
historiography, Barker provides a useful background for scholars wishing to explore rape
and sexual assault in history or literature.

Chapter 4, Barker’s most successful chapter, explores theories behind the authorship and
production of The Lawes Resolutions and establishes that text’s unreliability and lack of for-
mal authority. Published during the era of the burgeoning print industry, possibly on spec-
ulation that it would find a home with lay readers building libraries, The Lawes Resolutions
instead generated little reading interest, and should not be relied upon by modern scholars
seeking an accurate evaluation of rape law in early modern England, although its sometimes
playful tone and revelations of gender stereotypes make it useful for social history.

Barker’s monograph underscores the necessity of longue durée analyses in certain
fields, here the complex legal history of sexual violence. I wish that Barker had addressed
literary works beyond drama; she ignores ballads or poetry by authors such as Sidney
and Spenser. Some might object to how Barker writes about patriarchy, finding her
views somewhat simplistic in disregarding how pervasive it could be in subconscious
and institutionalized forms. There are some inconsistencies in the bibliographies and
footnotes, and the unconventional bibliographies at the end of chapters make evaluating
sources cumbersome for those reading the entire book. Nevertheless, this is a book that
should be read by scholars needing to understand the complexities of rape law and atti-
tudes towards the offense in early England.

Caroline Dunn, Clemson University
doi:10.1017/rqx.2023.580

The Duke of Lennox, 1574–1624: A Jacobean Courtier’s Life. David Bergeron.
Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press, 2022. x + 244 pp. $110.

The Stuart courts of the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries have been the
subject of much scholarship in the last twenty years, though book-length biographies
of individual courtiers are rare. David M. Bergeron’s new biography of Ludovic Stewart,
Duke of Lennox, thus offers a fresh perspective on the Scottish-English courts of James
VI/I, in addition to being the first “sustained study of Lennox’s life” (2). Bergeron’s
knowledge of and passion for his subject are evident immediately. He argues that
Lennox “was the most important courtier in King James VI of Scotland’s court in both
Scotland and England in the forty years (1583–1624) that he faithfully served the king” (1).

The book begins in media res, with nine-year-old Ludovic arriving in Scotland from
his native France in 1583. Upon arrival, he received appointments to the Privy Council,
the King’s Bedchamber, and as Lord Chamberlain. Further influential positions fol-
lowed as he matured. Chapter 2 moves south to England with the king and covers
James’s reign there from 1603 to the death of Henry, Prince of Wales, in 1612.
Lennox transitioned easily to England, acquiring new titles and properties there
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while maintaining his Scottish ones. He occasionally traveled to Scotland for the king.
Chapter 3 opens with the marriage of Princess Elizabeth to Frederick V, Elector Palatine
of the Rhine, in 1613. It then discusses Lennox’s involvement in the arts in London, his
attendance at Queen Anne’s funeral in 1619, and his interactions with Robert Carr and
George Villiers, the king’s favorites. In chapter 4, Bergeron shifts from a chronological
telling of Lennox’s life to a thematic one focused on the duke’s diplomatic, political, and
artistic activities, including his participation in the wool trade and his dealings with the
powerful mercantile community in London. Chapter 5 returns to a chronological nar-
rative. It begins with Lennox’s third marriage, to Frances Howard, and concludes with a
general assessment of his life and character.

Bergeron convincingly makes the case for Lennox’s importance in Scotland, where
he held many high offices and the only dukedom besides the royal dukedoms of
Rothesay and Albany. His argument is less convincing for England, where the king’s
role was complicated by institutions such as the Privy Council and Parliament, by
the presence of powerful administrators such as Robert Cecil, who served as Lord
Privy Seal until 1608 and as Secretary of State and Lord High Treasurer until his
death in 1612, and by the king’s favorites, Carr and Villiers. While it is true that
Lennox played a central role in official family events—the visit of King Christian IV
of Denmark, James’s brother-in-law, in 1606; Prince Henry’s investiture as Prince of
Wales in 1610 and funeral in 1612; Princess Elizabeth’s wedding in 1613; Prince
Charles’s investiture as Prince of Wales in 1616; entertaining foreign ambassadors;
sponsoring court masques; and managing the king’s household—that does not confirm
his singular importance in the broader English political context. What it does suggest is
that he was reliable, capable, intelligent, and loyal.

In general, Bergeron’s writing is fast-paced and easy to read, though he frequently
alternates between past, present, and future tenses for no apparent reason. The Stuart/
Stewart family tree at the beginning of the book is helpful, and the drawings, engrav-
ings, and portraits included throughout the book are well chosen. Though a minor
point, the indexing of some non-English names is incomplete. For example, Don
Diego Sarmiento de Acuña, Count of Gondomar and Spanish ambassador to
England, is listed as “Gondomar, Count, Don Diego” (243).

That Lennox was born in France, spent his formative years in Scotland, and then
migrated to England without trouble speaks to his ability to adapt to new cultural
and political contexts, as does the fact that he successfully navigated the factionalism
that consumed English courtiers in the wake of Cecil’s death. Bergeron’s biography
of Lennox reminds us of the human richness of the Stuart courts and of the talented
individuals who served in them.

Darcy Kern, Southern Connecticut State University
doi:10.1017/rqx.2023.581
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