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Abstract

Higher-order abstract syntax is a simple technique for implementing languages with functional
programming. Object variables and binders are implemented by variables and binders in
the host language. By using this technique, one can avoid implementing common and
tricky routines dealing with variables, such as capture-avoiding substitution. However, despite
the advantages this technique provides, it is not commonly used because it is difficult to
write sound elimination forms (such as folds or catamorphisms) for higher-order abstract
syntax. To fold over such a data type, one must either simultaneously define an inverse
operation (which may not exist) or show that all functions embedded in the data type are
parametric. In this paper, we show how first-class polymorphism can be used to guarantee the
parametricity of functions embedded in higher-order abstract syntax. With this restriction, we
implement a library of iteration operators over data structures containing functionals. From
this implementation, we derive “fusion laws” that functional programmers may use to reason
about the iteration operator. Finally, we show how this use of parametric polymorphism
corresponds to the Schiirmann, Despeyroux and Pfenning method of enforcing parametricity
through modal types. We do so by using this library to give a sound and complete encoding
of their calculus into System F,,. This encoding can serve as a starting point for reasoning
about higher-order structures in polymorphic languages.

1 Introduction

Higher-order abstract syntax (HOAS) is an old and seductively simple technique for
implementing a language with functional programming.! The main idea is elegant:
instead of representing object variables explicitly, we use metalanguage variables.
For example, we might represent the object calculus term (Ax.x) with the Haskell
expression lam (\x -> x). Doing so eliminates the need to implement a number of
tricky routines dealing with object language variables. For example, capture-avoiding
substitution is merely function application in the metalanguage. However, outside
of a few specialized domains, such as theorem proving, partial evaluation (Sumii &
Kobayashi, 2001), logical frameworks (Pfenning & Schiirmann, 1999) and intensional

“This is an extended version of the paper that appeared in The 8th ACM SIGPLAN International
Conference on Functional Programming (Washburn & Weirich, 2003).
!While the name comes from Pfenning and Elliott (1988), the idea itself goes back to Church (1940).
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type analysis (Trifonov et al., 2000; Weirich, 2006), higher-order abstract syntax has
found limited use as an implementation technique.

One obstacle preventing the widespread use of this technique is the difficulty in
using elimination forms, such as catamorphisms,” for datatypes containing functions.
The general form of catamorphism for these datatypes requires that an inverse be
simultaneously defined for every iteration (Meijer & Hutton, 1995). Unfortunately,
many operations that we would like to define with catamorphisms require inverses
that do not exist or are expensive to compute.

However, if we know that the embedded functions in a datatype are parametric,
we can use a version of the catamorphism that does not require an inverse (Fegaras
& Sheard, 1996; Schiirmann et al., 2001). A parametric function may not examine
its argument; it may only use it abstractly or “push it around”. Only allowing
parametric embedded functions works well with HOAS because the terms contain-
ing such functions are exactly those that have a correspondence with A-calculus
terms (Schiirmann et al., 2001). In this paper, we use the term iterator to refer to a
catamorphism restricted to arguments with parametric functions.

A type system can separate parametric functions from those that are not. For
example, Fegaras and Sheard (1996) add tags to mark the types of datatypes whose
embedded functions are not parametric, prohibiting iteration over those datatypes.
Alternatively, Schiirmann et al. (2001) and Despeyroux and LeLeu (2001) use the
necessity modality (“box”) to mark those terms that allow iteration.

However, many modern typed languages already have a mechanism to enforce
that an argument be used abstractly — parametric polymorphism. It seems desirable
to find a way to use this mechanism instead of adding a separate facility to the type
system. In this paper, we show how to encode datatypes with parametric function
spaces in the polymorphic A-calculus, including iteration operators over them.

Our specific contributions are the following:

e For functional programmers, we provide an informal description of how
restricting datatypes to parametric function spaces can be enforced in the
Haskell language using first-class polymorphism (Peyton Jones et al., 2005).
We provide a safe and easy implementation of a library for iteration over
HOAS. This Haskell library allows the natural expression of many algorithms
over the object language; to illustrate its use, we provide a number of
examples including Danvy and Filinski’s optimizing one-pass CPS conversion
algorithm (Danvy & Filinski, 1992).

e Since we encode our iteration operator within the polymorphic A-calculus,
we also derive “fusion laws” about the iteration operator that functional
programmers may use to reason about their programs.

e To show the generality of our technique, we use this implementation to show
a formal translation from the Schiirmann, Despeyroux and Pfenning modal
calculus (2001) (called here the SDP calculus) to System [F,,. This encoding

2Catamorphisms (also called folds) are sometimes represented with the bananas (- ) notation (Meijer
et al., 1991).

https://doi.org/10.1017/50956796807006557 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0956796807006557

Boxes go bananas 89

has an added benefit to language designers who wish to incorporate reasoning
about parametric function spaces. It demonstrates how systems based on the
polymorphic A-calculus may be extended with reasoning about higher-order
structure.

We do not claim that our encoding will solve all of the problems with programming
using higher-order abstract syntax. In particular, algorithms that require the explicit
manipulation of the names of bound variables remain outside the scope of this
implementation technique.

The remainder of this paper is as follows. Section 2 starts with background
material on catamorphisms for HOAS, including those developed by Meijer and
Hutton (1995) and Fegaras and Sheard (1996). In Section 2.2, we show how to
use first-class polymorphism and abstract types to provide an interface for Fegaras
and Sheard’s implementation that enforces the parametricity of embedded functions.
Using this interface, we show some examples of iteration including CPS conversion
(Section 2.3). In Section 3, we describe an implementation of that interface within
the part of Haskell that corresponds to System [F,,, and describe properties of that
implementation in Section 3.1. Section 4 describes the SDP calculus and Section 5
presents an encoding of that calculus into [, using the implementation that we
developed in Section 3. Section 8 presents future work, Section 9 presents related
work, and Section 10 concludes.

2 Catamorphisms for data types with embedded functions
2.1 Examples of catamorphisms
The following recursive data type represents the untyped A-calculus using HOAS.?
data Exp = Lam (Exp -> Exp) | App Exp Exp

The data constructor Lam represents A-expressions. However, instead of explicitly
representing bound A-calculus variables, Haskell functions are used to implement
binding and Haskell variables are used to represent variables. For example, we might
represent the identity function (Ax.x) as Lam (\x -> x) or the diverging expression
(Ax.(xx))(Ax.(xx)) as App (Lam (\x -> App x x)) (Lam (\x —> App x x)).

Using this data type, we can implement an interpreter for the A-calculus. To do
so, we must also provide a representation of values (also using HOAS):

data Value = Fn (Value -> Value)
unFn (Fn x) = x

It is tricky to define recursive operations, such as call-by-value evaluation, over
this implementation of expressions. The argument, x, to Lam below is a function
of type Exp -> Exp. To evaluate it, we must convert x to a function of type

3All of the following examples are in the syntax of the Haskell language (Peyton Jones, 2003). While
some of the later examples require an extension of the Haskell type system — first-class polymorphism —
this extension is supported by the Haskell implementations GHC and Hugs.
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Value -> Value. Therefore, we must also simultaneously define a right inverse to
evaluation, called uneval, such that eval . uneval = \x -> x. This inverse is
used to convert the argument of x from a Value to an Exp, in the evaluation of
Lam x.

eval :: Exp -> Value

eval (Lam x) Fn (eval . x . uneval)

eval (App y 2)

unFn (eval y) (eval z)

uneval :: Value -> Exp
uneval (Fn x) = Lam (uneval . x . eval)

Consider the evaluation of the encoding of (Ax.x)(Ay.y).

eval (App (Lam(\x -> x)) (Lam(\y -> y)))

unFn (eval (Lam(\x -> x))) (eval (Lam(\y —-> y)))

unFn (Fn(eval . \x -> x . uneval)) (Fn(eval . \y -> y . uneval))
(eval . uneval) (Fn (eval . uneval))

(A\x -> x) (Fn\y -> y))

Fn(\y -> y)

First eval replaces App with unFn and pushes evaluation down to the two subcom-
ponents of the application. Next, each Lam is replaced by Fn, and the argument is
composed with eval and uneval. The unFn cancels the first Fn, and the identity
functions can be removed from the compositions. As uneval is right inverse to eval,
we can replace each (eval . uneval) with the identity function.

Many functions defined over Exp will follow this same pattern of recursion,
requiring an inverse for Lam and calling themselves recursively for the subcomponents
of App. Catamorphisms capture the general pattern of recursion for functions defined
over recursive data types. For example, foldr is a catamorphism for the list data
type and can implement many list operations. For lists of type [al, foldr replaces
[1 with a base case of type b and (:) with a function of type a -> b -> b.

Meijer and Hutton (1995) showed how to define catamorphisms for data types
with embedded functions, such as Exp. The catamorphism for Exp systematically
replaces Lam with a function of type (a -> a) -> a and App with a function of
type a -> a -> a. However, just as we defined eval simultaneously with uneval,
the catamorphism for Exp must be simultaneously defined with an anamorphism.
The catamorphism provides a way to consume members of type Exp and the
anamorphism provides a way to generate them.

To easily specify this anamorphism, we use a slightly more complicated version
of the Exp data type, shown at the top of Figure 1. This version makes the
recursion in the data type explicit. The newtype Rec computes the fixed point of type
constructors (functions from types to types). The type Exp is the fixed point of the
type constructor ExpF, where the recursive occurrences of Exp have been replaced
with the type parameter a. The first argument to cata is of type ExpF a -> a
(combining the two functions mentioned above, of type (a -> a) -> a and
a -> a -> a). The first argument to ana has the inverse type a -> ExpF a.

The functions cata and ana are defined in terms of xmapExpF, a generalized
version of a mapping function for the type constructor ExpF. Because of the function
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newtype Rec a = Roll (a (Rec a))

data ExpF a = Lam (a -> a) | App a a
type Exp = Rec ExpF

lam :: (Exp -> Exp) -> Exp
lam x = Roll (Lam x)

app :: Exp -> Exp -> Exp
app x y = Roll (App x y)
xmapExpF :: (a -> b, b -> a) -> (ExpF a -> ExpF b, ExpF b -> ExpF a)
xmapExpF (f,g) = (\x -> case x of Lam x ->Lam (f . x . g)

App y z > App (f y) (f z),

\x -> case x of Lam x -> Lam (g . x . f)

App y z -> App (g y) (g 2))
cata :: (ExpF a -> a) -> (a -> ExpF a) -> Rec ExpF -> a
cata f g (Roll x) = f ((fst (xmapExpF (cata f g, ana f g))) x)

ana :: (ExpF a -> a) -> (a -> ExpF a) -> a -> Rec ExpF
ana f g x = Roll (snd (xmapExpF (cata f g, ana f g)) (g x))

Fig. 1. Meijer/Hutton catamorphism.

argument to Lam, xmapExpF maps two functions, one of type a -> b and the other of
type b -> a. The definition of xmapExpF is completely determined by the definition
of ExpF. With Generic Haskell (Clarke et al, 2001), we can define xmap and
automatically generate xmapExpF from ExpF (see Figure 2).* That way, we can easily
generalize this catamorphism to other data types. Unlike map, which is defined only
for covariant type constructors, xmap is defined for type constructors that have both
positive and negative occurrences of the bound variable. The only type constructors
of F, for which xmap is not defined are those whose bodies contain first-class
polymorphism. For example, Ac: %.Vf3 : x.0c — f3.

We can use cata to implement eval. To do so, we must describe one step of
turning an expression into a value (the function evalAux) and one step of turning
a value into an expression (the function unevalAux).

evalAux :: ExpF Value -> Value
evalAux (Lam f) = Fn f
evalAux (App x y) = (unFn x) y

unevalAux :: Value -> ExpF Value
unevalAux (Fn f) = Lam f

eval :: Exp -> Value
eval x = cata evalAux unevalAux x

“Meijer and Hutton’s version of xmapExpF only created the first component of the pair. In ana where
the second component is needed, they swap the arguments. This is valid because fst (xmap (f,g)) =
snd (xmap (g,f)). However, while the version that we use here is a little more complicated, it can be
defined with Generic Haskell.
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type XMap {[*1} t1 t2 = (t1 -> t2, t2 -> t1)
type XMap {[k -> 1]} t1 t2 = forall ul u2.
XMap {[k]} ul u2 -> XMap {[1]1}(t1 ul) (t2 u2)

xmap {| t :: k |} :: XMap {[k]l} t t
xmap {| Unit |} = (id,id)
xmap {| :+: |} (xmapAl,xmapA2) (xmapB1,xmapB2) =
(\x -> case x of (Inl a) -> Inl (xmapAl a) (Inr b) -> Inr (xmapBl b),
\x -> case x of (Inl a) -> Inl (xmapA2 a) (Inr b) -> Inr (xmapB2 b))
xmap {| :*: |} (xmapAl,xmapA2) (xmapBl,xmapB2) =
(\(a :*: b) -> (xmapAl a) :*: (xmapBl b),
\(a :*: b) -> (xmapA2 a) :*: (xmapB2 b))

xmap {| (->) |} (xmapAl,xmapA2) (xmapBl,xmapB2) =
(\f -> xmapBl1 . f . xmapA2, \f -> xmapB2 . f . xmapAl)

xmap {| Int [} (id, id)

xmap {| Bool [} (i4, id)
xmap {| I0 |} (xmapAl,xmapA2) = (fmap xmapAl, fmap xmapA2)

xmap {| [1 |} (xmapAl,xmapA2) = (map xmapAl, map xmapA2)

Fig. 2. Generic Haskell implementation of xmap.

Using cata to implement operations such as eval is convenient because the
pattern of recursion is already specified. None of eval, evalAux or unevalAux are
recursively defined. However, for some operations, there is no obvious (or efficient)
inverse. For example, to using cata to print out expressions also requires writing
a parser. Fegaras and Sheard (1996) noted that the catamorphism often undoes
with £ what it has just done with g. This situation occurs when the argument to
cata contains only parametric functions. A parametric function is one that does not
analyze its argument with case or cata.

When an embedded function is parametric, Fegaras and Sheard showed how to
implement cata without ana. The basic idea is that for parametric functions, any
use of ana during the computation of a catamorphism will always be annihilated
by cata in the final result. Therefore, instead of computing with the anamorphism,
they use a place holder to store the original term. When cata reaches a place holder,
it returns the stored argument.

To implement Fegaras and Sheard’s catamorphism, we must redefine Rec. In
Figure 3, we extend it with an extra constructor, called Place, that is the place
holder. Because Place can contain terms of any type, Rec (and consequently Exp)
must be parameterized with the type of the argument to Place. This type is the
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data Rec a b = Roll (a (Rec a b)) | Place b

data ExpF a = Lam (a -> a) | App a a
type Exp a = Rec ExpF a

lam :: (Exp a -> Exp a) -> Exp a
lam x = Roll (Lam x)

app :: Exp a -> Exp a -> Exp a
app x y = Roll (App x y)

xmapExpF :: (a -> b, b -> a) -> (ExpF a -> ExpF b, ExpF b -> ExpF a)
xmapExpF (f,g) = (\x -> case x of Lam x ->Lam (f . x . g)

App y z > App (£ y) (£ =2),

\x -> case x of Lam x -> Lam (g . x . f)

App y z —> App (g y) (g z))
cata :: (ExpF a -> a) -> Exp a -> a
cata £ (Roll x) f ((fst (xmapExpF (cata f, Place))) x)
cata f (Place x) = x

Fig. 3. Fegaras—Sheard catamorphism.

result of applying the catamorphism to an expression. In the implementation of
cata, Place is the second argument to xmapExpF instead of ana f. It is a right
inverse to cata f by definition.

For example, to count the number of occurrences of bound variables in an
expression, we might use the following code:

countvarAux :: ExpF Int -> Int
countvarAux (App x y) = x +y
countvarAux (Lam f) = f 1

countvar :: Exp Int -> Int
countvar = cata countvarAux

The function countvarAux describes what to do in one step. The number of variables
in an application expression is the sum of the number of variables in x and the
number of variables in y. In the case of a A-expression, £ is a function from the
number of variables in a variable expression (i.e. one) to the number of variables in
the body of the lam.

Counting the number of variables in (Ax. x x) will evaluate as follows:

countvar (lam (\x -> app x %))

(countvar . (\x -> x + x) . Place) 1

(\x -> (countvar (Place x)) + (countvar (Place x))) 1
(countvar (Place 1)) + (countvar (Place 1))

2

This definition of cata may sometimes return a meaningless result. For example,
say we define the following term:
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badplace :: Exp Int
badplace = lam (\x -> Place 3)

Then countvar badplace = 3, even though it contains no bound variables.

We can approximate when cata will be meaningful by separating expressions into
two classes. Sound expressions do not use Place and, furthermore, do not contain
any non-parametric function spaces (see below). All other expressions are unsound.

There are two ways for function-space parametricity to fail, corresponding to the
two destructors for the type Exp a. A function is not parametric if it uses cata or
case to examine its argument, as below:

badcata :: Exp Int
badcata = lam (\x -> if (countvar x == 1) then app x x else x)

badcase :: Exp a

badcase = lam (\x -> case x of Roll (App v w) -> app x X
Roll (Lam f) -> x
Place v -> x)

The distinction between sound and unsound terms is important for representing
the untyped A-calculus because with HOAS, because some unsound terms may
not correspond to any untyped A-calculus expressions. However, all A-calculus
expressions may be encoded by sound terms.’

Fegaras and Sheard designed a type system to distinguish between sound and
unsound expressions. Data types such as Exp were annotated with flags to indicate
whether they had been examined with either case or cata, and if so, they were
prevented from appearing inside of non-flagged data types. Furthermore, their
language prevented the user from accessing Place by automatically generating cata
from the definition of the user’s data type.

2.2 Enforcing term parametricity with type parametricity

The terms badplace, badcata, and badcase are exotic terms, values in the metalan-
guage that do not correspond to any members of the object language. In other
words, our encoding of untyped A-calculus expressions as Haskell terms of type
Exp t, for some t, is not adequate — there are some terms in this type that are
not equivalent to the encoding of any object language term. If our encoding were
adequate, there would be no exotic terms. The distinction between sound and
unsound expressions approximates the distinction between non-exotic and exotic
terms — sound expressions are guaranteed to be non-exotic (i.e. correspond to some
object language term).

The reason that our encoding is not adequate can be seen from the type of
badplace and badcata. The type parameter of Exp is constrained to be Int, so

STt is also important to distinguish between sound and unsound members of data types that have
meaningful non-parametric representations. For these data types, the behavior of the Fegaras and Sheard
catamorphism on unsound arguments does not correspond to the Meijer and Hutton version.

https://doi.org/10.1017/50956796807006557 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0956796807006557

Boxes go bananas 95

type Rec a b -- abstract

data ExpF a = Lam (a -> a) | App a a
type Exp a = Rec ExpF a

roll :: ExpF (Exp a) -> Exp a
place :: a -> Exp a
cata :: (ExpF a -> a) -> Exp a -> a

Fig. 4. Iteration library interface.

we can only use cata on this expression to produce an Int. Whenever we use
cata or Place inside an expression, this parameter will be constrained. Therefore,
to eliminate unsound terms containing cata or Place, we can use higher-rank
polymorphism to ensure that the type parameter of Exp is always abstract. Instead
of considering terms of type Exp t, for some t, we will consider only terms of type
forall a. Exp a.

We can then define a version of cata, called iter0 that may be applied only
to expressions of type forall a. Exp a, below. The implementation of cata uses
the argument at the specific type Exp a, so it is safe for iterO to require that its
argument has the more general type forall a. Exp a.

iterO :: (ExpF b -> b) -> (forall a. Exp a) -> b
iter0 = cata

Consequently, we will not be able to use badplace and badcata with iterO.

However, our encoding of A-terms as expressions of type forall a. Exp ais not
yet quite adequate. It does not prevent terms like badcase. We can prevent such
case analysis inside lam expressions by ruling out case analysis for all terms of type
Exp t. If the user cannot use case, then they cannot write badcase. While this
restriction means that some operations cannot be naturally defined in this calculus,
cata alone can define a large number of operations, as we demonstrate below and
in Section 2.3.

There are two ways to prohibit case analysis. The first way is to re-implement
Exp in such a way that cata is the only possible operation (in other words, without
using a Haskell data type). We discuss this alternative in Section 3.

The second way to prohibit case analysis is to make Rec an abstract type
constructor. If the definition of Rec is hidden by some module boundary, such as
with the interface in Figure 4, then the only way to destruct an expression of type
Exp t is with cata. Because Roll and Place are data type constructors of Rec,
and cata pattern matches these constructors, they must all be defined in the same
module as Rec. However, because we only need to prohibit case analysis, we can
export Roll and Place as the functions roll and place. With roll we can define
the terms app and lam anywhere.

We can also make good use of place. The type forall a. Exp a enforces that
all embedded functions are parametric, but it can only represent closed expressions.
What if we would like to examine expressions with free variables? In HOAS, an
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expression with one free variable has type Exp t -> Exp t. To compute the
catamorphism for the expression, we use place to provide the value for the free
variable.

openiterl :: (ExpF b -> b) -> (Exp b -> Exp b) -> (b -> b)

openiterl f x = \y -> cata f (x (place y))

If we like to make sure that the expression is sound, we must quantify over the
parameter type and require that the expression have type forall a. Exp a ->
Exp a.
iterl :: (ExpF b -> b) -> (forall a. Exp a -> Exp a) -> (b -> b)
iterl = openiterl

With iter1l we can determine if that one free variable occurs in an expression.

freevarused :: (forall a. Exp a -> Exp a) -> Bool
freevarused e = iterl (\x -> case x of Appxy > x || ¥y
Lam f -> f False) e True

An app expression uses the free variable if either the function or the argument uses
it. The occurrence of the bound variable of a lam is not an occurrence of the free
variable, so False is the argument to f, but the expression does use the free variable
if it appears somewhere in the body of the abstraction. Finally, the program works
by feeding in True for the value of the free variable. If the result is True then the
variable must have appeared somewhere in the expression. There is no reason to stop
with one free variable. There are an infinite number of related iteration operators,
each indexed by the type inside the forall. The types of several such iterators are
shown below. For example, the third one, iterList, may analyze expressions with
arbitrary numbers of free variables.

iter2 :: (ExpF b -> b) -> (forall a. Exp a -> Exp a -> Exp a)
-> (b -> b -> b)
iterFun :: (ExpF b -> b) -> (forall a. (Exp a -> Exp a) -> Exp a)

-> ((b -> b) -> b)
iterList :: (ExpF b -> b) -> (forall a. ([Exp al -> Exp a))
-> ([b] -> b)

Each of these iterators is defined by using xmap to map (cata f) and place. Thus
we can easily implement them by defining the appropriate version of xmap. However,
because xmap is a polytypic function, we should be able to automatically generate
all of these iterators, using Generic Haskell. The following code implements these
operations. Below, the notation xmap{|gl} generates the instance of xmap for the
type constructor g.
openiter{| g :: * -> * |} :: (ExpF a -> a) -> g (Exp a) > g a
openiter{|gl} £ = fst (xmap{lgl} (cata f, place))
iter{|l g :: * -> *x [} :: (ExpF a -> a)

-> (forall b. g (Exp b)) -> g a
iter{lgl} = openiter{lgl|}
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Unfortunately, the above Generic Haskell code cannot automatically generate
all the iterators that we want, such as iter1, iterFun and iterList. Because of
type inference, g can only be a type constructor that is a constant or a constant
applied to type constructors (Jones, 1995). In particular, we cannot represent the
type constructor (Ax : x.« — «) in Haskell, so we cannot automatically generate the
instance

iterl :: (f b -> b) -> (forall a. (Exp a) -> (Exp a)) -> b -> b

Fortunately, using a different extension of Haskell, called functional dependen-
cies (Jones, 2000), we can generate these versions of openiter. For each version of
iter that we want, we still need to redefine the generated openiter with the more
restrictive type.

iterl :: (ExpF a -> a) -> (forall b. Exp b -> Exp b) -> a -> a

iterl = openiter

The Iterable class defines openiter simultaneously with its inverse. The paramet-
ers m and n should be g(Exp a) and g a, where each instance specifies g. (The type
a is a parameter of the type class so that m and n may refer to it.) Also necessary
are the functional dependencies that state that m determines both a and n. These
dependencies rule out ambiguities during type inference.

class Iterable amn | m -> a, m -> n where
openiter :: (ExpF a -> a) ->m ->n
uniter :: (ExpF a ->a) ->n ->mn
If g is the identity type constructor, then m and n are Exp a and a respectively.

instance Iterable a (Exp a) a where
openiter = cata
uniter £ = place

Using the instances for the subcomponents, we can define instances for types that
contain ->.

instance (Iterable a ml nl, Iterable a m2 n2)
=> Iterable a (m1 -> m2) (nl -> n2) where

openiter f x = openiter f . x . uniter f

uniter £ x = uniter f . x . openiter f

With these instances, we have a definition for openiter{| \a.a -> a |}. It is not
difficult to add instances for other type constructors, such as lists and tuples.

2.3 Examples of iteration

We next present several additional examples of the expressiveness of iter0 for argu-
ments of type forall a. Exp a. The purpose of these examples is to demonstrate
how to implement some of the common operations for A-calculus terms without
case analysis.

For example, we can use iterO to convert expressions to strings. So that we may
have different names for each nested binding occurrence, we must parameterize this
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iteration with a list of variable names. A Haskell list comprehension provides us
with an infinite supply of strings.

vars :: [String]
vars = [ [1] | 1 <= [’a’..’2’] ] ++
[i:show j | j<=[1..1, 1i<- [’a’..’z’] ]

showAux :: ExpF ([String] -> String) -> ([String] -> String)
showAux (App x y) vars =

ll(ll ++ (X vars) ++ n n ++ (y vars) ++ ll)ll
showAux (Lam z) (v:vars) =
"(fn " ++ v ++ ". " ++ (z (const v) vars) ++ ")"

show :: (forall a. Exp a) -> String
show e = iterO showAux e vars

Applying show to an expression produces a readable form of the expression.
show (lam (\x -> lam (\y -> app x y))) = (fn a. (fn b. (a b)))

Another operation we might wish to perform for a A-calculus expression is to
reduce it to a simpler form. As an example, we next implement parallel reduction for
a A-calculus expression.® Unlike full reduction, parallel does not reduce any newly
created redexes. Therefore, it terminates even for expressions with no p-normal
form. Parallel reduction may be specified by the following inductive definition:

M= M M=M N=N M=M N=N
X=x AMXM=AxM MN = M'N'’ (Ax.M)N = M'{N'/x}

We use iter0O to implement parallel reduction below. The tricky part is the case
for applications. We must determine whether the first component of an application
is a lam expression, and if so, perform the reduction. However, we cannot do a
case analysis on expressions, as the type Exp a is abstract. Therefore, we implement
parallel reduction with a “pairing” trick.” As we iterate over the term, we produce
two results, stored in the following record:

data PAR a = PAR { par :: Exp a, apply :: Exp a -> Exp a }

The first component, par, is the actual result we want — the parallel reduction of
the term. The second component, apply, is a function that we build up for the
application case. In the case of a lam expression, apply performs the substitution
in the reduced term. Otherwise, apply creates an app expression with its argument
and the reduced term.?

This example is from Schiirmann et al. (2001).

TPairing was first used to implement the predecessor operation for Church numerals. The iteration
simultaneously computes the desired result with auxiliary operations.

81n Haskell, the notation apply x projects the apply component from the record x.
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parAux :: ExpF (PAR a) -> PAR a
parAux (Lam f) = PAR { par = lam (par . f . var),
apply = par . £ . var }
where
var :: Exp a -> PAR a
var x = PAR { par = x, apply = app x }
parAux (App x y) = PAR { par = apply x (par y),
apply = app (apply x (par y)) }

parallel :: (forall v. Exp v) -> (forall v. Exp v)
parallel x = par (iter0O parAux x)

For example,

show (parallel (app (lam (\x -> app x x)) (lam (\y -> y))))
= "((fn a. a) (fn a. a))"

While we could not write the most natural form of parallel reduction with iter0,
other operations may be expressed in a very natural manner. For example, we can
implement the one-pass call-by-value cps-conversion of Danvy and Filinski (1992).
This sophisticated algorithm performs “administrative” redexes at the meta-level so
that the result term has no more redexes than the original expression. The algorithm
is based on two mutually recursive operations: cpsmeta performs CPS conversion
given a meta-level continuation (a term of type Exp a -> Exp a), and cpsobj does
the same with an object-level continuation (a term of type Exp a).

data CPS a = CPS { cpsmeta :: (Exp a -> Exp a) -> Exp a,
cpsobj :: Exp a -> Exp a }

If we are given a value (i.e. a A-expression or a variable), the function value below
describes its cps conversion. Given a meta-continuation k, we apply k to the value.
Otherwise, given an object continuation c, we create an object application of c to
the value.

value :: Exp a -> CPS a
value x = CPS { cpsmeta = \k -> k x, cpsobj = \c -> app ¢ x }

The operation cpsAux takes an expression whose subcomponents have already
been cps converted and cps converts it. For application, translation is the same in
both cases except that the meta-case converts the meta-continuation into an object
continuation with lam.

cpsAux :: ExpF (CPS a) -> CPS a
cpsAux (App el e2) = CPS { cpsmeta = \k -> appexp (lam k),
cpsobj = appexp }
where appexp ¢ =
(cpsmeta el) (\y1 ->
(cpsmeta e2) (\y2 ->
app (app y1 y2) ¢))
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For functions, we use value, but we must transform the function to bind both the
original and continuation arguments and transform the body of the function to use
this object continuation. The outer lam binds the original argument. We use value
for this argument in £ and cpsobj yields a body expecting an object continuation
that the inner lam converts to an expression.

cpsAux (Lam f) = value (lam (lam . cpsobj . f . value))

Finally, we start cps with iter0O by abstracting over an arbitrary dynamic context
a and transforming the argument with respect to that context.

cps :: (forall a. Exp a) -> (forall a. Exp a)
cps x = lam (\a -> cpsmeta (iterO cpsAux x) (\m -> app a m))

show (cps (lam (\x -> app x x)))
= "(fn a. (a (fn b. (fn c. ((b B) cINN*"

Above, a is the initial continuation, b is the argument x, and c is the continuation
for the function.

3 Encoding iteration in [

In the previous section, we implemented iter as a recursive function and used a
recursive type, Rec, to define Exp. To prevent case analysis, we hid this definition of
Rec behind a module boundary. However, module abstraction is not the only way
to prevent case analysis. Furthermore, term and type recursion are not necessary to
implement this data type. We may define iter and Rec in the fragment of Haskell
that corresponds to [, (Girard, 1971) so that iteration is the only elimination form
for Rec. This implementation appears in Figure 5.

The encoding is similar to the encoding of covariant data types in the polymorphic
A-calculus (Bohm & Berarducci, 1985) or to the encoding of Church numerals.
We encode an expression of type Exp a as its elimination form. For example, an
expression of type Exp a should take an elimination function of type (ExpF a -> a)
and return an a. To implement cata, we apply the expression to the elimination
function.

To create an expression, roll must encode this elimination. Therefore, roll
returns a function that applies its argument f (the elimination function) to the result
of iterating over x. Again, to use xmap, we need a right inverse for cata f. The term
place in Figure 5 is an expression that, when analyzed, returns its argument. We
can show that place is a right inverse by expanding the above definitions:

cata f . place = (\x -> cata f (place x))
(\x -> (place x) f)

A\x > (A\y -> x) £))
Ax —> x)

3.1 Reasoning about iteration

There are powerful tools for reasoning about programs written in the polymorphic
A-calculus. For example, we know that all programs that are written in F, will
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type Rec f a = (f a -> a) -> a

data ExpF a = Lam (a -> a) | App a a
type Exp a = Rec ExpF a

roll :: ExpF (Exp a) -> Exp a
roll x = \f -> f (fst (xmapExpF (cata f, place)) x)

place :: a -> Exp a
place x = \f -> x

lam :: (Exp a -> Exp a) -> Exp a
lam x = roll (Lam x)

app :: Exp a -> Exp a -> Exp a
app y z = roll (App y z)

xmapExpF :: (a -> b, b -> a) -> (ExpF a -> ExpF b, ExpF b -> ExpF a)
xmapExpF (f,g) = (\x -> case x of Lam x -> Lam (f . x . g)
App y z => App (f ) (f 2),
\x -> case x of Lam x -> Lam (g . x . f)
App y z -> App (g y) (g z))
cata :: (ExpF a -> a) -> Exp a -> a
cata f x = x f

iterO :: (ExpF a -> a) -> (forall b. Exp b) -> a
iter0 = cata

Fig. 5. Catamorphism in the F,, fragment of Haskell.

terminate. Therefore, we can argue that the examples of the previous section are
total on all inputs that may be expressed in the polymorphic A-calculus, even
terms such as app (lam (\x -> app x x))(lam (\x -> app x x)) that diverge
in the object language. Unfortunately, we cannot argue that these examples are
total for arbitrary Haskell terms. For example, calling any of these routines
on lam (let £ x = f x in f) will certainly diverge. Furthermore, even if the
arguments to iteration are restricted to [F,, if the operation itself uses type or term
recursion, then it could still diverge. For example, using the recursive data type
Value from Section 2, we can implement the untyped A-calculus evaluator with
iterO.

Parametricity is another way to reason about programs written in F,, (Reynolds,
1983). As awkward as they may be, one of the advantages to programming with
catamorphisms instead of general recursion is that we may reason about our
programs using algebraic laws that follow from parametricity. While the following
laws only hold for F,, we may be able to prove alternate versions of them for
Haskell, using techniques developed by Johann (2002).

Using parametricity, we can derive what are known as free theorems (Wadler,
1989) about expressions. They are “free” in the sense that we do not actually need
to know anything about the implementation of the expression. The theorems are
available merely as a consequence of the expression type-checking. For example,
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given any expression x of type forall a. (b a -> a) -> a, we know that the
following free theorem holds:

(f . f2=id A f . g=h . fst (xmap{Ibl|}(f,£’))) = f (x g = x h.

In particular, we know it holds for expressions of type forall a. Exp a by
substituting ExpF for b. This is not entirely obvious because Exp is defined in terms
of other constructors: forall a. Exp a is the same as forall a. (Rec ExpF a),
which in turn is equal to forall a. (ExpF a -> a) -> a.

The equivalence = in this theorem is equivalence in some parametric model of F,,
such as the term model with n-equivalence. Using the free theorem, we can prove
a number of properties about iteration. First, we can show that iterating roll is an
identity function.

Theorem 3.1
iterO roll = id.

Proof

By the definitions of iter0 and cata, we know that for iterO roll = id to be
true, it must be the case that x roll = x, for all x. If we instantiate the free theorem
such that f is iterO h, £’ is place, and g is roll we have that

(iter0 h . place = id A
iterO h . roll = h . fst (xmap{|ExpF|}(iter0 h, place))) =
iter0 h (x roll) = x h.

Then by unfolding the definitions of iter0 and place

iter0 h . place= (\x -> x h) . (\y -> \f > y)
=\x > (\y >\f . y)xh
=\x > (\f >x) h
=\x -> x

we can see that we have the first equality required by the implication. Next we need
to prove that it is the case that

iterO h . roll = h . fst (xmap{|ExpF|}(iter0 h, place)).
By extensionality we can conclude this equality will only be true if for any x,
iter0 h (roll x) = h (fst (xmap{|ExpF|}(iter0 h, place))) x.
Here we can note that on the right-hand side of the equation,
h (fst (xmap{|ExpF|}(iter0O h, place))) x,

is just the expansion of roll x h. Dually, the left-hand side of the equation,
iter0 h (roll x), reduces to roll x h. Therefore, we have our second premise.

Our free theorem then gives us iter0 h (x roll) = x h, which is the same
as x roll h = x h by reducing iter0. Finally, we can conclude x roll = x by
extensionality. O
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Using this equality we can show the uniqueness property for iter, which describes
when a function is equal to an application of iter. It resembles an induction
principle for iter0.

Theorem 3.2 (Uniqueness)

Jf°f . £ =id A f . roll =h . fst (xmap{|ExpF|}(f,f’))
=
f = iter0O h.

Proof
The reverse direction of the biconditional follows directly from the definitions of
iter0 and roll. The forward direction of the biconditional follows from the free
theorem.

For the forward direction we need to show that

(f . £ AN f . roll =h . fst (xmap{|ExpF|}(f,f’))) = f = iterO h.

Therefore, we assume £ . £’ and £ . roll = h . fst (xmap{|ExpF|}(£f,£’)).
By our free theorem we know that

(f . £2Af . roll = h . fst (xmap{|ExpF|}(f,f’)))=f (x roll) = x h.

So by our assumptions we know that f (x roll) = x h. From our previous
result, we know that iter0 roll = id, which is the same as x roll = x by
extensionality and reduction. Given x roll = x, it is the case that f x = x h
holds. By definition iter0 h x = x h, which implies f x = iterO h x, which in
turn implies f = iter0 h by extensionality.

For the other direction, assume that f = iter 0 h. Next we need to show
there exists a £’ such that the equalities f . £f’> = id and £ . roll = h . fst
(xmap{|ExpF|}(f, £’)) are true. We guess that place would be a good choice
for £’, because we know iterO h . place = id from Theorem 3.1. Therefore,
choosing place for £’ provides us with the first equality. Next we want to prove
that £ . roll = h . fst(xmap{|ExpF|}(f, place)). This equality holds if

iterO h . roll = h . fst(xmap{|ExpF|}(iter 0 h, place))

does. However, we have already shown that both sides of this equation are equal to
roll x h as part of Theorem 3.1, so the proof is complete. O

Finally, the fusion law can be used to combine the composition of a function
f and an iteration into a single iteration. This law follows directly from the free
theorem.

Theorem 3.3 (Fusion)

(f.f>=3id A f.g=nh . fst(xmap{|ExpF|}(£,£?)))
=
f . iter0 g = iterO h.
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Proof
By using the free theorem, we know

(f . £2Af . roll =h . fst (xmap{|ExpF|}(f,£’)))=f (x roll) = x h.

Then begin by assuming £ . £’ = idandf . g = h . fst(xmap{|ExpF|}(f,£’))
toobtainf (x g) = x h. Fromf (x g) = x h we want to prove f . iter0 g =
iter0 h. This holds if £ (x g) = x h does, which we know is true from the
definition of iterO. OJ

4 Enforcing parametricity with modal types

In the next section, we formally describe the connection between the interface
we have provided for iteration over HOAS and the modal calculus of Schiirmann,
Despeyroux and Pfenning (SDP) (2001). We do so by using our library to give a
sound and complete embedding of the SDP calculus into F,,. First, we provide a
brief overview of the static and dynamic semantics of this calculus. The syntax of
the SDP calculus is shown in Figure 6.

The static semantics of the SDP calculus are shown in Figure 8. The SDP type
system is defined in terms of a judgement Q;Y " M : A which is read as “term M
has type A with respect to the valid environment Q and the local environment Y.
A separate typing judegment Q;Y F* © : A(X) is used to mean “the replacement
© maps constants in X to their well-typed terms iterated with type A with respect
to the valid environment ) and the local environment Y. Iteration types are
defined in Figure 7, and will be explained in more detail shortly. In addition to
well-formed terms, the SDP static semantics also defines what it means for a term
to be atomic or in canonical form. This is indicated with the judgements ¥ " M | B
and ¥ " M 1 B, respectively. Canonical forms in SDP are -normal, -long terms.

The dynamic semantics of the SDP calculus are described in Figures 9 and 10.
The dynamic semantics consist of two judgements and a rewrite system: The first
judegment is ¥ ' M — V: A, read as “term M evaluates to value V with type
A”, and the second judgment is ¥ F* M 1 V : B, which is read as “term M is
canonicalized to value V with type B”. Replacements are evaluated using a rewrite
system called elimination, written as (A,¥,®)(V) and read as “value V is eliminated
with respect to the pure context ¥ and the type A”. Elimination always rewrites to
another value, and is analogous to the application of a catamorphism.

The SDP calculus enforces the parametricity of function spaces with modal types.
Modal necessity in logic is used to indicate those propositions that are true in all
worlds. Consequently, these propositions can make use of only those assumptions
that are also true in all worlds. In Pfenning and Davies’s (2001) interpretation of
modal necessity, necessarily true propositions correspond to those formulae that
can be shown to be valid. Validity is defined as derivable with respect to only
assumptions that themselves are valid assumptions. As such, the typing judgments
have two environments (also called contexts), one for valid assumptions, Q, and
one for “local” assumptions, Y. The terms corresponding to the introduction and
elimination forms for modal necessity are box and let box. We give them the following
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(Pure Types) B :=Db|1|B;y =B, |B; xB;

(Types) A = B‘A]‘)Az‘A1><A2H:‘A

(Terms) M = x|c|{()[Ax:AM|M;M; | boxM
| letbox x: A =M;inM; | (M7, M;) |fstM | snd M
‘ iter [A] ‘Az][®} M

(Term Replacement) © = B |OW{x— M}|OW{c— M}

(Pure Environment) Y o= Jd|Yu{x:B}

(Valid Environment) Q = J[Qw{x:A}

(Local Environment) Y = @Y w{x:A}

(Signatures) Y= @|XwW{c:B— Db}

Fig. 6. Syntax of SDP calculus.

typing rules:

Q;F" M : A
Q:;Y F" boxM : OA

tp_box

Q;Ylim) M, OA; QLU{XIA]};YPDP My Ay
Q:;YF letbox x: A7 =M;inM; : Ay

tp_letb

A boxed term, M, has type LJA only if it has type A with respect to the valid
assumptions in Q, and no assumptions in local environment. The let box elimination
construct allows for the introduction of valid assumptions into Q, binding the
contents of the boxed term M; in the body M;. This binding is allowed because
the contents of boxed terms are well-typed themselves with only valid assumptions.
Another way to think about modal necessity is that terms with boxed type are
“closed” and do not contain any free variables, except those that are bound to
closed terms themselves.

Operationally, boxed terms behave like suspensions, while let box substitutes the
contents of a boxed term for the bound variable. Because the operational semantics
is defined simultaneously with conversion to canonical forms, it is parameterized by
the environment ¥ that describes the types of free local variables appearing in the
expression.

YR M] < box M; ZDA1 YT Mz{M%/X}‘—) V:Az
Y letbox x: A1 =M7inMp; = V: A,

ev_letb

To enforce the separation between the iterative and parametric function spaces,
the SDP calculus defines those types, B, that do not contain a modal type to be
“pure”. Objects in the calculus with type OB, boxed pure types, can be examined
intensionally using an iteration operator, while objects of arbitrary impure type, A,
cannot. This forces functions of pure type, Ax : B;.M : By — B, to be parametric.
This is because the input, x, to such a function does not have a boxed pure type,
and there is no way to convert it to one — x will not be free inside of a boxed
expression in M. Consequently, the functions of pure type may only treat their
inputs extensionally, making them parametric.
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Ab) = A

ALl 21
A<B] —)Bz> £ A(B]>—)A<Bz>
A(B1 x B2) = A(By) x A(B2)

Fig. 7. Iteration types.

The language is parameterized by a constant type b and a signature, X, of data
constructor constants, c, for that base type. Each of the constructors in this signature
must be of type B — b. Because B is a pure type, these constructors may only take
parametric functions as arguments. In the original presentation of SDP multiple
base types were allowed, however this required keeping track of the subordination
relationship which characterizes the dependencies between constants in the signature.
We felt that the added complication did not add anything to our results.

Consider a signature describing the untyped A-calculus, £ = {app: bxb — b,lam :
(b — b) — b}, where the constant type b corresponds to Exp. Using this signature,
we can write a function to count the number of bound variables in an expression,
as we did in Section 2.°

countvar = A\x : (b.iter[(Ib, int][{app — Ay : int.Az : inty + z,
lam— Af :int — int.f1}] x

The term iter intensionally examines the structure of the argument x and replaces
each occurrence of app and lam with Ay : int.Az : int.y +z and Af : int — int.f1
respectively.

The argument to iteration, M, must have a pure closed type to be analyzable.
Analysis proceeds via walking over M and using the replacement ©, a finite map
from constants to terms, to substitute for the constants in the term M. The type A
is the type that will replace the base type b in the result of iteration. The notation
A(B), defined in Figure 7, substitutes A for the constant b in the pure type B.
Each term in the range of the replacements must also agree with replacing b with
A. We verify this fact with the judgment Q;Y F* © : A(X), which requires that if
O(c) = M. and X(c) = B, then M. must have type A(B.).

Operationally, iteration in the SDP calculus works in the following fashion:

Y M < boxM’: B
"M V' :B
YE(AY,0)(V') = V:A(B)
Y " iter [OB, A][@] M — V: A(B)

ev._it

First, the argument to iteration M is evaluated, ¥ " M — box M’ : B, producing
a boxed object containing M’. M’ is then evaluated to m-long canonical form
via @ F" M’ f V' : B. Next we perform elimination of that canonical form,
(A, ¥,0)(V'), walking over V' and using O to replace the occurrences of constants.
Finally, we evaluate that result, ¥ " (A, ¥,0)(V’) — V : A(B).

9For simplicity, our formal presentation of SDP (in Figure 6) does not include integers. However, it is
straightforward to extend the language with integer types distinct from pure types.
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Y M | B| Atomic terms

Y(x) =B X Y(c)=B—b X
‘PI‘—“"PxiBafvar ‘l’l’—mc‘LB—>ba’cons
WPDPV]le—)B1 WPDI,VZ’H*BZ Wlim,\/l]% x B,
SDP. at*app TSP £y b at_fst
YE"VIV, | By Y stV | By
YV | B xB; tsnd
YE sndV [ B, oo
Y "M 1 B| Canonical terms
YV |b X Yu{x:B1}F" V1 B, |
vy pp A8 YE Ax:By.V 1 By — B, coan-am

YEV, 4By YETV, 1B,

- can_prod
Y <V],V2> ﬂ*B] X Bz

Q;Y ¥ ©:A(L)| Replacement typing rules

Vei € dom(Z) dom(©®) =dom(LZ) ZX(ci)=Bi Q;YF"0O(ci): A(By)
Q;YF"O:A(X)

Q;YF"M:A| Term typing rules

x ¢ dom(Q) Y(x)=A x ¢ dom(Y) Q(x)=A
— tp_var sor tp_bvar
Q; Y x: A Q; Y P x: A

tp_rep

) Z(c)=B—b
o tp-unit - tp_con
Q; 7V ()1 Q;YF c:B—=b

Q:Yu{x:AJF"M: A,
Q:YEF"A:A T M:A; = A,

tp_abs

Q;VE" Myt Ay =5 Ay QY Mot Ay

; tp-a
Q,Y PDP M]M] ZAZ p-app

Q:YE"M; :OA; Quix: A LEYE"M,: A, Q:F"M:A
o ; tp_letb sop tp_box
Q;YF letbox x: A7 =M ;inM, : A, Q;Y F" boxM : A

Q;Yl_sw M] ZA] Q,Y B MzZAz . Q;YPDPMZA1 XAZ
> tp_pair - tp_fst
Q,Y" <M1,M2>2A] X Ay Q,Y" fStMZA]

Q:YE"M:A; x A, Q;YE"M:OB Q;YE"0:A(L)
- tp_snd e tp_iter
Q;YF" sndM : A, Q;Y F"iter [OB, A][©] M : A(B)

Fig. 8. SDP static semantics.
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Y " M 1 V : B | Canonicalization

WlﬁuvM(_)V:b WH'J{X:B]}}EDPMX/H\V:BZ
—r o <+, ec.at Sop ec_arr
YE M Vb Y M4 Ax:Bi.V:B; — B,

YE fStM 1 V;:B; YE sndM 1}V, : B,
WPDPM’TT<V1,V2>ZB1 XBZ

ec_pair —_— i
p Y M n <> 1 ec_unit

YE"M S VA | Evaluation

—Y——————— ev.var " _ t —— _uni
Y x—x:B YET s c:B b ooons WP‘“()H():]evumt
DVwix: Al "M A,
P ev_lam
YE }\XZA].M‘-}}\XZA].MZA]HAZ
W'EDPM]‘H)\XZAz.MQIAzﬁA1 \PliDPM];)V1:B2—)B1
WPDPMZC—)VziAZ W"SDPV]\LBzﬂB]
YR M%{Vz/X}‘HV:A1 YR MzﬂVz:Bz
SDP ev,app spp ev_at
Y M]Mz‘-}VZA] Y M]Mz‘-}V]VzZB1
@;‘PFSDP M] ZB] @;WFSDP MzIBz .
ev_pair

YT <M],Mz> — <M],M2> : B] X Bz

WET M < (My,Ma):A; x Ay WEM; — VA,

W fstM — V: A, ev-fst
WlﬁDPMﬂ‘<V1,V2>ZB1 XBZ tst_at
YE fstM — Vp By o od
W'ﬂ)PM‘—)<M1,M2>ZA] XAZ “PPDPMz‘—)VZAz
VE sndM < V: A, ev-snd
WlﬁDPMﬂ<V1,V2>ZB1 XBZ d.at @;@'ﬁDPMZA b
YE sndM — V, B, o8 G oM < box M DA ©V%

WE" My — boxMf :OA; WE" Myp(Mf/x) = VA,
Y let box x: Aj = M;inM; — VA,

ev_letb

Y "M — box M’ : (B
"M V' :B
Y (A, 3,0)(V') — V:A(B)
Y P jter OB, A[@] M — V: A(B)

ev_it

Fig. 9. SDP evaluation rules.

Elimination, described in Figure 10, is used to compute the iteration of a term
after iteration. The only interesting cases to elimination are those for variables,
constants, and abstractions. When elimination encounters an abstraction, it chooses
a fresh variable and adds it to the mapping ©. It then eliminates recursively on the
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(A, ¥,0)(M) | Elimination

AV,0)x) 2ok &V AVl 2 e °-oonst

(A, Yu{x:BLOW{x— xH(V) =M
(A, ¥,0)(Ax:B.V) = Ax': A(B).M

el_lam

<A,\P,@>(V]] = M] <A7\yv®>(vz) = MZ el app <A7\yv@>(v) = M | f t
(A, ¥,0)(V1 V1) 2 MuM, B (A, ¥,0)(fstV) = fstM ©°

AWO)VIEM  AVEOIV)EM ANOVIEM
(A, ¥,0)(sndV) = sndm " (A W,0)((V1,Va)) = (M, My) a

Aw.e)) 2 chunit

Fig. 10. SDP elimination rules.

(Kinds) K o= % | K] — Kz

(Types) =1]0]a|t =1 | Vokt |ty X2 [ (Wit .o, by i)
| Ax:kT|TiT2

(Terms) e x= x| ()| Ax:T.e|erer | Aa:k.e|e[t]|(er,ez) |fste|snde
| inj, eof T | casee of inj,, x7ine;y ... inj,_ x,ine,

(Type Environment) A == @ |AwW{x: Kk}

(Term Environment) T = @|TW{x:T}

Fig. 11. Syntax of [, with unit, void, products, and variants.

body M of the abstraction, wrapping the result with an abstraction of the correct
type, one where b is replaced by A. The variable and the constant cases use the
mappings in the replacement ©.

To simplify the presentation of our encoding, in the next section, we have made a
few changes to the SDP calculus. First, while the language presented in this paper
has only one pure base type b, the SDP calculus allows the signature X to contain
arbitrarily many base types. However, the extension of our encoding to several base
types is straightforward. Also, to make the constants of the pure language more
closely resemble data type constructors, we have forced them all to be of the form
B — b instead of any arbitrary pure type B. To facilitate this restriction, we add
unit and pairing to the pure fragment of the calculus so that constructors may take
any number of arguments.

5 Encoding SDP in [,

The terms that we defined in Section 3, roll and iter, correspond very closely
to the constructors and iteration primitive of the SDP calculus. In this section, we
strengthen this observation by showing how to encode all programs written in the
SDP calculus into F,, using a variation of these terms.
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AFE® 1:k|  Well-formed types

Ala) =k AILUT]:* AF® 150 %
— wf_tvar wf_arrow
AF® ok AFY 19 515 1%

AwW{o:k}FY T:%x

wi_forall — wf_unit — wf_void
AF® Vo :kT:x AFY T:%— % AF® 0:%
AF®Y 1% AFY 15 :% . AF® T1:0% ... Alﬁ”ﬂrn:* .
wf_times wf_variant
AF® Ty XTo 1% AFC (L, Ly iTe)
Aw{o: k) Tk, ABC ik ok AR 1,k
wf_abs i wf_app
AF®Y Ax: K. T: K] — K2 AF®Y 197 1 K2

AT Well-formed environments

Vx:tel AF® 1:x%
AFCT

wf_env

Fig. 12. Well-formedness of types and environments for [, .

There are two key ideas behind our encoding:

e We use type abstraction to ensure that the encoding of boxed objects obeys the
closure property of the source language, and prevents variables from the local
environment from appearing inside these terms. To do so, we parameterize
our encoding by a type that represents the current world and maintain the
invariant that all variables in the local environment mention the current world
in their types. Because a term enclosed within a box must be well-typed in any
world, when we encode a boxed term we use a fresh type variable to create
an arbitrary world. We then encode the enclosed term with that new world
and wrap the result with a type abstraction. As a consequence, the encoding
of a data structure within a box cannot contain free local variables because
their types would mention that fresh type variable outside of the scope of the
type abstraction. The essence of this encoding was also used by Honsell and
Miculan (1996) in formalizing dynamic logic within a logical framework.

e We encode constants in the source language as their elimination form with
roll. Furthermore, we restrict the result of elimination to be of the type that
is the world in which the term was encoded. However, the encoding of boxed
expressions quantifies over that world, allowing the resulting computations to
be of arbitrary type.

The encoding of the SDP calculus can be broken into four primary pieces:
the encodings for signatures, types, terms, and replacements. To simplify our
presentation, we extend the target language with unit, void, products, and variants.
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A;I"ILF‘” e:T

AFCT T(x)=r ATEY e:t ARY 1=, 17"
— tp_var
ATHEY x:T ATHEC et

*
tp_eq

A e Ty @ % A;Fw{x:’r1}l—[Fwe:Tz

= tp_abs
A;TEY Ax:Tr.e:T) — T2

ATHEC e1imy 51, ATH® 501 AHler
1 l[F 2 22T 4 app .
ATHE® erer 1o A;TEC ()i Vo .1 ()

tp_unit

AW{x:khTFY e:T AFC vk ATH® e Vaikt
tp_tabs P
A;TFY Ax:k.e:Vo:k.T AT EC e[t']:t{t'/a}

tp_tapp

A;Nf‘” e T A;I“I—[F‘” ey Ty . A;FI—[F“’e:’UXTz
P tp_pair tp_fst
AT E® (eg,e2) 111 X T2 A;T E® fste: T

A;N—‘” e:Ty XT2
A;TF® snde: T,

tp_snd

AFY 1% ... ATEFCe:rty ... AFY 1 :%

P tp_variant
AT EC inj, eof (L, L, Ly i T

AR ST FIE: SEUIUN I,

A:T e e:(Liitr,. e i)
AT W {x s e e L A;F&J{xn:'tn}l—[h“ en: T

. . . * . . tpicase
AT EC caseeofmh] xpiney ...inj; Xxpine, @ T

Fig. 13. Typing rules for [F.

The syntax of these terms appears in Figure 11. In the remainder of this section, we
present the details of the encoding and describe the most interesting cases.

5.1 Signatures

The encoding of signatures in the SDP calculus, notated T(X), corresponds to
generating the type constructor whose fixed point defines the recursive data type.
(For example, ExpF in Section 2.) The argument of the encoding, a specified world
T, corresponds to the argument of the type constructor.

For this encoding, we assume the aid of an injective function . that maps data
constructors in the source language to distinct labels in the target language. We also
need an operation called parameterization, notated T(B) and defined in Figure 18.
This operation parameterizes pure types in the source calculus with respect to a
given world in the target language, and produces a type in the target language.
Essentially, T(B) “substitutes” the type T for the base type, b, in B.
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A e T) =gy T2 1 K

Fo . AF® T =50 T2 i K

[FAI_A tp_eq_refl = ! Zfn 72 tp_eq_sym

AFY T=p,T:K AFY T =g, T1:K

AFE® 1y =5 Tk AE® 1, =5, T30 K Ala) =«
! ~hn P 2 2 7bn 3 tp_eq_trans # tp_eq_var
AFE® 1) =g, T3 1K AFE® ao=gy x:K
Afe Ax:ky.t)T' ik or AF® 1{1'/a}:k
P tp_eq_abs_beta
AFY Ax:ky.1)T =gy T/} 1
A e (Ao :ky.Ta): Ky — K2 Or AF® Tk Sk « & FTV(1)
tp_eq_abs_eta

AR (Ax:T1.TX) =gy T K] — K2

AW{x: K1}I—[F‘” Ti =pn T2 1 K2

P tp_eq.abs
AF® Nt K1.T1 =pn AX 1 K1.T2 1 K] — K

F F
A"w’f] =pn T3 1 K1 — K2 Al—w’TZEBn"ulK

. tp_eqg_app
AF® T1T2 =pn T3T4 1 K2

= tp_eq_unit — tp_eq_void
AFC T=pq Tix— % AF® 0=py0:%

Aw{o: k) e T =pn T2 1%

r tp_eq_forall
AFE® Vo kT =gy Voo KT 1%

A e T =gn T3 1% A He Ty =pn T4 1%

tp_eq.arrow
AFE® T = Ty =gy T3 = T4 1 %

A e Ty =pgn T3 1% A e Ty =pn T4 1%

P tp_eq_times
AF® T) X Ty =gy T3 X Ty 1 %
Few _ ’ . Fw — .
AFE®Y Ty =pq 11 1% ... AFY T, =gy T, 1% ,
tp_eq_variant
AEC (L, b)) =pn (Lo Ty, e I s T) o

Fig. 14. Type congruences for [F,,.

We encode a signature as a variant. Each field corresponds to a constant c; in the

signature, labeled according to ., and a type that is the result of parameterizing
the argument type of c; with the provided type.

Vei € dom(X) X(cy) =By — b

L) = (PL(c1) :T(B1),..., ZL(cn) : T(Bn)) en_sig
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AT e e =pn€2:T

A;TEC et ATHS e =g €517
P eq_refl eqg-_sym
A;TEY e=gpe:T A;TEY ey =gner:T

A;I"ILF‘U €] =pn €2:T A;FI—[F“’ € =pn €3:T

AT He ¢ =pn€3:T

eq-trans

A;Flfwez et AFY t=g, T % A;TEC e 1(T
ﬁn[F il eq-tp_eq P (7) eq_unit
ATE® e=ppe T ATEY e=py (MTl: 1T

AECT T(x)=1

- eq.var
ATEY x=pnx:7T

A;T e (Ax:T7.e)e’:t or A;T e efe’/x}: T

- - eq.abs_beta
A;TEY (Ax:Ty.e)e’ =g, efe’/x}:T

AT e (Ax:T1.ex):T7 —5 T2 or A;Flﬁrw e:T) 2 T2 xé&FV(e)
eq-abs_eta

A;T o (Ax:Ti.ex) =gn €:T) = T2

A:T e (Aa:kee)[tl:t or A;TE® elt/a}: 7
AT E® (Aac:k.e)[t] =gy e{t/a} T’

eq-tabs_beta

A;THEY A kel :Va: ket or A;THEFY e:Va:kt o€ FTV(e)

r eq_tabs_eta
AT E® (Ax:keela]) =gn e: Vo kT
A;T (e1,€2):T1 X T2 ]
P eq_pair_betal
AT E® fst(er,ex) =pn €1 : T
A;Fl—[F‘” €1,€2):T1 XT
F fer,e2) i 2 eq-_pair_beta?2
AT E snd(er,e;) =gy €2 : T2
ATEY ety X T2 .
eqg_pair_eta
AT E (fste,snde) =g, €:7T1 X T,
A;F&J{x:ﬁ}l—ﬂ" €] =gn €21 T3 A 1 =gn T2:K
F eq._abs
A;TEY Ax i Tr.e1 =gy AX 1 T2.€2 1T — T3
A:T P = : — A:T Fe = :
5 €1 =pn €3: T T2 5 €2 =pn €4 :T eq.app

[
A,F e €1€2 =pn €364 1 T2

Aw{o:k};THEY ey =pnex:T

P eq_tabs
AT EY Axikeep =gy A keey Vo kT

Fig. 15. Term congruences for [, (part 1).
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A;T e €] =pn €2:7T

A;T o e =pn €2 : Vo kT A He T1 =gn T2 1 K

AT e [1y] =3y e2lta] : tiTy /o)

eq_tapp

A;FIE‘“ e] =g e3:T1 AT o € =pgn €4 : T2

eq_pair
A;F I_[Fw <€],€2> =gn <€3,€4> 1T X T2

A;FIE‘” €] =pgn €2:T1 X T2 A;I“ILF“’ €] =gp €2:T1 XT3
P eq_fst G eq._snd
AT E fstey =g, fste; 11y A;TF® sndey =g, snde, : T,

A;F}—[F‘” €] =gn €2: Ty A e Ty =gy T2 1K

P eq.inj
A;TE injejof 11 =gy injiezof t2: (..., liTy,...)

AT e e =gnez:(Li:Tr,...,lnTh)
AT w{y; :T1}I—[F‘” ef=pnef:T ... ATW{yn:Ta) e e; =pnen:T

- eq.case
A;T F casee; of inj,, yiine; =p, caseey of inj,, yriney : 12

L. ., L. .,
mj, ynine, inj,_yniney

AT Wiy, :Tﬁ!f“’ er:t ... ATW{yn:tntF¥ e : T

T eq_case_beta
A;T E case (inj, eof )(Ly :T1,... , 1y 1 Tn) of =p, eile/yi} i T2
inj, yyine;

mj, Yynne,

Fig. 16. Term congruences for [, (part 2).

We often use parameterization and the signature translation to build type
constructors in the target language, so we define the following two abbreviations:

B* = Aa:%.(B) L' = Ax:x.o(L)

If we were to start from the version of SDP that includes multiple base types,
each disjoint base type in the signature would be translated to a different variant
type. If there was a mutually recursive dependency between two or more base types,
we would need to combine them into a single base type using a technique like the
Bekic-Leszczytowski Theorem, and then encode that new type as a single variant in
Fo (1984; 1971).

5.2 Types

As with the encoding of signatures, the encoding of types is parameterized by the
worlds in which they occur. We write the judgment for encoding a type A in the
source calculus in world T as A+ A >, 1'. The environment A tracks type variables
allocated during the translation and allows us to choose variables that are not in
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T1(X) =1, | Signatures

Ve edom(X) X(c;) =By — b
T<Z> = <$(C1) :T<B1>)' .. )g(cn) :T<Bn>>

en_sig

x @A AW{a:*x o *FAD> T

tp.b tp_b

AFbo.Recz © P AF DA >, Yoix — w0 en-tp-box
————— en_tp_unit AFAIDrT AFAI BT, en_tp_arrow
AFio () P AFA S A bat o1, P

AFAID>.T) AFA DT,

_tp_prod
AFA] XA T X T2 en-tp-pro
__X¥= = en_var xe: en_bvar
AZExD>ex AR x> xAaxt] T
ad A Ad{x:x o *xhZFEMD>yce "
A;ZFbox M > Aotix — *.e en-box A2 () (LTl en-uni

S(c)=B—b AFB>.Tg

en_con
A;ZF e Ax :Tg.rollt](injy () x of Z*(Rec L 1))
A;ZEMp>re AFATD>T AZEMi>rer AZEMp>re;
= en_abs = en_app
A;ZEAX AT MDD AX:Tr.e A ZEM M, > eqer
AFOA; > T
AZEMi>rer AZU{XIEMy > en
= T en_letb
A;ZFlet box x: A7 = MiinM; > (Ax:Tq.e2)e;
AZEMi>rer AZEM;D>Lep en_pair AN;ZEMp>e
AZF (M, Mo) or (o1, €2 P AZFStM s, fste TSt
A;ZFMp>ie q
A;ZFsndM >, snde en-sn
AFAD>:TA AZFEODi*ee A;ZFEFMbDrem "
A=k iter [0B, Al[0] M > iter[B}[T][tA] eo em o
Replacements
Ve; € dom(©@) A;ZFO(ci) >+ ey
en_rep

A;ZF O™ Ax: I'ta.casexof inj, (., ) yiin(e1yy)

injy’(cn) Yn in (enyn)

Fig. 17. Full encoding of SDP.

https://doi.org/10.1017/50956796807006557 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0956796807006557

116 G. Washburn and S. Weirich

(b) = 1

(1) = 1(1)
T<B] —)Bz) = T<B]>—)T<B2>
©(B1 x B2) = 1(B1) x 7(B2)

Fig. 18. Parameterization.

scope. The two interesting cases for encoding types from the source calculus are those
for the base type and for boxed types. The case for b corresponds to Rec ExpF a
from Section 3. Therefore, we define the abbreviation Rec £ o = (X"at — «) — «,
intuitively a fixed point of I*, to the same idea of encoding a data type as its
elimination form.

AFbr>.Recl” T en-tp-b
The rule for boxed types uses type abstraction to ensure that the result is parametric
with respect to its world. Naively, we might expect to use a fresh type variable as the
new world and then encode the contents of the boxed type with that type variable.
This encoding ensures that the type is parametric with respect to its world and then
quantifies over the result.

a¢ A AW{a:xtFAD>,T
AFOA D>, Voxt’

en_tp_box_wrong

However, with this encoding we violate the invariant that the types of all free
local variables mention the current world, because the encoding does not involve .
Instead, we use the fresh type variable to create a new world from the current world
and consider « as a “world transformer”. During the translation, a term will be
encoded with a stack of world transformers, somewhat akin to stack of environments
in the implicit formulation of modal types by Pfenning and Davies (Davies &
Pfenning, 2001). Their type system is inspired by the semantic interpretation of S4
modal logic in terms of Kripke (1959) models.

a¢ A AW{n:x o *FAD>s T
AFOAD> Voix — %1

en_tp_box

The naive translation of the unit type also forgets the current world. For this reason,

we add a non-standard unit to F,, that is parameterized by the current world. In

other words, the unit type 1 is of kind * — % and the unit term () has type Voc:x.1( ).
Our type translation instantiates this type with the current world.

_— _tp_unit
AF 1o, 1(r) Py

This unconventional definition for unit is not a semantic problem, as it is derivable

from a more standard unit, with term unit of type Unit, as follows:

1
0

Aot x .o — Unit
Ao % Ax:ounit

> >

https://doi.org/10.1017/50956796807006557 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0956796807006557

Boxes go bananas 117

The semantics of our 1 and (), including the n-rule eq_unit in Figure 15, are fully
derivable from the standard semantics for unit and Unit.

The remaining types in the SDP language are encoded recursively in a straight-
forward manner. The complete rules can be found in Figure 17.

5.3 Terms and replacements

We encode the source term, M, with the judgment A;=+ M > e. In addition to the
current world, T, and the set of allocated type variables, A, the encoding of terms
is also parameterized by a set of term variables, =. This set of variables allows the
encoding to distinguish between variables that were bound with A and those bound
with let box. We will elaborate on why this distinction is necessary shortly.

Our encoding of boxed terms follows immediately from the encoding of boxed
types. Here we encode the argument term with respect to a fresh world transformer
applied to the present world and then wrap the result with a type abstraction.

axd A Ad{x:*x o *;=ZF MDDy e
A;ZFEbox M > Axix — x.e

en_box

We encode let box by converting it to an abstraction and application in the target
language. However, one might note the discrepancy between the type of the variable
we bind in the abstraction and the type we might naively expect.

AFOA > T
AZEMi>rer AZU{xXIEMo>ce;
A;ZFlet box x: Aj =MiinM; > (Ax:T7.e2)eq

en_letb

The type of x is A1 and so one might assume that the type of x in the target should
be the encoding of A7 in the world t. However, let box allows us to bind variables
that are accessible in any world and using A; encoded against T would allow the
result to be used only in the present world. Because the encoding of M will evaluate
to a type abstraction, a term parametric in its world, we do not immediately unpack
it by instantiating it with the current world. Instead we pass it as x and then, when
x appears we instantiate it with the current world. Consequently, we use = to keep
track of variables bound by let box. When encoding variables, we check whether x
occurs in = and perform instantiations as necessary.
x ¢z x €=

—————— en.var p en_bvar
AZEx>ex AT x> x[Aoc: x.T]

If the variable is in =, then it is applied to a world transformer that ignores its
argument, and returns the present world. This essentially replaces the bottom of
the world transformer stack captured by the type abstraction substituted for x with
the world T. Doing so ensures that if we substitute the encoding of a boxed term
into the encoding of another boxed term, the type correctness of the embedding is
maintained by correctly propagating the enclosing world.

Figure 19 shows the types and definitions of the library routines used by the
encoding. The only difference from those defined in Figure 5 is that iter abstracts

https://doi.org/10.1017/50956796807006557 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0956796807006557

118 G. Washburn and S. Weirich

cata: Vo (X' — o) — (Rec 2 o) — «
cata = Aoc:x. . Af: ("o — «).Ay : (Rec ¥ o).yf

place : Vo:x.c. — Rec X" «
place = Aoc:x Ax : oM@ (Z7o0 — «).x

xmap{t: *x — x| Va:xVp:ix(ax = B X — a) = (Ta = T X T — TK)

openiter{T : x — |} : Vou:*.(Z" ¢ — ) — T(Rec Z" ) — T«
openiter{T : x — x}} = Ac:xAf: ot — «.
fst (xmap{t}[Rec £ of[«](cata[x]f, place[o]))

iter{t : x — x| : Vy:xVo:x.(Z'x = ) — (VB:x = +.7(Rec Z* (By)) — T
iter{T:x — *} = Ayix Aok A1 T o — o
Ax: (VB :x — +.1(Rec Z* (By))).openiter{t][of(x[AS : x.«])

roll : Voo:x.X*(Rec " o) = Rec I* «
roll = Aoc:xAx:Z*(Rec ¥ o) Af: Lo — o.f(openiter{Z* o] f x)

Fig. 19. Library routines.

the current world and requires that its argument be valid in any transformation
of the current world. Again, we make use of the polytypic function xmap to lift
cata to arbitrary type constructors. Because xmap is defined by the structure of a
type constructor T, we cannot directly define it as a term in F,. Instead, we will
think of xmap{t]} as macro that expands to the mapping function for the type
constructor t. (We use the notation {-} to distinguish between polytypic instantiation
and parametric type instantiation.) This expansion is done according to the definition
in Figure 2. We do not cover the implementation here (see Hinze (2002) for details).

Encoding constants in the source calculus makes straightforward use of the library
routine roll. We simply translate the constant into an abstraction that accepts a term
that is the encoding of the argument of the constant, and then uses roll to transform
the injection into the encoding of the base type, Rec X* T.

Y(¢c)=B—b AFBr>.Tp
A;ZF e Ax o tproll[t](inj 4 () x of Z*(Rec L' 1))

en_con

The encoding of iteration is similarly straightforward. We instantiate our polytypic
function iter with a type constructor created from parameterizing B, and then
apply it to the current world and the encodings of the intended result type A, the
replacement term © and argument term M.

AFADTA AZFEODIree AZFEMbBrem
A;Z Fiter [(IB, Al[©] M > iter{B"}{t][TA] ee em

en_iter

The encoding of replacements © is uncomplicated and analogous to the encoding
of signatures. We construct an abstraction that consumes an instance of an encoded
signature, dispatching the variant using a case expression. In each branch, the
encoding of the corresponding replacement is applied to the argument of the
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injection.
Vei € dom(©) A;ZFO(Cy) >y ey

A;ZFOB>TA Ax: Lita.casexof injy, (. ) yrin(ejys)

en_rep

injff(cn) Ynin(enyn)

The encodings for the other terms in the source language are straightforward and
appear in Figure 17. Now that we have defined all of our encoding for any closed
term M in the SDP calculus, we put everything together to construct a term e in
our target calculus using the initial judgment &; @ - M >y e. We use the void type
as the initial world to enforce the parametricity of unboxed constants.

6 Static correctness

Our notion of static correctness is that encoding is type preserving. If we encode
a well-typed term M, the resulting term will be well-typed under the appropriately
translated environment. Furthermore, the converse is also true. If the encoding of
a term M is well-typed in the target language, then M must have been well-typed
in the source. This means that the target language preserves the abstractions of the
source language.

However, because we allow for the encoding of open terms, before we can begin
to reason about static correctness and other properties, we must first define a
relationship between source and target language environments.

Definition 6.1 (Encoding typing environments)
We write AFY >, T7 and AF Qr>T, to mean that

Vxx:AEY & x:ta €l where A T:xand AF Ay Ta
Vxx:A€Q & x:1a €I, where there exists some A F* T’ : x such that
AFOAD> TA

The relation for valid environments above is not parameterized by the current
world. A single valid environment may be encoded at many different target envir-
onments, depending on what worlds are chosen for each type in the environment.
However, in a sense the encodings are equivalent. If the translation of M type checks
with one encoding of Q, it will type check with any other encoding of Q.

The following theorem proves our primary static correctness result, supported by
a number of lemmas that appear after the proof.

Theorem 6.2 (Static correctness)

1. If A;dom(Q) F M >, e then
fAFY > T
and AFQ>T,
and AFAD>,TA
then Q;YE"M:A & AT W EC e:ta.
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2. If A;dom(Q) F ©>I* eg then
fFAFY >
and AFQp>T,
and A A Ta
then Q; Y E" ©:A(Z) & AT W E eg: I'TaA — Ta.

Proof
By mutual induction over A;dom(Q) F M >, e and
A;dom(Q) F O I eg.

Most cases make use of Definition 6.1 (environment encoding), Lemma A.12
(environment encoding well-formedness), and Lemma A.3 (inversion). In addition,
many cases involving explicitly typed terms make use of Lemma A.7 (uniqueness of
type encoding), Lemma A.2 (well-formedness of type encoding), Lemma A.6 (type
encodings is total and decidable), and Lemma 6.6 (type encoding with congruent
results). The last, we cover in more detail later.

e The case for en_bvar requires Lemma A.9 (world substitution on type encod-
ing), Lemma A.8 (encoding under congruent worlds), and Lemma 6.6 (typing
encoding with congruent results).

e The case for en_box requires the most difficult lemma, Lemma 6.3 (local
strengthening) which we cover in more detail later.

e The case for en_con requires Lemma A.10 (commutativity of parameterization
and type encoding).

e Finally, the case for en_iter makes use of Lemma A.10 (commutativity of
parameterization and type encoding) and Lemma A.11 (commutativity of
iteration types and type encoding).

O

An important lemma is required for boxed terms in the backward direction. To
show that the boxed term is well-typed in the source language, we need to show that
the local environment is empty.

We use the following lemma to do so, which guarantees that if the term is encoded
with respect to some world containing a type variable «, if the local environment
is encoded with respect to a world that does not contain the type variable «, then
those bindings must be unnecessary for the typing derivation.

Lemma 6.3 (Local strengthening)
e Assume AW{a:x —xFQ>Tyand AFY >, T, and @ ¢ FTV(1).
o If AW{x:x — x};dom(Q) F M>yc €
and AW{a:x = xpHwlh Fre:t
where AW{o:x =} F Ay T’
then Aw{a:x =+ et/

Proof

We cannot prove this lemma directly, but must instead generalize the induction
hypothesis, yielding the Lemma 6.4 (superfluous context elimination). It then follows
by instantiating Lemma 6.4 with Y; € {Y} and ¥ = &. O
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Ala) =k AIE“”U:* AFY 1 i %
——  whnf_var 3 whnf_arrow
AF® o |k AFY 19 515 %

ALﬂ{OLZK}l—[FwT:*

3 whnf_forall —5 . whnf_unit —+ . whnf_void
AFC Va: kT [ % AFC 1 T *x— % AFC 0%
AF® 19 1% AI—[F“’TZ:* . AI—[F“’”ﬁz* . AFY T 0% )
whnf_times whnf_variant
AF® Ty xTy % AFC (Lot by ite) Tx

Fo
AF®Y 11 k1 2 K2 AF® 12k

A o T2 [ Ky

whnf_app

Fig. 20. Definition of weak-head normal types for [,.

Lemma 6.4 (Superfluous context elimination)

. f Aw{a:* — x};dom(Q)F M >y e
and AFYi> [}
and o € FTV(I})
and AW{x:x = xFQ>T
and AW{ax:x = xtFE Y >g T
and Aw{o:x o +LETwRw. . wl,wl' e et/
where AW{a:x =« F A>T
then AW{a:x — x;TWT e e 1.
2. f A”{a: % — *};dom(Q) F O>TA eg
and A+ Y} >, I
and o ¢ FTV(I})
and AW{x:x = xFQ>T
and AW{a:x = *x Y >o T’
and AW{o:*x o +ETUN W WM W E eg: Z'Ta — Ta
where AW{a:x = *x}F Ay Ta
then AW{a:x =+ T W E eg: L' TA — Ta.

Proof
By mutual induction over the structure of Aw{o: x — x};dom(Q) F M >, e and
AW{o:* — *};dom(Q) F O >TA ep.

Most cases only require Definition 6.1 (environment encoding), Lemma A.3
(inversion for typing derivations), and Lemma A.3 (inversion for type encoding). In
addition, the case for en_var uses Lemma A.13 (type containment) and the case for
en_rep uses Lemma A.10 (commutativity for iteration types). O

Since System [, treats types identical up the equivalence relation A ¥ T4 =gn
T, : K, inversion lemmas that rely on the structure of types, such as inversion on
typing derivations, type congruences, and type encoding do not follow trivially by
inspection. However, it is possible to strengthen some of these inversion lemmas by
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recognizing that type encoding always produces types in [, that are in weak head
normal form. We use the judgment A ¥ T | « to indicate that type T with kind «
is in weak head normal form with respect to A. See Figure 20 for the definition.

Lemma 6.5 (Type encodings are weak head normal forms)
IfAE® T:xand AF A, Ta then AFEC T4 I .

Proof
By straightforward induction over the structure of AF A >, Ta. O

Another difficulty that arises in the backward direction of the static correctness
proof is showing that two types, known only to be congruent, are the result of
encoding the same source language type. It is possible to further strengthen the
conclusion of the following lemma to also state that t; and T, must also be
syntactically in addition to semantically equivalent using Lemma A.6, but it is not
necessary for the proofs.

Lemma 6.6 (Type encoding with congruent results)
IfAE T:xand AF Ay >, 1 and AF A, >. 1> where A F° 14 =pn T2 1%
then A; = As.

Proof
By induction over the structure of A - A; > T using inversion
on Ak A, >, T O

7 Dynamic correctness

We prove the dynamic correctness of our encoding with respect to the equivalence
relation A;T ¥ e =p, e’ : T between target terms of type T. This congruence
relation includes the standard 3 and n-equivalences for functions, products and
unit. The complete definition can be found in Figures 14-16. We will use the equals
symbol, =, when we intend syntactic equality.

Theorem 7.1 (Dynamic Correctness)
If;YF"M:Aand G FMp>reand ;8 Ve and O F A, Ta and
WY, T and

LYE' Mo VA & BiTH e=p, e Ta.
2VEMAV:IA & BT e=p, et Ta.

Proof
The backward direction follows from the forward direction and from the fact that
evaluation in the SDP calculus is deterministic and total (Schiirmann et al., 2001).
The forward direction follows by mutual induction over the structure of W F”
M < V:Aad V¥ F" M { V : A. The cases for ¥ " M f V : A are
uncomplicated. For ¥ F* M < V : A, only ev_app, ev_letb, and ev_it are nontrivial.
All these cases make use of Lemma B.7 (term encoding is total and decidable), type
preservation (Schiirmann et al., 2001), and (-equivalence.
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Additionally,

e The case for ev_app makes use of Lemma A.6 (type encoding total and decid-
able), Lemma A.7 (uniqueness of type encoding), and Lemma B.6 (substitution
for encoding regular term variables).

e The case for ev_letb makes use of Lemma B.9 (substitution for the encoding
of modal variables).

e Finally, the case for ev.it requires the properties of evaluation
results (Schiirmann et al, 2001), Lemma A.6 (type encoding total and de-
cidable), Lemma A.2 (well-formedness of encoding), Lemma B.8 (world sub-
stitution for terms), Lemma B.3 (replacements are well-formed dynamic re-
placements), Lemma B.10 (elimination typing). The proof of ev_it requires
Lemma 7.6 (dynamic correctness of elimination) which we will cover in greater
detail later.

O

Most of the lemmas for the proof of Theorem 7.1 are straightforward, but proving
Lemma 7.6 (dynamic correctness of elimination) requires a considerable amount of
technical machinery that is established in the remainder of this section.

To aid in reasoning about the operational behavior of iteration, we first define an
inverse to openiter, called uniter, constructed from the second component of xmap.

Definition 7.2 (uniter)

uniter{t : x — %} : Voo : %.(Z'x — ) = tax — T(Rec L* «)
uniter{t : x — x}} =
Ao Af 2 — asnd (xmap{t}[Rec Z* «][«](catalc]f, place[a]))

Statically the source language allows only for replacements for constants, but
during iteration mappings for free variables are added to replacements. Therefore,
to reason about the dynamic correctness of iteration, we need to have some notion
of well-formedness for replacements that contain variable mappings. Furthermore, it
is useful to define the notation @, to indicate a replacement restricting to constants,
or more formally O, ={ci+— M; | Vc;— M; € B}

Definition 7.3 (Well-formed dynamic replacements)
Vei €dom(X) XZ(ci) =By Q;YF"O(ci): A(By)

Vxi € dom(¥) W(xi) =B Q;YF" O(xi): A(B])
Q;YF"O:AY:L)

tp_rep_vars

Because the operational semantics of the SDP calculus depends on the definition
of elimination (A, ¥, ®)(V), we must define an encoding from an elimination form
to a term in the target calculus so that we may prove dynamic correctness of the
encoding. The first step is to define a substitution for all of the free variables in V.
We will replace each variable with an uniter term that will hold its mapping from
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©. For these derived encodings we will use a black triangle, », rather than a white

one, >, to help distinguish between them and the standard encodings. We create a
substitution (notated A;¥;0;eg »1~ S) as follows:

Definition 7.4 (Elimination Substitution)

sub_empt
A;B;0;ee »IA{) Py

AV:0:eeP»ir S A;BHOKX) > €
A;VYwW{x:B};0;eg »I* S - {(uniter{B"}tA] eo €')/x}

sub_cons
Then given an elimination, we may encode it with openiter as follows:

Definition 7.5 (Encoding of elimination)

YE'VAB AFAD.TA
AZE O,>Treg A;OFVD., e AV;0;egw»i” S
AZE (A Y,0)(V) » . openiter{B"}[ta] eo S(e’)

en_elim

The next lemma states that the encoding of an elimination is (3,n-equivalent to
the encoding of the result of elimination over M in the source calculus.

Lemma 7.6 (Dynamic correctness of elimination)
IfQ;YFO:AW:L)

and (A,¥,0)(V) =M

and A;dom(Q) F (A, ¥,0)(V) »Ir e

and A;dom(Q) F M >, e’

and AFQp>TY

and AEY >,

then A:Ty Wi, e =gn €' : B'TaA.

Proof
By induction on (A, ¥,0)(V). All cases make use of inversion, Lemma B.2 (proper-
ties of iter, and the definition of congruence.

e The case for el.var requires the proof typing of atomic and canonical
forms (Schiirmann et al, 2001), Lemma B.11 (elimination substitution ap-
plication), Lemma B.10 (typing for elimination), Lemma A.11 (commutativity
of encoding on iteration types), and Theorem 6.2 (static correctness, forward
direction).

e The case for el_const needs Lemma B.4 (well-formed dynamic replacements
are well-typed replacements) and Theorem 6.2 (static correctness, forward
direction).

e The most complicated case is el_app which requires a Lemma 7.7 (iteration
on atomic applications), which we will discuss in detail later.
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e The case for el_lam makes use of Lemma A.11 (commutativity of encoding on
iteration types), Lemma A.7 (uniqueness of type encoding), as well as Defini-
tion 7.3 (well-formed dynamic replacements) and Definition 6.1 (environment
encoding).

O

For the case where V = V7V, in the above proof we require the following lemma
about how iteration interacts with application:

Lemma 7.7 (Iteration and atomic applications)
IfQ; Y O:AY:L)
and AFQp>T,
and AFY>. 1,
and ¥ B V] Vz l Bz
and ¥ ° V] l B] — Bz
and ¥ * Vz Tf B]
and A; G F Vi, e
and A; G F Voqg, €2
and A;¥;0;eg »ir S
then
AW PF‘“
openiter{B5}[ta] eo S(e1 e2) =py
(openiter{(B1 — B2)"}{tal ee S(e1))(openiter{Bi}{tA] ee S(ez)): B ta

Proof
We cannot prove this lemma directly, but it follows from the more general
Lemma 7.17 (Iteration and atomic forms). O

To generalize the induction hypothesis of Lemma 7.7 sufficiently requires the
introduction of formal machinery we will call iteration contexts. Iteration contexts
provide convenient a formalism to reason about the dynamic behavior of iteration
over atomic terms. Our iteration contexts are similar in flavor to evaluation contexts,
as they describe a computation that needs a term to proceed. However, iteration
contexts describe the computation from the inside out, instead of the outside in.

Definition 7.8 (Iteration contexts)

(Iteration Contexts) E = e|Efee}|E{fste]} | E{snde}
(Pure Context Types) D == e|B—D|DxB|BxD
(Context Types) C == e¢/]A—-C|CxA|]AXC

Because of our universal usage of the asterisk type constructor notation, B*, for
pure source language types, it proves convenient to describe iteration contexts types
in terms of source language types, despite the fact that the contexts themselves are
defined in terms of the target language. Furthermore, because iteration does not
necessarily yield pure types in the source language, we also must make a distinction
between normal and pure context types. In addition, we define a notation of iterated
contexts types, analogous to iterated types in the source language.
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Definition 7.9 (Iteration context algebra)

ofe}
E{fstel{e}
E{snd e}{e}
E{e e'He}

Definition 7.10 (Context type algebra)

o{A}
(Cx AN{A}
(A" x C){A}
(A" — C){A}

Definition 7.11 (Iterated context types)

Ale)
A(B — D)
A(D x B)
A(B x D)

(1> 1> > >

Definition 7.12 (Context typing rules)

m ctp_bullet

G. Washburn and S. Weirich

o

E{fste}
E{snd e}
Efee’}

(L (L (L L

A

C{A} x A’
A’ x C{A}
A’ — C{A}

1> 1> > >

A(B) — A(D)
A(D) x A(B)
A(B) x A(D)

A;THLE:C
A;T . E{fste}: C x A

ctp_fst

ATHLE:C

A;TH: E{snde}: A x C

ATH.E:C AFAD.tA A;TH

ctp_snd

€. TA

A;TH: E{e e}

ctp_a
ADC p-app

Finally, we define a formalism to describe the result of iteration over an iteration

context.

Definition 7.13 (Iterated contexts)

ATFC eg: 2"t — T
AT Hew?

itc_bullet

A;THERT,

E/
E'{fste}

ATHERT,
AT F E{fste} »7_

itc_fst

E/

A;T - E{snd o} »7

ATHERT E

E/[snd o] itc_snd

A;TFY e:B*(Rec X* 1)

A;TFEfe e} »7,

E'{e (openiter{B*}[T] eg

itc_app
e)}

The following two lemmas lift congruence to iteration contexts.
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Lemma 7.14 (Congruence under iteration contexts)
If A;TFo E:Cand A:T E ¢ =pn €2 : C{B}*7 then
A;T Ee Eler) =py, Elea) : Bt

Proof
By induction over the structure of A;T H; E: C. O

Lemma 7.15 (Congruence under iterated contexts)
If A;T . E:A(D)
and A;T E ¢4 =gn €2 : D{B}'tA
and AFAD>,TaA
then A;T £ Efe;} =gpn Efez] : B'TA.

Proof
By induction over the structure of A;T F. E: A(B). [

One more lemma is required to prove our generalization of Lemma 7.7 (iteration
and atomic applications) to all atomic forms. Because variables are one of the
possible atomic forms, and elimination substitutions are used to replace them with
an occurrence of uniter, it is necessary to prove that openiter will cancel with uniter.
For simple terms, Lemma B.2 (properties of iteration, part 1) suffices. However,
this is not sufficient if openiter and uniter are separated by an intervening sequence
of projections and applications, as is the case when considering terms embedded
in iteration contexts. Therefore, we lift the right inverse property to apply to this
situation.

Lemma 7.16 (Lifting right inverse property to iteration contexts)
IfA;THF eg:X"Ta — Ta
and A;TH.E:D

then for all A;T K e’ : D{B}'tA,

A;T F openiter{B*}[tA] eg(E{uniter{D{B}"}[TA] eo €'}) =py
E'{e’}: B 't

where A;T = EwTA B
Proof
By induction over the context typing derivation, A;T - E: D.

All cases begin by assuming an arbitrary A;T £ e’ : D{B}*Ta, and then make use
of Lemma B.2 (properties of iteration) and Lemma B.1 (substitution for congruences,
part 2). In addition, the cases for ctp_fst, ctp_snd, and ctp_app all use Lemma 7.14
(congruence for iteration contexts). Finally, the case for ctp_app requires Lemma
A.10 (commutativity for parameterization and type encoding). O

Lemma 7.17 (Iteration and atomic forms)
IfYrF" V] B,

and AFQr>Ty

and AFY> I,

and A A, TaA

and A:Ty W E eg: Z'TA — Ta

and Q;YF"O: AY:X)
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and A; O F V., e
and A;¥;0;eg »i* S
then for all A;Ty Wi H E: D
where B, = D{B},
and A;Ty W T, £ openiter{B*}[ta] eo E{S(e)} =pn
E'{openiter{D{B}*}[ta] ee S(e)}: B ta
where A;Ty Wi FERZA B

Proof
By induction on ¥ " V | B,.

All cases begin by assuming an arbitrary A;T7 W, ¢ E: D where B, = D{B},
and then proceed by uses of inversion and congruence.

e The case for atvar is quite involved and requires Lemma B.11 (substitu-
tion elimination), Lemma B.10 (typing for elimination), Lemma A.6 (type
encoding total and decidable), Lemma A.10 (commutativity for parameteriz-
ation and type encoding), Theorem 6.2 (static correctness, forward direction),
Lemma 7.16 (lifting right inverse), Lemma B.5 (iterated context typing),
Lemma B.2 (properties of iteration), Lemma B.1 (substitution for congruences,
part two), and Lemma 7.15 (congruence under iterated contexts).

e The case for at.cons makes use of Lemma A.10 (commutativity for para-
meterization and type encoding), Lemma B.2 (properties of iteration), and
Lemma B.1 (substitution for congruences, part 2).

e The case for at.app requires the proof of typing of atomic and canon-
ical forms (Schiirmann et al, 2001), Lemma A.6 (type encoding total and
decidable), Lemma B.12 (static correctness with substitution), Lemma A.10
(commutativity for parameterization and type encoding), Lemma B.5 (iterated
context typing) and Lemma 7.14 (congruence under iteration contexts).

e The cases for atfst and at.snd need Lemma B.5 (iterated context typing),
Lemma B.2 (properties of iteration) and Lemma 7.14 (congruence of iterated
contexts).

8 Future work

Although we have shown a very close connection between SDP and its encoding in
F., we have not shown that this encoding is adequate. We would like to show that
if T is the image of an SDP type, then all F,, terms of type T are equivalent to the
encoding of some SDP term. In other words, there is no extra “junk” of type T.
One of the primary difficulties in such a proof would be that there are clearly terms
in [, inhabiting T that have no equivalent in SDP. For example, any term that
contains type abstraction and type application. Therefore, it is not possible to prove
a theorem as strong as “all F,, terms of type T are equivalent to the encoding of
some SDP term”. We believe that constraining the theorem to “all F,, terms of type
T are 3n-equivalent to a canonical form that is the encoding of some SDP term”.
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From there, we expect that the proof would follow by induction on canonical terms
of type T.

In addition, it would be worthwhile to show the adequacy of encoding of the
untyped A-calculus we presented informally in the first part of the paper. That
encoding uses first-order quantification and discards the current world. This simpler
representation allows the encoding of some terms that are rejected by the SDP
calculus to type check (e.g., Ax : OOb. box x), but we conjecture that it is still an
adequate encoding of the untyped A-calculus. Again, the proof of adequacy would
need to be defined in terms of Haskell or F,, canonical forms.

One important extension of this work is the case operator. Because there are
limitations to what may be defined with iter, the SDP calculus also includes a
construct for case analysis of closed terms. However, we have not yet found an
obvious correspondence for case in our encoding.

Another further area of investigation is into the dual operation to iter, the
anamorphism over data types with embedded functions. An implementation of
this operation, called coiter, is below. The coiter term is an anamorphism — it
generates a recursive data structure from an initial seed.

data Dia f a = In (f (Dia f a), a)

coroll :: Dia f a -> f (Dia f a)
coroll (In x) = fst x
coplace :: Dia f a -> a

coplace (In x) = snd x

coiter0 :: (a -> f a) > a -> (exists a. Dia f a)
coiter0 g b =
In (snd (xmap (coplace, coiterO g) (g b)), b)

Instead of embedding the recursive type in a sum, we embed it in a product. The two
selectors from this product have the dual types to roll and place. In the definition
of coiter0, we use coplace as the inverse where we would have used cata in
the definition of ana. A term of type (exists a. Dia b a) corresponds to the
possibility type (¢ b) in a modal calculus. However, while a general anamorphism
is an inverse of a catamorphism, coiter is not an inverse to iter. In fact, iter
cannot consume what coiter produces, giving doubts to its practical use. (On the
other hand, ana itself has seen little practical use for data types with embedded
functions.) From a logical point of view, this restriction makes sense. Combining
anamorphisms and catamorphisms (even for data types without embedded functions)
leads to general recursion.

9 Related work

The technique we present, using polymorphism to enforce parametricity, has ap-
peared under various guises in the literature. For example, Shao et al. (2000) use
this technique, at the type instead of term level, to implement type-level intensional
analysis of recursive types. They use HOAS to the represent recursive types and
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remark that the kind of this type constructor requires a parametric function as its
argument. However, they do not make a connection with modal type systems, nor
do they extend their type-level iteration operator to higher kinds. Xi et al. (2003)
remark on the correspondence between HOAS terms with the place operator (which
they call HOASvar) and closed terms of Mini-MLY but do not investigate the
relationship or any form of iteration.

While higher-order abstract syntax has an attractive simplicity, the difficulties
programming and reasoning about structures encoded with this technique have
motivated research into language extensions for working with higher-order abstract
syntax or alternative approaches altogether.

One popular alternative to HOAS is called weak higher-order abstract syntax. The
idea behind weak HOAS is to abstract over names rather than terms of the object
language. As a consequence of abstracting over names, weak HOAS requires an explicit
constructor for representing variables, and substitution must be implemented as a
metalanguage function. The simplest version of weak HOAS uses an explicit type for
names. In such a case, representing the untyped A-calculus in Haskell using weak
HOAS might be done using the following data type.

type Name = String

data Exp = Var Name
| Lam (Name -> Exp)
| App Exp Exp

However, this version of weak HOAS still suffers from the problem of exotic terms
because the embedded function may not be parametric in names. Consider the
following example:

badexp :: Exp

badexp = Lam (\x -> if (x == "y") then
App (Var x) (Var x)
else
Var x)

If the type of names is kept abstract, it is possible to prevent this particular
exotic term. This is the approach taken by Honsell, Miculan, and Scagnetto in their
Theory of Contexts (2001), and Despeyroux, Felty, and Hirshowitz in their study of
encoding higher-order abstract in Coq (1995).

However, if there is no way to compare names, programming becomes cum-
bersome in practice. Therefore it becomes necessary for the Exp data type to
be packaged with functions for substituting for abstract names, calculating free
variables, etc. However, at that point it becomes straightforward to write exotic
terms again:

el :: Exp —— Some other expressions

e2 :: Exp

badexp’ :: Exp

badexp’ = Lam (\x -> if (freevar x el) then el else e2)
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Despeyroux, Felty and Hirshowitz resolve this problem by introducing an additional
validity predicate for their expressions.

The benefit of using weak HOAS is that it is much easier to developing reasoning
principles because there is no need for negative occurrences of the data type.
In some cases weak HOAS is an ideal choice. For example, in languages like
the 7t-calculus, there is no abstraction over terms of the object language, just
names. Consequently, Despeyroux was able to use weak HOAS to provide an elegant
mechanical formalization of the mt-calculus (Despeyroux, 2000).

A weakness of our approach and the SDP calculus is that it is not possible to
explicitly reason about variables in the object language. There has been a significant
amount of research on manipulating “open” terms of an object language. Dale
Miller developed a small language called ML, (Miller, 1990) that introduces a type
constructor for terms formed by abstracting out a parameter. These types can be
thought of as function types that can be intensionally analyzed through pattern
matching.

Pitts and Gabbay built on the theory of Fm-sets to design a language called
FreshML (Pitts & Gabbay, 2000) that allows for the manipulation and abstraction
of fresh “names”. Nanevski (2002) combines fresh names with modal necessity to
allow for the construction of more efficient residual terms, while still retaining the
ability to evaluate them at runtime.

Similar to fresh names as developed by Pitts and Gabbay, and name generation
in the 7-calculus, Miller and Tiu have recently developed a logic, FOAAY (2005),
with a built-in abstraction operator V. The V quantifier abstracts over variables
that are guaranteed to be distinct, even from universally quantified terms. Gabbay
and Cheney noted that the V quantifier, like the N of fresh logic, is self-dual and
commutes with propositional connectives, but that it does not satisfy the same
tautologies (Gabbay & Cheney, 2004). Regardless, they were able to show that
FOMY can be soundly embedded into fresh logic.

The Delphin Project (Schiirmann et al., 2002) by Schiirmann et al. is aimed
at developing a functional language for manipulating data types that are terms
in the LF logical framework. Because higher-order abstract syntax is the primary
representation technique in LF, Delphin provides operations for matching over
higher-order LF terms in regular worlds. The latest core-calculus proposed for
Delphin is the V-calculus (Schiirmann et al., 2004). Despite seeming similarities with
the V of Miller and Tiu, the V quantifier in this language is used to indicate a
non-deterministic matching of a free variable in the environment. The V-calculus
also makes use of a separate operator for introducing new parameters and a modal
type system to ensure variables are restricted to appropriate scopes.

The Hybrid (Ambler et al, 2002) logical framework provides induction over
higher-order abstract syntax by evaluation to de Bruijn terms, which provide
straightforward induction.

There is a long history of encoding modality in logic, for example, Honsell and
Miculan’s formalization of dynamic logic within a logical framework (Honsell &
Miculan, 1995). Only recently has the encoding of modal type systems been explored.
Acar et al. (2002) use modal types in a functional language that provides control
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over the use of memoization, and implement it as a library in Standard ML. Because
sML does not have modal types or first-class polymorphism, they use run-time checks
to enforce the correct use of modality. Davies and Pfenning (2001) presented, in
passing, a simple encoding of the modal A-calculus into the simply-typed A-calculus
that preserves only the dynamic semantics. Washburn expanded upon this encoding,
showing that it bisimulates the source calculus (2001).

10 Conclusion

While other approaches to defining an induction operator over higher-order abstract
syntax require type system extensions to ensure the parametricity of embedded
function spaces, the approach that we present in this paper requires only type
polymorphism. Because of this encoding, we are able to implement iteration
operators for data types with embedded parametric functions directly in the Haskell
language.

However, despite its simplicity, our approach is equivalent to previous work on
induction operators for HoAs. We demonstrate this generality by showing how the
modal calculus of Schiiermann, Despeyroux and Pfenning may be embedded into
F. using this technique. In fact, the analogy of representing boxed terms with
polymorphic terms makes semantic sense: a proposition with a boxed type is valid
in all reachable worlds and polymorphism over world transformers makes that
quantification explicit.
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Appendix
A Static Correctness

Lemma A.1 (Weak head types are well-formed types)
If AF® T ) » then A F 11 %

Proof
By trivial induction over the structure of A Heo o [ . ]

Lemma A.2 (Well-formedness of type encoding)
IfAE T:xand AF A, T then AFE® T @ *

Proof
Follows directly from Lemma 6.5 and Lemma A.1. O
Lemma A.3 (Inversion on typing derivations)

1. If A;TF x: 1 then T(x) = T/ where A F* T =p, T/ : *.
2. If A;T H° ejes : 1 then AT H* ey 1y — 15 and A;T £ ey : 1y, where
AIEwTEBnTzi*.
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3. IFA:TE Ax:1q.e: 7 then A;TW{x: T} e: 1/, where
AF T=p, T =T ik

4. If A;THFe ()it then A K T =p, Voo:,.1(x) : %

5. IFA;THE A kee: T then Aw{o: k};TH e: 1/, where
AR T =g, Y kT

6. If A;T < e[t;]: T then A;T F* e: Vo : k./, where A F® 17 : k and
AFe =, T{T) /o) % and AFC T =p, T 1 k.

7. If A;T £ case e of inj, xjine; ... inj xpine, : T then
AT HE e (Lo, Ly ite) and AT w{x; i) B e @ 7 for each ey,
where A £ 1 =gy Tt *
Proof
By straightforward induction over the number of uses of tp_eq used before the final
derivation step. O

Lemma A.4 (Inversion for type congruences)

L If AFEe 1(7) =gy T :xand A Fe ' } % then v/ = 1(7”), where
AR T =g, Tk
2.If AF* Rec L' T =5, 7 : % and A Ee 1/ } % then T = T; — T, where
AR Tt s 1=, Ty :xand A K T=p, T2
IfAfE 1 51 =gn T :%and A F* 1’ | % then 7" = 1] — 75, where
AR 1 =g, T) i v and AFY 15 =5, T, ik
4. If A K 1) x 1) =gy T : x and A F* 1/ | % then 7' = 7} x T}, where
AR 1 =g, T) ik and AFC Ty =g T) 1 K
5. IFAEY Voo x — %1 =gy T :x and A K 1/ | x then T/ = Vo : x — %1,
where AW {0 x — ) F =g, T 1 %
Proof
By induction over the structure of the type congruences. O
Lemma A.5 (Inversion for type encoding)

L IfAFAD>,Ta and AF® To =p, Rec L' T:x then A =b.

2 If AFAp.Ta and A F A; >ty and A 14 =gy T1 — T2 : x then
AFA;>rT; and AF Ay > T, where A = A} — Ay and 14 =T) — T5.

3. IfAFAD.TA and AFY Ty =p, Va1 % — .T) : x then
Aw{o:x — x} b A’ Dor Th where AW {a: x — %} I 1) =p, T4 : % and
A=0A"and TA =V :x = x.TH.

4. If A+ A>.ta and AE® T4 =pn 1(T') i+« then A =1,

5 If AF A>rta and A E° 14 =gy T1 X T2 : % then A F Ay >, T, where
AF Ay 1) where A=A X Ay and 1A = T) X T5.

Proof
By inversion over the structure of the type congruence. For Part 1:

e By Lemma 6.5 (type encodings are weak head normal) on A F A >, Ta, wWe
know that A ¥ T, | % Using Lemma A.4 (inversion) on A F® Tx =gy

https://doi.org/10.1017/50956796807006557 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0956796807006557

134 G. Washburn and S. Weirich

Rec I* T:* we know that to = 171 — T, where A * 1, =gn LT — T
Given that AF A>.T1 — Ty, either A=bor A =A; — A, for some A7, As.

e Assume that A = A; — A,. Then by inversion on A A; 5 A>T — T2
we have that A F A; >, 7;. Using Lemma 6.5 again on A + A; >, Ty, we
know that A ¥ Ty | . Again by Lemma A.4 on A 1) =, I'T — T: % we
have that T; =17 — 7] where AF* 1) =g Z"1:x and A F* 1] =¢,, T: %
As before A; =b or Ay = A} — A{ for some A}, AJ.

e Assume A; =b. Then 1} = L't — 7. However, A F 1) =g, Z'T: % T = T
and X"t have different head normal forms; therefore, it cannot be the case
that A; =b.

e Therefore A; = A} — A{. By inversion on A+ A] — Aj>.1] — T/, we have
that A - A} > 7). However, we know that A F* 1} =gy, "1 : . There are no
types in the image of the encoding where the head constructor is equivalent
to a variant. So our assumption that A = A; — A, must be false, and A =b.

For Part 2:

e By Lemma 6.5 (type encodings are weak head normal) on A - A >, 1A, We
know that A F* T [ . Using Lemma A.4 (inversion) on A Fe o =gy T1 —
T, : we know that TA = T} — T, where A F* 1y =g, T} : . Given that
AF A, 1) — 1), either A=Db or A=A} — A}, for some A}, AS.

e Assume A = b. Then 77 = £t — 7. However, A - A; > T and A e
T1 =pn T : * There are no types in the image of the encoding where the head
constructor is equivalent to a variant. So our assumption that A = b must be
false.

o Therefore, A = A} — A} for some A}, A). By inversion on A+ Aj — Al >,
77 — 75 we can conclude that A+ Aj >, 1) and A+ A} >, 7).

O

Lemma A.6 (Type encoding is total and decidable)
Given a type, A, in the source calculus and a 7 in F,, we can construct AF A>_Ta.

Proof
By straightforward induction over the structure of A. O

Lemma A.7 (Uniqueness of type encoding)

LLIfAFAD>,TA and AF A>T, then To =T,.
2.If AFA>.,tTand AFA' >, Tthen A=A"

Proof
Both properties follow by straightforward simultaneous induction on the type
encoding derivations. O
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Lemma A.8 (Type encoding under congruent worlds)

If AF A, Ta and AF A, T, where A e =py T2 : % then

Alﬁw TA =pn TAZ*

Proof

By straightforward simultaneous induction on the type encoding derivations. OJ

Lemma A.9 (World substitution for type encoding)
IfAW{x:*— %} Ao Ta and A T:x — x then A F A Do TaA{T/0).

Proof
By straightforward induction over the structure of AW{o:* — x} b A >y TaA.

O

Lemma A.10 (Commutativity for parameterization and type encoding)
If A+ B> Tg then T = (Rec £* 7)(B) and A 15 =g, B"(Rec " T) : .

Proof
By straightforward induction over the structure of A+ B >+ 1g. O

Lemma A.11 (Commutativity for iteration types and type encoding)
If Ak A, 1A then AF A(B) > TA(B)

Proof
By straightforward induction over the structure of A(B). O

Lemma A.12 (Encoding produces well-formed environments)
Assume A ¢ T: x.

1. fAFY >, Ty then AF® T7.
2. f AFQrT, then AF Ty,

Proof
Straightforward from the definitions and Lemma A.2. O

Lemma A.13 (Type containment)
Given a derivation A + A > ta we know that FTV(t) = FTV(Ta).

Proof
By straightforward induction over the structure of AF A >, Ta. O

B Dynamic Correctness

Lemma B.1 (Substitution for congruences)
L IfA;TE ¢ =gn e2:7 and A;TW{x: 7'} Fe ey =gy €4 : T then
A;T E esfeq/x} =pn esle2/x}: T
2. IfFAFY 1 =gy T2 : k" and AW {x: K’} e 1y =gy T4 : K then
A F t3{ty o} =g TalT2/0) 1 K

Proof
By straightforward induction over the structure of A;T W {x : T’} Ee es =pne€s:T
and Aw{o: K’} 13 =pn T4 : K respectively. O
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Lemma B.2 (Properties of openiter and uniter)
Assuming A T: % — x and A F° T/ .
1. A{f: 2t — v/} E* (openiter{t}[T'] f)o (uniter|t}[t’] f) =gy AT X TT >
Tt
2. A{f: 2t = 1/ e b*(Rec ¥ ')} F openiter{b*}[t'] f e =g, ef : T’
3. A{f: 't > 7' e: (By — By)*(Rec £* T/)} K
openiter{(B; — B,)"}[1'] f e =gy
(openiter{B’}[t'] f) o e o (uniter{B}[t'] f): (B — B2)"t’
4. A{f: 27" = 1',e: (By — Ba)* 1T/} F®
uniter{(B; — B2)*}[7'] f e =g,
(uniter{B5}[t'] f) o e o (openiter{B7}[t’] f): (B; — B,)"(Rec L"
5 A {f: 't > 1 e: (By x By)*(Rec £* T/)} K
openiter{(B; x B,)"}[t'] f e =g,
(openiter{B}}[t'] f (fste), openiter{B5}[t’] f (snde)): (B; x B2)"1’
6. A{f: T — ' e: (By x By)*r/} H
uniter{(B; x B)"}[t'] f e =gy,
(uniter{B}[t'] f (fste), uniter{B5}[t'] f (snde)): (B; x B,)"(Rec I T')
7. A{f: 27" = 1/ e: Bi(Rec " T/)} B¢
openiter{Z"}[t'] f (inj,, eof Z*(Rec " 1')) =g
inj,, (openiter{Bi[}[t'] f e)of Z'1": Z'1’
8 A {f: Xt =1}
openiter{(B; — b)*}[t'] f (Ax: tg, roll[t/(injy .  xof Z*(Rec L' T'))) =g,
Ax : Bit' f(injy (. ) xof Z°1') : (By — b)"t’

Proof

Property 1 is by straightforward induction on the structure B. The proofs of
properties 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 follow directly from the rules term of congruence
and the definitions of openiter, xmap and uniter. O

Lemma B.3 (Well-typed replacements are well-formed dynamic replacements)
IfQ;YF" ©:A(X) then Q;Y " O: A(B:X).

Proof
Follows trivially from the definitions. O

Lemma B.4 (Restricted dynamic replacements are well-typed replacements)
IfQ;YF"O: AW:L) then Q; Y F" O,: A(L).

Proof
Follows trivially from the definitions. O

Lemma B.5 (Iterated context typing)
If A;TH:E:Dand AF A 7ta and A;TFE A E' then A;T . E': A(D).

Proof
By induction over the structure A;T . E:D. [
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Lemma B.6 (Substitution for encoding of regular term variables)
If A;ZFMi>cep and A;ZF Mo ey and A= F Mo{M /x} > e where x ¢ =
then e = ex{eq/x}.

Proof
By straightforward induction over the structure of A;=F M; > es. O

Lemma B.7 (Replacement and term encoding are total and decidable)
1. If Q; Y "M : A and A F*° T: % we can construct A;dom(Q) - M > e.
2.1 Q; Y O: A(X) and A * 7 : % we can construct A;dom(Q) F © >IA eg.

Proof
By mutual induction over the structure of Q;Y F* M : A and Q;Y " @ : A(X),
and use of Lemma A.6 (type encoding is total and decidable). O

Lemma B.8 (World substitution for term encoding)
IfAW{x: % — *};ZF Mg ethen A;Z F M > e{AB : +.1/a).

Proof
Follows by straightforward induction over the structure of AW{x:x — x};Z
M >4 e and Lemma A.9 (world substitution for type encoding). O

Lemma B.9 (Substitution of for encoding modal variables)
IfAFY > T

and AFQp>T),

and A Aj > Ta,

and QW{x:A2}; Y My : Aq

and A;dom(Q) W{x} F M; > e;

and Q;Y F" My : Ay

and AW{a:x — x};dom(Q) F M; >4 €2 then

then A;dom(Q) - M;{M,/x} >+ e; where
ATy Wy e] =pn e1{Ao i x = %.e2/x} 1 Ta,.

Proof
By induction over the structure of A;dom(Q) w{x} = M >, ej. The only interesting
case is for en_bvar which uses Lemma B.8 (world substitution for term encodings).

O

Lemma B.10 (Typing for elimination)
LIEYP"VBand Q;YVF ©: AW:L) then Q;Y " (A, V,0)(V) : A(B).
2. IfYPFV | Band Q; V" O©: A(W:X) then Q; Y F* (A, ¥,0)(V) : A(B).
3IFYF x| Band Q;YF"O:AW:L) then Q;Y " O(x) : A(B).
4 fYP ¢ B—oband Q;YF" O: AW:L) then Q;Y " O(c): A(B — b).

Proof
Parts 1 and 2 follow by mutual induction over the structure of ¥ F* V B and
Y "V | B. Parts 3 and 4 follow as corollaries. O
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Lemma B.11 (Substitution application)
If A;V;0;eq »A S and W(x) = B then S(x) = uniter{B*}[ta] eg €', where
A BFEOKX) > e

Proof
Straightforward induction on the structure of A;¥;0;eg »:* S. O

Lemma B.12 (Static correctness with substitution)
IfAFVD, eand V" VA Band AFBry, Tg and A;¥;0;eg »TA S then
A; D" S(e) T

Proof

Follows from Theorem 6.2 (static correctness, forward direction), Definition 6.1
(environment encoding), Lemma B.11 (substitution application), and Lemma B.10
(elimination typing). O

Lemma B.13 (Equivalences between replacements and their restrictions)

L. ©(ci) = O.(ci).
2. A;dom( JFO>TMeg & A;dom(Q)F O > e

Proof
Both parts follow trivially from the definition. O

References

Acar, U, Blelloch, G. & Harper, R. (2002) Selective memoization. In 30th ACM SIGPLAN-
SIGACT Symposium on Principles of Programming Languages. New Orleans, LA: ACM
Press, pp. 14-25.

Ambler, S., Crole, R. L. & Momigliano, A. (2002) Combining higher order abstract syntax with
tactical theorem proving and (co)induction. In 15th International Conference on Theorem
Proving in Higher Order Logics. Lecture Notes in Computer Science, vol. 2410. Hampton,
VA Springer.

Bekic, H. (1984) Definable operation in general algebras, and the theory of automata and
flowcharts. Programming Languages and Their Definition. Springer-Verlag. LNCS vol. 177.

Bohm, C. & Berarducci, A. (1985) Automatic synthesis of typed A-programs on term algebras.
Theor. Comput. Sci. 39, 135-154.

Church, A. (1940) A formulation of the simple theory of types. J. Symbolic Logic, 5, 56—68.

Clarke, D., Hinze, R., Jeuring, J., Loh, A. & de Wit, J. (2001) The Generic Haskell User’s
Guide. Tech. rept. UU-CS-2001-26. Utrecht University.

Danvy, O. & Filinski, A. (1992) Representing control: A study of the CPS transformation.
Math. Struct. Comput. Sci. 2(4), 361-391.

Davies, R. & Pfenning, F. (2001) A modal analysis of staged computation. J. ACM, 48(3),
555-604.

Despeyroux, J. (2000) A higher-order specification of the m—calculus. In IFIP International
Theoretical Computer Science. Sendai, Japan: Springer.

Despeyroux, J. & Leleu, P. (2001) Recursion over objects of functional type. Math. Struct.
Comput. Sci. 11, 555-572.

https://doi.org/10.1017/50956796807006557 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0956796807006557

Boxes go bananas 139

Despeyroux, J., Felty, A. P. & Hirschowitz, A. (1995) Higher-order abstract syntax in Coq. In
Second International Conference on Typed Lambda Calculi and Applications. London, UK:
Springer-Verlag.

Fegaras, L. & Sheard, T. (1996) Revisiting catamorphisms over data types with embedded
functions (or, programs from outer space). In 23rd ACM SIGPLAN-SIGACT Symposium
on Principles of Programming Languages. St. Petersburg Beach, FL: ACM Press.

Gabbay, M. J. & Cheney, J. (2004) A sequent calculus for nominal logic. In 19th IEEE
Symposium on Logic in Computer Science.

Girard, J.-Y. (1971) Une extension de I'interprétation de Godel a I'analyse, et son application
a l’élimination de coupures dans I'analyse et la théorie des types. In Fenstad, J. E. (ed),
Second Scandinavian Logic Symposium. North-Holland Publishing Co.

Hinze, R. (2002) Polytypic values possess polykinded types. Sci. Computer Programming,
43(2-3), 129-159. MPC Special Issue.

Honsell, F. & Miculan, M. (1995, June) A natural deduction approach to dynamic logic. In
TYPES 1995, Berardi, C. (ed). Published in LNCS 1158, 1996.

Honsell, F., Miculan, M. & Scagnetto, I. (2001) An axiomatic approach to metareasoning on
nominal algebras in HOAS. Lecture Notes Comput. Sci. 2076.

Johann, P. (2002) A generalization of short-cut fution and its correctness proof. Higher-order
Symbolic Comput. 15, 273-300.

Jones, M. P. (1995) A system of constructor classes: overloading and implicit higher-order
polymorphism. J. Funct. Program. 5(1), 1-35.

Jones, M. P. (2000) Type classes with functional dependencies. Ninth European Symposium on
Programming. LNCS, no. 1782. Berlin, Germany: Springer-Verlag.

Kripke, S. A. (1959) A completeness theorem in modal logic. J. Symb. Logic. 24, 1-15.

Leszczytowski, J. (1971) A theory on resolving equations in the space of languages. Bull.
Polish Acad. Sci. 19(Oct.), 967-970.

Meijer, E. & Hutton, G. (1995) Bananas in space: Extending fold and unfold to exponential
types. In Conference on Functional Programming Languages and Computer Architecture. La
Jolla, CA: ACM Press.

Meijer, E., Fokkinga, M. M. & Paterson, R. (1991) Functional programming with bananas,
lenses, envelopes and barbed wire. In Conference on Functional Programming Languages
and Computer Architecture. Cambridge, MA: Springer-Verlag.

Miller, D. (1990, May) An extension to ML to handle bound variables in data structures:
Preliminary report. Proceedings of the Logical Frameworks BRA Workshop.

Miller, D. & Tiu, A. (2005) A proof theory for generic judgments. ACM Trans. Computat.
Logic. 6(4), 749-783.

Nanevski, A. (2002) Meta-programming with names and necessity. In Seventh ACM SIGPLAN
International Conference on Functional Programming. ACM Press, pp. 206-217.

Peyton Jones, S. (ed). (2003) Haskell 98 Language and Libraries: The Revised Report.
Cambridge University Press.

Peyton Jones, S., Vytiniotis, D., Weirich, S. & Shields, M. (2005) Practical type inference for
arbitrary-rank types. J. Funct. Program. 17(1), 1-82.

Pfenning, F. & Davies, R. (2001) A judgmental reconstruction of modal logic. Math. Struct.
Comput. Sci. 11(4), 511-540.

Pfenning, F. & Elliott, C. (1988). Higher-order abstract syntax. In ACM SIGPLAN Conference
on Programming Language Design and Implementation. Atlanta, GA: ACM Press.

Pfenning, F. & Schiirmann, C. (1999) System description: Twelf—a meta-logical framework
for deductive systems. In 16th International Conference on Automated Deduction, Ganzinger,
H. (ed). Trento, Italy: Springer-Verlag.

https://doi.org/10.1017/50956796807006557 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0956796807006557

140 G. Washburn and S. Weirich

Pitts, A. M. & Gabbay, M. J. (2000) A metalanguage for programming with bound names
modulo renaming. In Mathematics of Program Construction. Port de Lima, Portugal:
Springer-Verlag.

Poswolsky, A. & Carsten Schrmann, C. (2007, Jan.). Delphin: A Functional Programming
Language with Higher-Other Encodings and Dependent Types. Tech. Rept. YALEU/DCS/
TR-1375. Yale University.

Reynolds, J. C. (1983) Types, abstraction and parametric polymorphism. Information
Processing ’83. North-Holland. Proceedings of the IFIP 9th World Computer Congress.
Schiirmann, C., Despeyroux, J. & Pfenning, F. (2001) Primitive recursion for higher-order

abstract syntax. Theor. Comput. Sci. 266(1-2), 1-58.

Schiirmann, C., Poswolsky, A. & Sarnat, J. (2004, Nov.) The V-Calculus: Functional
Programming With Higher-Order Encodings. Tech. Rept. YALEU/DCS/TR-1272. Yale
University.

Sumii, E. & Kobayashi, N. (2001) A hybrid approach to online and offline partial evaluation.
Higher-order Symbol. Comput. 14(2/3), 101-142.

Trifonov, V., Saha, B. & Shao, Z. (2000) Fully reflexive intensional type analysis. Fifth
ACM SIGPLAN International Conference on Functional Programming. Montreal, Quebec,
Canada: ACM Press. Extended version is YALEU/DCS/TR-1194.

Wadler, P. (1989) Theorems for free! In Conference on Functional Programming Languages
and Computer Architecture. London, UK: ACM Press.

Washburn, G. (2001) Modal Typing for Specifying Run-time Code Generation. Available at
http://www.cis.upenn.edu/ geoffw/research/. accessed 31 July 2007.

Washburn, G. & Weirich, S. (2003) Boxes go bananas: Encoding higher-order abstract syntax
with parametric polymorphism. In Eighth ACM SIGPLAN International Conference on
Functional Programming. Uppsala, Sweden: ACM Press, for ACM SIGPLAN.

Weirich, S. (2006) Type-safe run-time polytypic programming. J. Funct. Program. 16(10),
681-710.

Xi, H., Chen, C. & Chen, G. (2003) Guarded recursive data type constructors. In 30th ACM
SIGPLAN-SIGACT Symposium on Principles of Programming Languages. New Orleans, LA :
ACM Press.

https://doi.org/10.1017/50956796807006557 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0956796807006557

