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A Study of Comparative and International Legal
Aspects of Product Liability

by H. Duintjer Tebbens, Dr. jur., Head of the Department
for Private International Law and Commercial Arbitration,
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The author presents a concise and up-to-date picture of product liability
law in the USA, Canada, the UK, West Germany, France and the Nether-
lands, rounded off by comparative conclusions on the main characteris-
tics of this newly evolved part of the law. The recent action taken by
the EEC and Council of Europe in furtherance of their consumer protec-
tion programmes and aiming at strict liability is also discussed. Attention
is further paid to the increasing role of product quality standards and

to the insurance aspects.

Building on the features of substantive product liability law the author
places the search for choice of law rules within the framework of choice
of tort law generally. He traces the trends in legal theory and practice

in the last decades toward more differentiation for particular torts. A
major part of the discussion of conflict of laws problems is devoted to
American cases, both interstate and international, involving product
liability. Here the effects of the so-called ‘long-arm statues’ on jurisdiction
over foreign manufacturers is brought to light, as are also the sometimes
puzzling results of the fashionable ‘interest analysis’ for selection of the
applicable law. The American solutions are confronted with the rare
European cases on jurisdiction and choice of law concerning product
liability and with the views of private international law scholars. This is
usefully supplemented by an analysis of the 1973 Hague Convention on
product liability that came into force on | October 1977.

The book culminates in the exposition of the author’s views on a conflict
of laws rule, where he stresses the central significance of the market on
which the product was offered and supplied.

Access to the book’s extensive source material is facilitated by a subject
index and a table of cases; a twenty-page bibliography has also been
added.

Please order through your bookseller or

Sijthoff & Noordhoff International Publishers, Order Department,
P.O. Box 4, 2400 MA Alphen aan den Rijn, The Netherlands or
Six Winchester Terrace, Winchester, Mass. 01890, USA.

Prices are subject to change without notice.
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THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES are pleased to announce the publications

COLLECTION OF THE AGREEMENTS CONCLUDED BY THE
EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES

This collection of agreements provides national and Community authorities and the private
sector with a handy work of reference. The collection brings together agreements concluded
by the European Communities with non-member States or with other bodies governed by
international law, particularly international organizations.

The collection gives the full texts of the agreements and of the Community acts concluding
them.

The collection comprises five basic volumes containing the texts of all the agreements in force
on 31 December 1975. Supplements to these volumes will be published each year. Basic informa-
tion concerning each of the agreements is given in a summary table at the end of each section.
There will be a subject index covering all five volumes.

The annual supplements will be designed along the same lines.
Each supplement will include a list of the agreements which have expired and a list of those
which have been extended during the preceding year.

ISBN - 92-824-0002-6 Edited in Danish, English, French, German
92-825-0002-0 Italian, Dutch

Price (5§ volumes): FB 10000 DKr1695 DM 645 FF 1350
Lit 240 000 Hfl 680 UK L157 US $ 276

TREATIES ESTABLISHING THE EUROPEAN COMMUNITIES

Treaties amending these Treaties. Documents concerning the accession. 1978 Edition.

The 1978 edition of the Treaties establishing the European Communities incorporates, in
addition to the text of the three basic Treaties - establishing the European Coal and Steel
Community, the European Economic Community and the European Atomic Energy Communi-
ty respectively - the text of Treaties and certain acts supplementing or amending the basic
Treaties. Included in particular are the Treaty establishing a Single Council and a Single Com-
mission of the European Communities (the so-called ’Merger Treaty™), the Treaty amending
Certain Budgetary Provisions of the Treaties, the documents concerning the accession of the
Kingdom of Denmark, Ireland and the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland.
the Treaty amending the Protocol on the Statute of the European Investment Bank, the Treaty
amending Certain Financial Provisions of the Treaties and the Act concerning the election of
the representatives of the Assembly by direct universal suffrage.

1316 pages. Edited in Danish, Dutch, English, French, German, Irish, Italian.

92-823-0002-1
92-824-0008-5
ISBN 92-825-0376-3 Catalogue number: FX-23-77-962-EN-C
92-829-0008-8
92-830-0008-0

Price: BFR 700 DKr 122 DM 44 FF 99 Lit19 000 Hf148 UK L12 USS§ 23,

Office for official publications of the European Communities
Boite postale 1003 - Luxembourg
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THE INTERNATIONAL LAW AND POLICY OF HUMAN WELFARE

edited by R.St.J. MacDonald, Q.C., Weldon Professor and Dean of the
Faculty of Law, Dalhousie University, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada,
D.M. Johnston, Professor of International Law, Dathousie University and
G.L. Morris, Professor of Law, University of Toronto, Toronto, Canada.

1978, 708 pp., cloth, Dfl. 185.00/$92.50 — ISBN 90 286 0808 7

At a time of increasingly grave concern about the inability of the world
community to satisfy even the most basic of human needs, as well as

the most fundamental of human rights, this collection of 25 essays breaks
new ground. In addition to traditional legal analysis, the book consists of
institutional studies and speculative essays from the perspective of several
different disciplines.

The book consists of four parts. In the first, some of the central concepts
and motivations underlying the international legal order, particularly as

it affects the physical and psychic aspects of human welfare or develop-
ment, are explored in a series of wide-ranging essays. In the second, em-
phasis is placed on current issues concerning human dignity, including
new as well as more familiar problems in the field of human rights. This
is followed in the third part by studies in legal and economic order. The
book concludes with a fourth part devoted to problems in the promo-
tion of physical welfare, with a special reference to recent international
conferences of this kind sponsored by the United Nations. The cumula-
tive effect of these essays is a significant contribution to the reorgani-
zation of the field: the international institutional aspects of human de-
velopment.

Contents:
Part 1. Structure, value and process. Part 2. Human dignity. Part 3. Eco-
nomic development. Part 4. Physical welfare.

Please order through your bookseller or

Sijthoff & Noordhoff International Publishers, Order Department P.O.
Box 4, 2400 MA Alphen aan den Rijn, The Netherlands or Six Winchester
Terrace, Winchester, Mass. 01890, USA.

Prices are subject to change without notice.

https://doi.org/10.1017/50165070X00017903 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S0165070X00017903

