£.

PROOF. Since \\yx\\ 5s ||y|| • ||g|| for every y, x e A, we have:

\\x+vqx\\ = \\(e+yq)x\\ ^ \\e+yq\\ • \\x\\,

\\*+Y(-1*)\\ = \\{e+Y(-q))x\\ ^ \\e+y(-q)\\ • ||*||.

Consequently, for y > 0

- {\\x+yqx\\-\\x\\) ^ - (\\e+yq\\-l) • \\x\\,
y Y

- (ll*+y(-^)ll-INI) ^ ^ (lk+y(-?)ll-i) • INI-

Passing to a limit as y -> 0 + in those inequalities in view of r(e, —q)
r[e, q) = 0, we obtain
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x{x,qx) ^r(e,q) • \\x\\ = 0,
r(x,-qx) ^r(e, -q) • \\x\\ = 0.

Consequently, by2.4(d),

0 ^ — r(x, —qx) <: T(X, qx) ^ 0,
which implies

T(X, —qx) = r(x, qx) = 0. //

LEMMA 4.2. Let A be a real normed algebra; if q is a vector for which
r(e, —q) = r(e, q) = 0 then

1 g \\e+Sq\\ £ \\e-pq*\\.

PROOF. Since ||e|| = 1, the inequality | |e+|y| | ^ 1 follows immediately
from Lemma 3.3(2) if we put fi(x) = ||a;||, b = e.

By the previous Lemma, r(x, —qx) = t(x, qx) = 0 for every x eX,
for r(e, —q) = r(e, q) = 0. Replacing here x by e-\-£q, we obtain
x(e-s

riq, q+£q2) — 0. Then, by Lemma 3.3(1), we conclude that there
exists a linear functional f(x) such that:

(a) f(e+iq) = \\e+£q\\,

(b) f(q+£q2) = 0,
(c) f{x) ^\\x\\ for all x e 3E.

From (b) we obtain

Therefore from (a) and (c) we get

LEMMA 4.3. Zei 4̂ be a real normed algebra. If q is a vector for which
•z(e, —q) = x{e, q) = 0 then

0 ^ ||*+!y|| —1 0 P\\q2\\ for every number f.

PROOF. By the previous lemma we obtain

o <

LEMMA 4.4. Let A be a real normed algebra. If q is a vector for which
T(e, —q) = r(e, q) = 0 and r(e, —q2) = (e, q2) = 0 then

PROOF. Swce r(e, — q2) = r(e, ^2) = 0, we can apply the previous lemma
to the expression \\e—£2<?2|| — 1. Therefore, in view of Lemma 4.2 we obtain

0
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LEMMA 4.5. Let A be a real normed algebra. If q is a vector for which
\\q\\ > 0, r(e, —q) = r(e, q) = 0, then either r{e, —q2) ^0 or x(e, q2) ̂  0.

PROOF. Let us take £ > 0, rj > 0, d > 0. Since
all cc, y e A, we have

^ ||*|| • \\y\\ for

We know that ||*+y|| ^
these inequalities we get

for all x,yeA. Therefore adding

(1)
+ \\e+(S+d)q\\ e Q

By Lemma 2.1, for y > 0 we have

r(b, a) = lim

or

(2)

Substituting here b = e+ijq, a = q, y = (5(1+ »;/(|+(5))/2 we obtain

8

Inequalities (1) and (3) imply

(4)

Substituting in (2) 6 = eJ
r{^J

rd)q, a = — q, y = 8 we obtain

<5r(e+(H-%, - y ) g |
Therefore

Consequently, by Lemma 2.2 (d), the inequality

(5) \\e+{Z+*)q\\ ^ IM-f<7ll+<5 • r{e+(i+d)q, q)

holds.
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Since, by the assumptions, \\q\\ > 0, in view of Lemma 2.4 there exists
a positive number v such that r(e-\-vq, q) > 0. Let us choose £0 > v
according to Lemma 2.5. Then for £0 inequality (5) yields

(6)

Inequalities (4) and (6) imply

, q)+d • 0(6).

, q) J? ,

Now, let us suppose that we have simultaneously r(e, — q2) = r(e, q2)
0. Then we can apply Lemma 4.4 to the last inequality obtaining

where

Let us replace r\ by d$. Then dividing both sides of the last inequality by
di we obtain

, q) ^ d
0(3)

Tending to a limit as d -> 0 + , in view of Hm^^o \O(d)jd\ < oo, we get

tfr(e+£oq.q) ^ 0.

which is impossible because f0 > 0 and by Lemma 2.3

r(e+ioq, q) ^ r(e+vq, q) > 0.

Thus, Lemma 4.5 is proved. //

5. Real commutative Banach algebras

DEFINITION. A real commutative Banach algebra B is a commutative,
associative real normed algebra with unit element e whose vector space is
a complete normed space.

DEFINITION. A set / of elements of a commutative Banach algebra
B is called an ideal if it has the following properties:
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(a) if x el and y el, then x+y el;
(b) if a; € / , then zx el for all zeB.

An ideal 7 of a Banach algebra is called a proper ideal if, in addition,

(c) I # B.

Note. The unit element e does not belong to any proper ideal. For, if
eel then, by 2 (b), z — ze e I where z is an arbitrary element of B. Therefore
eel implies I = B.

DEFINITION. A maximal ideal is a proper ideal that is not contained
in any other proper ideal.

DEFINITION. The radical B of a commutative Banach algebra is the in-
tersection of all maximal ideals.

Obviously the radical of a Banach algebra is a proper ideal.

THEOREM 5.1. Given a real commutative Banach algebra B there exists
a homomorphic mapping x-*-£ of B onto an algebra & of complex functions
defined in the space j> of all homomorphisms of B onto the complex field. In
this connection the following properties hold:

(a) Ifx = Zi+Zz, then £(<p) = $i{<p)+x2(<p);
(b) If x = xx • x2, then x{<p) = z\(<p) • x2(<p);
(c) If x2 = tox, then £2(<p) = Jdc^cp);
(d) 6(<p) = 1, where e is the unit element of B;
(e) ^(f)) = O o z belongs to the radical of the algebra B;
(f) |%)| ^ 11*11.
For the proof of this theorem see e.g. [3], p. 245-247 or [7], Ch. I l l § 1.

The property (f) follows from the inequality:

\x{<p)\ ^ l i m \\xn\\Vn ^ l i m ||z||n/n = ||z||.
n-»oo n-»oo

DEFINITION. The complex functions x(<p) with the properties (a)-(f)
will be called Gelfand functions. The homomorphic mapping x -> x(q>) is
called Gelfand's representation of the algebra B.

6. Regular real power-associative normed algebras.

DEFINITION. A real normed algebra A is said to be regular if the unit
element e is a regular point of the convex functional p(x) = \\x\\.

Note. It is easy to verify that a real normed algebra A is regular iff
there exists just one linear functional / on A satisfying f(e) = 1 and
/(*) ^ 11*11-
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LEMMA 6.1. If A is a normed algebra and r(x, y) is the tangent function
of a convex functional ft (x) = \\x\\ then, for every fixed a, x(a, y) is a continuous
function of y.

PROOF. This lemma is a consequence of the inequality

which follows from Lemmas 2.2(a) and 2.2(b). //

LEMMA 6.2. Let b be a nonzero vector of a real normed algebra A. If the
equality —r(b, —z) — r(b, z) holds for every vector z belonging to a set Z that
is dense in A, then b is a regular ftomt of ft(x) = | |x| |.

This lemma follows immediately from 6.1 and 3.5, since \\b\\ ̂  0 for
b # 0.

LEMMA 6.3. Every non-complete regular real normed algebra A can be
embedded in a complete regular normed algebra A'. A' can be chosen in such a
way that A will be dense in A'.

For proof of Lemma 6.3 see [5], § 4.1 and § 9.1. The regularity of A' fol-
lows from the previous lemma. It is easy to verify that if A is power-as-
sociative then A' has the same property.

THEOREM 6.4. Every regular power-associative real normed algebra is
algebraic.

PROOF. If A is one dimensional we have nothing to prove. Otherwise
there exists an element a e A such that a and e are linearly independent.
Since e is a regular point of the convex functional p(x) = \\x\\, by Lemma
3.7, there exists a vector q = a+Px for which r(e, q) = 0, where r(x, y) is
the tangent function oi p{x) = \\x\\. \\q\\ ^ Q, for q =£ 0, q being a vector
linearly independent of the unit element e. Let us consider the subalgebra
A (q) generated by identity and the element q. In view of Theorem 3.5,
A (q) is regular being a subalgebra with identity of a regular algebra. If
A (q) is not complete, let A'(q) denote the completion of A(q). By Lemma
6.3, A'(q) is regular. Since A is power-associative, A'(q) is a real commutative
Banach algebra. Therefore we can use the Gelfand representation of A'(q).
Let us define in A'(q) a functional p2(x) by means of the formula

p2(x) = sup \x(cp)\.

Obviously p2(x) is a convex functional. From 5.1 (d) and 5.1 (f) it follows that

P2(e) = s u p | * f o > ) | = l = |M| >

p2{x) s: ||a;|| for every xeA'(q).
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t Therefore, by Lemma 2.6, r2(e, —q) = r2(e, q) — 0 since, by Lemma 3.4,
s r(e, — q) = r(e, q) = 0. (Here r2(x,y) denotes the tangent function of the

convex functional P2(x)).
We shall prove that Re q(cp) = 0. In fact, let q{<pQ) = oc+/Sz. By Theorem

5.1, for y > 0, we get

= [sup \e+yq(<p)\-my

= [sup \£{<p)+y4(<p)\-iyy ^ [|l+y«+y/K|-l]/y

Therefore

0 = r2(e, q) = lim [p2(e+yq)~p2{e)]ly ^ a.

For the same reason
0 = T2(e, — q) ^ —a.

The two inequalities imply a = 0. ^
Let us consider now the element q2 and its Gelfand function q2(<p).

In view of Theorem 5.1 (b) q2(<p) = [q(<p)]2. Hence Req{<p) = 0 implies

Im^(<p) = 0.
Since e is a regular point of p(x) = \\x\\, by Lemma 3.7, there exists

a number [i such that for a vector q1 = q2jr/~ie we get the equalities
r(e,— (q2+fie))=r(e,q2+/Lie) = 0. We note that ^ ^ 0 . In fact, if fx = 0,
we have simultaneously \\q\\ ̂  0, r(e, —q) = r(e, q) = 0, r(e, —q2) =
x(e, q2) = 0 which contradicts Lemma 4.5. Now applying the same argument
as in the case of the function q{q>) we conclude that Re qx{<p) = 0 - But

Im^!^) = Im q2-\-/Lie((p) = Im.q2(<p)-\-Im u = 0, since Im^ 2 ^) = 0 and (x
is a real number. Therefore

4A<p) = o-
and consequently, by Theorem 5.1 (e), qx = q'z-\-tie belongs to the radical of
the subalgebra A' (q).

We shall prove that
qt = q2 + ue = 0.

Let us suppose that qx ^ 0. Then H^H ̂  0 and as was mentioned before
r(e, — qx) = r(e, qx) — 0. Therefore, by the previous considerations about the
vector q, there exists a nonzero number % such that the vector q2 = q\-\-%e
belongs to the radical of the subalgebra A'{q). But q\ belongs to the radical
since qt has this property. Then e = IJx (?2~^i) belongs to the radical which
is a contradiction inasmuch as e does not belong to any proper ideal of
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Thus we have proved that there exists a real number y, such that

= 0.

Taking into account that q = a+Ae we conclude that the algebra A (a) is
two-dimensional. //

COROLLARY 6.5. If A is a regular power-associative real normed algebra
and a is an element that is linearly independent of the unit element e, then
the subalgebra A (a) is isomorphic to the complex field C.

PROOF. Since Reqfa) = 0, {q((p))2 ^ 0. Therefore the equality q^cp) =
(q(<p))2+ft = 0 implies ft > 0, for fi ^ 0. Consequently, from q2-\-[*e = 0 it
follows that the element i = n~iq fulfils the equality i2 = — e. //

COROLLARY 6.6. A regular power-associative real normed algebra con-
tains no idempotents other than zero and the unit element, and no non-zero
nilpotents.

PROOF. The assertions follow from the fact that in the complex field
the equality x2 = x has only two solutions: xx = 0 and x2 = 1 and the equali-
ty x2 = 0 is fulfilled only for x = 0. //

Another proof of this corollary is presented in [8], Lemmas 6 and 8.

THEOREM 6.7. In a regular power-associative real normed algebra A
the norm \\ \\ is generated by an inner product, i.e. A is a real prehilbert alge-
bra.

PROOF. According to [4] it is sufficient to show that every twodimen-
sional subspace of A is a Euclidean space. Let a be an element of A that is not
a scalar multiple of e. By Corollary 6.5, A (a) is isomorphic to the complex
field, i.e. there exists an element ia e A (a) such that i* = —e. Obviously e
and ia are linearly independent and consequently form a basis of the two-
dimensional space A (a). Since e is regular, the norm of an element a.e+0i
can be expressed by the formula

(see [8], Lemma 10).
Now, let us define in A (a) the inner product of two elements oc1

and «,2e-\-p2ia as following

(1) («

Then we obtain

(2)

as was required. //
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C O R O L L A R Y 6.8. With A as in Theorem 6.7, an element qeA fulfils
the equality q2 = — e if and only if

(a) \\q\\ = 1
(b) q is orthogonal to e.

PROOF. If g2 = — e then, by (1) and (2), (e, q) = 0 and \\q\\ = 1. Now
let us suppose that the conditions (a) and (b) hold. Then we obtain

\\c+yq\\ = (1+y2)*

and consequently

r(e, -q) = lim ( lk+y(-?) | | - l ) /y = 0.
y-»o+

Hence, as it was shown in the proof of Theorem 6.4, the element q fulfils
the equality

q* = — lie, fi>0.

Therefore q = fiii, where i2 = —e and ||t|| = 1. But \\q\\ = 1, which im-
plies ft = 1, q* = —e.

DEFINITION. A normed space X is said to be metrically homogeneous if
for any pair of vectors xlt x2 with Har̂ l = ||z2|| = 1 there exists a linear
transformation T of 3£ preserving the unit sphere S = {a;|||x|| = 1} such
that T(xj) = x2.

THEOREM 6.9. Let A be a real normed power-associative algebra con-
taining the unit element e. If A is a complete separable metrically homogeneous
space, then A is a {real) Hilbert space.

PROOF. It follows from our assumptions that there exists at least one
vector r with ||r|| = 1 which is a regular point of a convex functional
p(x) = \\x\\. (See e.g. [1], V.9.8). Let T be the linear transformation pre-
serving the unit sphere for which Te = r. Then for an arbitrary vector y e A
we obtain

y-»o+

In the same way we verify that

7-»0+
= lim

y-»o+

= Urn (||r+yr(y)||-| |r| |)/y = r(r, T{y)).
o
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But —z{r, —T{y)) = r(r, T(y)) since r is a regular point of p(x) = \\x\\.
Therefore, —z(e, —y) = r(e, y) for every ye A, i.e. the unit element e is a
regular point of p(x) = ||a;||. Now our assertion follows from Theorem 6.7. //

THEOREM 6.10. Each regular one-sided alternative real normed algebra
is isometrically isomorphic with one of the following: the real field, the com-
plex field, the quaternion algebra or the Cayley algebra.

This theorem follows from [8], Theorem 2 since, by Theorem 6.4, every
algebra in question is algebraic.

We conclude with an example of a regular power-associative algebra.

EXAMPLE. Let A be a real Hilbert space with an orthonormal basis
e0, ex, • • •. We define the multiplication of two elements

and y =
*=o

as follows

Let us write

We have then

5

1 = 0

\Kyn\\* =

4 = 1

Since ||a;B|j and \\yn\\ do not decrease as n -> oo, the last inequality yields

This inequality is valid for every positive integer n and therefore the element
xy e A and

Now it is easy to verify that

(a) e0 is the unit element of our algebra A,
(b) A is regular and power-associative.
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