Editors’ Notes

EDITORS’ REPORT

The year past is the first of our joint editorship (Sylla et McCloskeyo consulibus, the
Romans would have said), with Sylla taking primary responsibility for things American
and McCloskey for things non-American. The two offices worked smoothly together,
producing the issues on time and in good order, chiefly because the superb professional-
ism of the assistant editors, Ginalie Swaim in Iowa City and Genevieve Gwynne in
Raleigh, overcame the dallying of the editors. Further assistance at this high standard
was rendered by Judy Gregory in Raleigh and Linda Ellis in Iowa City. The University
of Iowa and North Carolina State University deserve thanks for their resources and
their space in aid of our experiment in bridging the two cultures. Together they
demonstrate to a doubting world that there is civilization between the Coasts and south
of the Mason-Dixon line. And of course the JOURNAL, and the Association, could not
function without Richmond and Lynn Williams, handling the ungraceful and cheerless
matters of finance with good grace and good cheer.

As is usual, we accepted only about one out of five or six of the pieces submitted.
Being rejected is unpleasant, but our hard-working editorial board, together with ad hoc
referees thanked below, makes our rejection much more than the form letter that
suffices for some journals. Our referee reports are a species of teaching, among the most
important we do. They set the standard of joint excellence in historical veracity and
economic penetration that is the JOURNAL's theme, and they teach us all how to meet it.
The editors thank them, and as usual will be rewarding some of the more overworked of
them by victimizing others in their stead.

Over the harvest year, Michaelmas to Michaelmas, we received as is customary about
one hundred manuscripts: 98, to be exact. Of these, 59 were rejected, 22 are still
pending, and 17 have been published for issues from December 1981 to December 1982.
There was, as Alex Gerschenkron would have put it, a great spurt of 30 new submissions
this summer, which is at a rate of 180 per year. We shall have to wait to see if this is in
fact, as Walt Rostow would put it, a take off into self-sustained growth. It is possible—
and is certainly the qualitative impression of the editors—that historians are making
more submissions recently than was for a time customary. The news may have gotten
out (as all involved in the JOURNAL and the Association have long hoped it would) that
we are a journal of economic history, not a journal of cliometrics alone.

The time to decision is still about three months. We could make it shorter if we had a
tradition of editors making decisions unassisted by expert testimony, but we do not and
should not. The peculiarities of the trans-Pacific mails added some delays to the
processing of non-American manuscripts this summer while McCloskey was visiting
Australia, but we have not lost our reputation for reasonably prompt decisions. The
average time to publication has in fact fallen some.

The division of submissions by home and abroad appears to be a social constant: the
United States and Canada were some 46 percent of the total this year (44 percent last
year). Method, history of thought, and general n.e.c. were 12 percent this year (10 last
year). The only shift is that within the non-American residue there were fewer
manuscripts on modern Europe (25 percent of the total against 35 percent last year) and
on ancient and medieval Europe (4 percent—that is, 3 in number—as against 7 percent
last year). We have a policy of encouraging wide geographical and temporal distribution
in submissions, for we wish to be the unifying journal in the field.

We published this year some thousand pages, as in earlier years. We published 21
articles, 9 notes, and 1 review article in the three regular issues; and 22 articles and 17
discussions or dissertation abstracts in the March issue. The number of book reviews is
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sharply down from last year, from 265 last year to 157 this year: this is not a conscious
policy decision, although McCloskey's tastes in books may be rather narrower than
those of Rondo Cameron, who was previously responsible for non-American reviews.
We shall try to bring the figure up some this year, since we feel that the JourNAL should
keep its place as the only moderately comprehensive reviewing journal in the field. We
here publicly scold the people who have not turned in their reviews, though with an
uneasy feeling that at such wages an editor has no complaint.

We shall continue in other ways the traditions of the JOURNAL established over the
past four decades. In particular, we shall continue to demand that articles published in
the JOURNAL meet the dual standard of scholarly excellence in history and economics,
and a third standard often neglected in both fields, readability. We shall continue to look
with favor on comments, and on the enlivening debate that they inspire. And we shall
continue to encourage a spread of disciplines, academic affiliations, ranks, and ages: the
JournAL should not be viewed as an outlet only for the works of assistant professors,
say, or of economists. In a journal of so lively a field, surely, ‘‘tous les genres sont bons
hors les genres ennuyeux.”’

In addition to the members of the editorial board, we are greatly indebted to the
following outside referees for their generous assistance during 1982:

John Adams, University of Maryland, College Park
Lee Alston, Williams College

Ralph Austen, University of Chicago

Anita Baker, University of Maryland, College Park
Michael D. Bordo, University of South Carolina

J. Rody Borg, North Carolina State University

Noel Butlin, Australian National University

Louis P. Cain, Loyola University, Chicago

Jon Cohen, University of Toronto

N. F. R. Crafts, University College, Oxford

Philip Curtin, Johns Hopkins University

Carl Dahlman, University of Wisconsin

John D’Arms, University of Michigan

Pedro Carvalho de Mello, Comissao de Valores Mobilidrios, Rio de Janeiro
Stefano Fenoaltea, Duke University

Ya’akov Firestone, Gaithersburg, Maryland

David Flath, North Carolina State University

Robert E. Gallman, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
Gerald Gunderson, Trinity College, Hartford, Connecticut
Richard Hellie, Untversity of Chicago

Edward Hewett, The Brookings Institution

Jan Hogendorn, Colby College

Roger Hornsby, University of lowa

Sanford Jacoby, University of California, Los Angeles
John A. James, University of Virginia

H. Thomas Johnson, University of Puget Sound

Eric Jones, La Trobe University

Julius Kirshner, University of Chicago

Herbert Klein, Columbia University

David S. Landes, Harvard University

William Lazonick, Harvard University

Stanley Lebergott, Wesleyan University
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Gary Libecap, Texas A & M University

Pamela C. Marett, North Carolina State University
Michelle McAlpin, Tufts University

Robert McGuire, Ball State University

Cathy McHugh, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
Franklin Mendels, University of Maryland, Baltimore County
Robert Millward, University of Salford

Alan S. Milward, University of Manchester

Frederic Mishkin, University of Chicago

Joel Mokyr, Harvard University

Maureen O’Hara, Cornell University

Alan L. Olmstead, University of California, Davis

Colin Palmer, University of North Carolina, Chapel Hill
Jonathan Pincus, Virginia Polytechnic Institute and Australian National University
Sidney Pollard, Universitit Bielefeld

Clayne Pope, Brigham Young University

Laura Randall, Hunter College

Joseph D. Reid, Virginia Polytechnic Institute

Jack Roper, St. Andrews Presbyterian College

Winifred B. Rothenberg, Brandeis University

Richard Rudolf, University of Minnesota

Vernon Ruttan, University of Minnesota

Gary Saxonhouse, University of Michigan

David Schoenbaum, University of Iowa

John Seater, North Carolina State University

Julian Simon, University of Illinois

Lee Soltow, Ohio University

William Spriggs, North Carolina A & T State University
Stanley Stein, Princeton University

Susan Mosher Stuard, SUNY at Brockport

Daniel Sumner, North Carolina State University

Robert P. Sweirenga, Kent State Unviersity

Richard H. Timberlake, Jr., University of Georgia
Gabriel Tortella, Universidad de Alcala de Henares
Harold Vatter, Portland State University

Steven B. Webb, University of Michigan

HISTORICAL RECORDS

The Eleutherian Mills Historical Library has microfilmed the Board file of the
Pennsylvania Railroad Company, 1847-1940 (120 rolls). Included are minutes, corre-
spondence, reports and other documents that were part of the files of the Secretary’s
office. Also included are minutes of selected sudsidiary companies: New York Central
Railroad, Long Island Railroad, Northern Central Railroad, Susquehanna Coal and
Wheeling Coal. For further information contact: Research and Reference Department,
Eleutherian Mills Historical Library, PO Box 3630, Wilmington, Delaware 19807,
telephone (302) 658-2400.

GRANT OPPORTUNITY

The American Association for State and Local History announces the availability of
research grants for individuals and organizations working in state and local history. A
new grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities enables the Association to
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administer a competitive program of small grants-in-aid for research focusing on or
making use of materials about a locality, community, state, or region. Fifty such grants
of up to $3,000 each will be available in 1983, and again in 1984. The first application
deadline is July 15, 1983. For information about the research grant program or about
membership in the Association, write or call James B. Gardner, Staff Historian,
AASLH, 703 Berry Road, Nashville, Tennessee 37204, telephone (615) 383-5991.

ANNOUNCEMENT

The Canadian Review of American Studies is pleased to announce that starting with
volume 14 (1983) it will move from thrice-yearly to quarterly publication. Co-editors
John J. Teunissen of the University of Manitoba and Bruce C. Daniels of the University
of Winnipeg welcome submissions in all fields of American culture. Editorial and
business correspondence should be addressed to: Business Manager, CRevAS, Depart-
ment of English, University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Canada R3T 2N2.
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