Acknowledgments

A great number of people made this book possible. I owe them all a
tremendous amount of gratitude. The book began at Yale University as
part of my PhD dissertation under the brilliant guidance of my commit-
tee — Nicholas Sambanis, Kate Baldwin, Alex Debs, and Sarah Bush. I
am especially grateful to Nicholas, who chaired my committee, for the
mentorship that made me into the researcher I am today. Kate pushed
me to expand my ideas and sharpened the design of the research. Alex
offered patient guidance from the first idea to the final submission, always
offering an “onwards!” when I needed it most. Sarah inspired and shaped
the transition from dissertation to book.

Yale’s Department of Political Science was an ideal place to develop
the initial ideas for this book. I am particularly grateful to the peers
who directly influenced this project — Vivek Ashok, Natalia Bueno,
Suparna Chaudhry, Charles Decker, Josh Goodman, Jiyoung Ko, Daniel
Masterson, Niloufer Siddiqui, Guadalupe Tunoén, and Louis Wasser. I
also benefited from thoughtful comments offered by Nick Anderson,
Rob Blair, Stathis Kalyvas, Jason Lyall, Constantine Mande, Nikolay
Marinov, Lucy Martin, Gautam Nair, Molly Offer-Westort, Kyle Peyton,
Pia Raffler, Thania Sanchez, Peter Tinti, and Steven Wilkinson.

I wrote the first drafts of the book as a faculty member at Wash-
ington University in St. Louis’s Department of Political Science. The
junior faculty group provided support and critical feedback for these
early drafts: Taylor Carlson, Christopher Lucas, LLucia Motolinia, Mike
Olson, Keith Schnakenberg, Carly Wayne, and Anna Wilke. I owe a
tremendous debt to David Carter, who not only mentored me during my
time at Washington University but also chaired a two-day book workshop
that shaped the final version of the book. I am thankful to Lise Howard,
Susan Hyde, Andy Kydd, David Lake, Aila Matanock, and Andrea
Ruggeri for participating in this workshop and offering incisive and
helpful comments. Margit Tavits provided feedback on the project and
continual support as Chair during this time.

xi

Published online by Cambridge University Press



xii Acknowledgments

The final version of the book was completed at the University of
California, Santa Barbara. I am thankful to the colleagues who helped
me get across the finish line, especially Kate Bruhn, Bridget Cog-
gins, Paasha Madhavi, Matto Mildenberger, Julia Morse, Neil Narang,
and Leah Stokes. I am also grateful to Cambridge University Press
and, in particular, John Haslam, Carrie Parkinson, and two anonymous
reviewers. Kelley Friel provided invaluable editing at several stages of
the manuscript. Parts of this book were previously published in my
2022 FJournal of Politics article “Peacekeeping and the Enforcement of
Intergroup Cooperation: Evidence from Mali,” reprinted here with per-
mission from the University of Chicago Press. I am grateful for funding
from the Folke Bernadotte Academy, the Woodrow Wilson Center, the
Institute for Social and Policy Studies, the Leitner Program for Com-
parative and International Political Economy, the MacMillan Center for
International and Area Studies, the Clara Levillain Prize, the Weiden-
baum Center at Washington University in St. Louis, and the European
Union Studies program at Yale.

My research in Mali would have been impossible without the staff
of Innovations for Poverty Action: Romuald Anago, Charles “Samba”
Coulibaly, Diakaridia Dao, Alassane Koulibaly, Kadidia Maiga, Estelle
Plat, Arthur Sagot-Duvauroux, Nicolo Tomaselli, and Seydou Traore,
as well as the dozens of mobilizers, enumerators, and other staff who
worked closely with me. I hope I have done your efforts justice with this
book. Thank you also to the extraordinary UN officials who met with
me in New York, Mali, and elsewhere for being so generous with your
time. For their outstanding research on the cross-national data, I thank
the researchers in my Data-driven Analysis of Peace Project lab, particu-
larly Patrick Hunnicutt, who is a dream collaborator. Amelia Frederking,
Ipek Sener, and Tony Yang provided research assistance at critical stages
of the project.

I have been incredibly fortunate to present and workshop this book
in front of many audiences. I received feedback from participants at
annual meetings of the American Political Science Association (APSA),
International Studies Association, and the Midwest Political Science
Association. In particular, I benefited from an APSA “author-meets-
critics” roundtable with Kyle Beardsley, Susan Hyde, David Lake, Aila
Matanock, and Eric Mvukiyehe that I organized with Rob Blair. I also
presented the project at the Orfalea Center for Global Security at the
University of California, Santa Barbara; the Yale African Politics Work-
ing Group; the Political Violence FieldLLab at Yale; the Yale Program
on Order, Conflict, and Violence; the Yale Experiments Workshop; the
Leitner Program on International and Comparative Political Economy
Workshop; the Harvard Experiments Working Group; the Boston-Area

Published online by Cambridge University Press



Acknowledgments xiii

Working Group in African Political Economy; the Ohio State University
Comparative Politics Workshop; the Yale MacMillan International Rela-
tions Seminar Series; the University of Michigan; and various meetings
of Folke Bernadotte Academy working groups. I also thank Alan Jacobs
and Yang-Yang Zhou for inviting me to record an episode of the Scope
Conditions podcast that helped sharpen some of the arguments of the
book. Jaimie Bleck, Vincenzo Bove, Chris Clary, Pierre Englebert, Jessica
Gottlieb, Allison Grossman, Yvan Guichaoua, Lisa Hultman, Sabrina
Karim, Gary King, Emily Ritter, Abdoulaye Sidibe, Jessica Steinberg,
and Eric Stollenwerk also provided valuable comments on various parts
of the manuscript.

Finally, thanks to my family for enduring the decade it took to finish
this book. I am grateful to my mother, Andriana Vellis, for teaching me
about politics and to my father, George Nomikos, for teaching me about
science. Although my mother passed away just as I was finishing this
book, it would not have been possible without the countless arguments
about intervention we had over the years. I am grateful to Ezra and Ares
for providing the best possible writing and play breaks over the past five
years. Finally, thanks to Elana Resnick for everything — comments, con-
versation, support, and patience. You inspire and motivate me every day.
This book is dedicated to you.

Published online by Cambridge University Press



Published online by Cambridge University Press



