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Abstract We prove some {-independence results on local constancy of étale cohomology of rigid analytic
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a theorem of Orgogozo on the compatibility of the nearby cycles over general bases with base change.
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1. Introduction

Let K be an algebraically closed complete non-archimedean field whose topology is given
by a valuation |-|: K — Rx>g of rank 1. Let O = K° be the ring of integers of K. In this
paper, we study local constancy of étale cohomology of rigid analytic varieties over K, or
more precisely, of adic spaces of finite type over Spa(K,0).

1.1. A main result

The theory of étale cohomology for adic spaces was developed by Huber (see [14]). Huber
obtained several finiteness results on étale cohomology of adic spaces in a series of papers
[15, 16, 18]. Let us recall one of the main results of [16] (see [16, Theorem 3.6] for a more
precise statement).

Theorem 1.1 (Huber [16, Theorem 3.6]). We assume that K is of characteristic zero.
Let X be a separated adic space of finite type over Spa(K,0) and Z a closed adic subspace
of X. Let n be a positive integer invertible in O. Then there exists an open subset V of X
containing Z such that the restriction map

HYV,Z/nZ) — H'(Z,Z/nZ)

on é€tale cohomology groups is an isomorphism for every integer i. Moreover, we can
assume that V is quasicompact.

It is a natural question to ask whether we can take an open subset V as in Theorem 1.1
independent of n. In the present paper, we answer this question in the affirmative for adic
spaces which arise from schemes of finite type over O.

More precisely, we will prove the following theorem. For a scheme X’ of finite type over
O, let X denote the w-adic formal completion of X, where w € K* is an element with
|| < 1. The Raynaud generic fibre of X is denoted by (X)) in this section, which is an
adic space of finite type over Spa(K,Q) (it is denoted by d(.)?) in [14] and in the main
body of this paper).

Theorem 1.2 (Theorem 4.9). Let Z — X be a closed immersion of separated schemes
of finite type over O. We have a closed embedding (Z)% — (X)"8. Then there exists an
open subset V of (i’\)rig containing (g)rig such that, for every positive integer n invertible
in O, the restriction map

H'(V,Z/nZ) — H'((Z)"¢,7./nZ)

on €tale cohomology groups is an isomorphism for every integer i. Moreover, we can
assume that V is quasicompact.

A more precise statement is given in Theorem 4.9. In this paper, we will use de Jong’s
alterations in several ways. This is the main reason why we restrict ourselves to the case
where adic spaces arise from schemes of finite type over 0. We remark that, in our case,
we need not impose any conditions on the characteristic of K. We will also prove an
analogous statement for étale cohomology with compact support (see Theorem 4.8).
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Remark 1.3. In [29], Scholze proved the weight-monodromy conjecture for a projective
smooth variety X over a non-archimedean local field L of mixed characteristic (0,p) which
is a set-theoretic complete intersection in a projective smooth toric variety, by reduction
to the function field case proved by Deligne. In the proof, Scholze used Theorem 1.1 to
construct, for a fixed prime number ¢ # p, a projective smooth variety Y over a function
field of characteristic p and an appropriate mapping from étale cohomology with Z/¢Z-
coefficients of X to that of Y. The initial motivation for the present study is, following
the method of Scholze, to prove that an analogue of the weight-monodromy conjecture
holds for étale cohomology with Z/¢Z-coefficients of such a variety X for all but finitely
many ¢ # p by reduction to an ultraproduct variant of Weil II established by Cadoret [5].
For this, we shall use Theorem 1.2 instead of Theorem 1.1. The details are given in [21].

1.2. Local constancy of higher direct images with proper support

For the proof of Theorem 1.2, we need to investigate local constancy of higher direct
images with proper support for an algebraizable morphism of adic spaces whose target is
the unit disc. To see this, let us give an outline of the proof of Theorem 1.1.

Sketch of the proof of Theorem 1.1. We assume that K is of characteristic zero. For
simplicity, we assume that the closed embedding Z < X is of the form (ZA)rig — (2? )rie
for a closed immersion of finite presentation Z < X of separated schemes of finite type
over O. By considering the blow-up of X along Z, we may assume further that the closed
subscheme Z is defined by one global function f € Ox(X). Let

f: X — SpecO[T]

be the morphism defined by T — f. The Raynaud generic fibre of the w-adic formal
completion of Spec O[T is the unit disc B(1) := Spa(K(T),O(T)). The set of K-rational
points of B(1) is identified with the set

B(1)(K) = {z € K || < 1}.
The morphism f induces the following morphism of adic spaces:
fre: (X)e 5 B(1).

The inverse image (f*8)~1(0) of the origin 0 € B(1) is the closed subspace (g)rig.
We fix a positive integer n invertible in O. We want to take an open subset V in
Theorem 1.1 as the inverse image

V= (£19) 7 (B(e)

of the disc B(e) C B(1) of radius € centred at 0 for a small € € |K*|. Such a subset is called
a tubular neighbourhood of (ZA)rig. For this, we have to compute étale cohomology with
Z/nZ-coefficients of (f*8)~(B(¢)) for a small € € |[K*|. By the Leray spectral sequence
for fre, it suffices to compute the cohomology group

H'(B(e),R? fr87,/n7)

for all 7,j. The key steps are as follows.
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e By [16, Theorem 2.1], the étale sheaf R7 fL'87/nZ is an oc-quasiconstructible étale
sheaf of Z/nZ-modules in the sense of [16, Definition 1.4]. It follows that there
exists an element €; € |[K*| such that the restriction (ijiigZ/nZ)\B(el)\{o} is a
locally constant Z/nZ-sheaf of finite type.

e By the p-adic Riemann existence theorem of Liitkebohmert [22, Theorem 2.2],
there exists an element ¢y € |[K*| with ey < €; such that (ijiigZ/nZ)m(eo)\{o}
is trivialized by a Kummer covering ¢, : B(eé/m)\{()} — B(ep)\{0} defined by
T—1Tm.

Then the desired result can be obtained by explicit calculations. ]

In our case, the problem is to show that ¢y and €; in the above argument can be
taken independent of n. To overcome this problem, by de Jong’s alterations and by
cohomological descent, we reduce to the case where there exists an element e € |K*|
with € <1 such that the restriction

(f78) 1 (B(e)\{0}) — B(e)\{0}
of f'i& is smooth. In this case, we will analyse the higher direct image sheaf with proper
support

R f87,/nZ

on B(1), which is defined in [14, Definition 5.4.4]. An important fact is that, since fr8
is smooth over B(e)\{0}, the restriction (ij!rigZ/nZ)|B(€)\{0} is a constructible étale
sheaf of Z/nZ-modules (in the sense of [14, Definition 2.7.2]) for every positive integer n
invertible in O by [14, Theorem 6.2.2].

The following theorem is the most fundamental result in this paper. We do not suppose
that K is of characteristic zero. For elements a,b € |[K*| with a < b <1, let B(a,b) C B(1)
be the annulus with inner radius a and outer radius b centred at 0.

Theorem 1.4 (Proposition 6.6 and Theorem 6.10). Let f: X — SpecO[T] be a separated
morphism of finite presentation. We assume that there exists an element € € |[K*| with
€ <1 such that the induced morphism

8 (X)) B(1)
is smooth over B(e)\{0}. Then there exists an element ey € |[K*| with ey < € such that,
for every positive integer n invertible in O, the following two assertions hold:
(1) The restriction (Rif,rigZ/nZ)\B(Eo)\{o} is a locally constant Z/nZ-sheaf of finite type
for every i.

(2) For elements a,b € |K*| with a <b < €g, there exists a composition
h: B(cM™,dY™) 275 B(e,d) L B(a,b)

of a Kummer covering o, of degree m, where m is invertible in O, with a finite
Galois étale morphism g, such that (RiflrigZ/nZﬂB(a,b) is trivialized by h for every i.
If K is of characteristic zero, then we can take g as a Kummer covering (the mor-
phism g can be taken independent of n although the integer m possibly depends on n).
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Remark 1.5. For the proof of Theorem 1.4 (1), we need Huber’s result [14, Theorem
6.2.2]. However, our methods are different from the ones used in [15, 16, 18].

Remark 1.6. We will prove Theorem 1.4 in a slightly more general setting involving
certain sheaves on X which are not necessary constant (see Section 6 for details).

Under the assumptions of Theorem 1.4, the same results hold for the higher direct image
sheaf R! f{'87Z /nZ by Poincaré duality [14, Corollary 7.5.5], which will imply Theorem 1.2.

1.3. Nearby cycles over general bases

A key ingredient in the proof of Theorem 1.4 is the following uniform refinement of
a theorem of Orgogozo [25, Théoréme 2.1] on the compatibility of the sliced nearby
cycles functors with base change. We also obtain a result on uniform unipotency of the
sliced nearby cycles functors (see Section 2.1 for the definition of the sliced nearby cycles
functors, and see Definition 2.3 for the terminology used in the following theorem).

Theorem 1.7 (Corollary 2.9). Let S be an excellent Noetherian scheme and g: Y — S a
separated morphism of finite type. There exists an alteration S’ — S such that, for every
positive integer n invertible on S, the following assertions hold:

(1) The sliced nearby cycles complexes for the base change gs:: Ys: — S’ of g and the
constant sheaf Z/nZ are compatible with any base change.

(2) The sliced nearby cycles complexes for gs:: Ysr — S’ and the constant sheaf Z/nZ
are unipotent.

Theorem 1.7 is a corollary of a more general result (Theorem 2.8), which may be of
independent interest. For the proof, we use a combination of the methods of [25] and of
[26] and we need de Jong’s alteration.

By using a comparison theorem of Huber [14, Theorem 5.7.8], we will study the relation
between higher direct images with proper support for morphisms of adic spaces and
the sliced nearby cycles functors. Then we will deduce Theorem 1.4 from Theorem 1.7.
Roughly speaking, Theorem 1.4 (1) can be deduced from Theorem 1.7 (1) by considering
a specialization map from an adic space of finite type over Spa(K,QO) to its reduction (see
Section 5.3 and Section 6.2 for details). Theorem 1.4 (2) can be deduced from Theorem
1.7 (2) and some properties of the discriminant function dy,: [0,00) — R>¢ associated with
a finite Galois étale covering h: Y — B(1)\{0} defined in [22, 23, 27] (see Section 6.1 and
Appendix A for details). In the proofs of both parts of Theorem 1.4, points of rank 2 of
(finite Galois étale coverings of) B(1) play important roles.

1.4. The organisation of this paper

This paper is organised as follows. In Section 2, we first recall the definition of the sliced
nearby cycles functors. Then we formulate our main result (Theorem 2.8) on the sliced
nearby cycles functors. In Section 3, we prove Theorem 2.8.

In Section 4, we recall the definition of tubular neighbourhoods, and then we state
our main results (Theorem 4.8 and Theorem 4.9) on étale cohomology of tubular
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neighbourhoods. In Section 5, we recall a comparison theorem of Huber and use it to
study the relation between higher direct images with proper support for morphisms of
adic spaces and the sliced nearby cycles functors. In Section 6, we prove Theorem 1.4 in a
slightly more general setting. In Section 7, we prove Theorem 4.8 and Theorem 4.9 (and,
hence, Theorem 1.2) by using Theorem 1.4.

Finally, in Appendix A, we prove two theorems (Theorem 6.2 and Theorem 6.3) on
finite étale coverings of annuli, which basically follow from the results in [22, 23, 27].

2. Nearby cycles over general bases

In this section, we formulate our main results on nearby cycles over general bases. We
will use the following notation throughout this paper. Let f: X — S be a morphism of
schemes. For a morphism T — S of schemes, the base change X xgT of X is denoted
by X7 and the base change of f is denoted by fr: Xp — T. For a commutative ring
A, let DT(X,A) be the derived category of bounded below complexes of étale sheaves of
A-modules on X. For a complex K € DV (X,A), the pullback of K to Xt is denoted by
K. We often call an étale sheaf on X simply a sheaf on X.
We will use the following terminology (see also [26, 1.2.4]).

Definition 2.1. Let G be a group and X a scheme. We say that a sheaf F of A-modules
on X with a G-action is G-unipotent if F has a finite filtration which is stable by the
action of G such that the action of G' on each successive quotient is trivial. We say that
a complex K € DT(X,A) with a G-action is G-unipotent if its cohomology sheaves are
G-unipotent.

Remark 2.2. Assume that F as above is G-unipotent. Then every subquotient of F
(as a sheaf of A-modules with a G-action) is G-unipotent. We also note that higher
direct images of F (and, hence, of G-unipotent complexes) with induced G-actions are
G-unipotent, and the same statements hold for higher direct images with proper support,
pullbacks, etc.

2.1. Sliced nearby cycles functor

In this paper, a scheme is called a strictly local scheme if it is isomorphic to an affine
scheme Spec R where R is a strictly Henselian local ring. Let f: X — S be a morphism of
schemes. Let ¢: U — S be a morphism from a strictly local scheme U. The closed point
of U is denoted by u. Let n € U be a point. Let 7 — U be an algebraic geometric point
lying above 7, that is, it is a geometric point lying above 7 such that the residue field
k(7) is a separable closure of the residue field x(n) of 7. The strict localization of U at
77— U is denoted by Uy. We have the following commutative diagram:

; .
Xvg ——Xu ~— X,

]

U(ﬁ) U u.
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Let A be a commutative ring. We have the following functor:
RUy, 5:=i"Rjsj": D (Xu,A) = DT (Xy,A).

This functor is called the sliced nearby cycles functor in [19]. For a complex K €
DT (Xy,A), we have an action of the absolute Galois group Gal(k(7)/k(n)) on RV ¢, 5(K)
via the canonical isomorphism

Aut(Ugg / Spec(Ou,y)) = Gal(r(1)/£(n))-

Let ¢: V — U be a local morphism of strictly local schemes over S, that is, a morphism
over S which sends the closed point v of V' to the closed point u of U. Let £ € V be a
point with image 1 = ¢(¢) € U. For an algebraic geometric point £ — V lying above £, we
have an algebraic geometric point 7 — U lying above 7 by taking the separable closure

of k(n) in k(§). We call 7 — U the image of £ — V under the morphism ¢g. We have the
following commutative diagram:

Xy —=Xv=— X,

Pk

Xy, —= Xu <— Xu,

where the vertical morphisms are induced by ¢. For a complex K € D (Xy,A), we have
the following base change map:

TRV, 75(K) = RV, =(Kv).

Definition 2.3. Let f: X — S be a morphism of schemes. Let A be a commutative ring
and K € DT(X,A) a complex.

(1) We say that the sliced nearby cycles complezes for f and K are compatible with any
base change (or simply that the nearby cycles for f and K are compatible with any
base change) if for every local morphism ¢: V — U of strictly local schemes over S
and every algebraic geometric point £ — V' with image 77 — U, the base change map

q*R\Ifoﬁ(ICU) — R\I’fVE(IC\/)

is an isomorphism.

(2) We say that the sliced nearby cycles complexes for f and K are unipotent (or simply
that the nearby cycles for f and K are unipotent) if, for every morphism ¢: U — S
from a strictly local scheme U, a point 7 € U and an algebraic geometric point
77— U lying above 7, the complex R¥ s, #(Ky) is Gal(k(7)/k(n))-unipotent in the
sense of Definition 2.1.

Remark 2.4. We can restate Definition 2.3 (1) in terms of vanishing topoi as follows.
Let f: X — S be a morphism of schemes. Let

<+
XXSS
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be the vanishing topos, where the étale topos of a scheme X is also denoted by X by
abuse of notation. See [19] for the definition and basic properties of the vanishing topos
X ;5 S. Let A be a commutative ring. We have a morphism of topoi ¥¢: X — X ;5 S.
The direct image functor

+—
RU;: DY(X,A) = D*(X xgS,A)

defined by W, is called the nearby cycles functor For a morphism ¢: T'— S of schemes,

-
we have a morphism of topoi q XrxrT—X ><S S and a 2-commutative diagram

X ———X

lR\IJfT iR\Ilf
-

— q —
XT XTTHXXSS,

where X7 — X is the projection. For a complex K € D*(X,A), we have the base change
map

cr.q(K): (q)*RU4(K) = RV, (Kr).

For a morphism f: X — S of schemes and a complex K € D (X,A), the sliced nearby
cycles complexes for f and K are compatible with any base change in the sense of
Definition 2.3 (1) if and only if, for every morphism ¢: T'— S of schemes, the base change
map cy,q(KC) is an isomorphism (see also the proof of [25, Lemme 4.1]). This follows from
the following descriptions of the stalks of the nearby cycles functor and the sliced nearby
cycles functors.

Let x — X be a geometric point of X, and let s — S denote the composition x — X — S.
Let t — S be a geometric point with a specialization map «: t — s, that is, an S-morphism
a: Sy — S(s), where S(4) (resp. S(;) is the strict localization of S at s — S (resp. t — ).

«— —
The triple (,t,«) defines a point of the vanishing topos X X g5, and every point of X x g5

is of this form (up to equivalence). The topos X ;5 S has enough points. For the stalk
RY(K)(z,t,0) of RY;(K) at (z,t,a), we have an isomorphism

RY;(K) (2,t,0) = BT (X () X5, S(1),K)

(see [19, (1.3.2)]). Here, the pullback of K to X(,) Xs,,, () is also denoted by K (we will
use this notation in this paper when there is no possibility of confusion).

We have a similar description of the stalks of the sliced nearby cycles functors. More
precisely, let g: U — S be a morphism from a strictly local scheme U and 77 — U an
algebraic geometric point. Let z — X, be a geometric point of the special fibre X, of
Xy . Then, since the morphism Xy — Xy is quasicompact and quasiseparated, we have

RY, 7(Kv)e = RU((Xv) (2) Xv U, K- (2.1)
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2.2. Main results on nearby cycles over general bases

A proper surjective morphism f: X — Y of Noetherian schemes is called an alteration if
it sends every generic point of X to a generic point of Y and it is generically finite, that
is, there exists a dense open subset U C Y such that the restriction f~1(U) — U is a finite
morphism. If, furthermore, X and Y are integral schemes, then f is called an integral
alteration. An alteration f: X — Y is called a modification if there exists a dense open
subset U C 'Y such that the restriction f~!(U) — U is an isomorphism.

Let f: X — S be a morphism of finite type of excellent Noetherian schemes. In [25],
Orgogozo proved the following result:

Theorem 2.5 (Orgogozo [25, Théoréme 2.1]). For a positive integer n invertible on S
and for a constructible sheaf F of 7./nZ-modules on X, there exists a modification S" — S
such that the sliced nearby cycles complezes for fs: and Fsr are compatible with any base
change in the sense of Definition 2.3 (1).

Proof. See [25, Théoreme 2.1] for the proof and for a more general result (actually,
Orgogozo formulated his results in terms of vanishing topoi, see Remark 2.4). O

To prove Theorem 1.2, we need a uniform refinement of Theorem 2.5. More precisely,
we need a modification (or an alteration) S’ — S such that, for every positive integer n
invertible on S, the sliced nearby cycles complexes for fs. and the constant sheaf Z/nZ
are compatible with any base change.

In order to prove the existence of such a modification, we will use the methods developed
in a recent paper [26] of Orgogozo. In fact, by the same methods, we can also prove that
there exists an alteration S’ — S such that, for every positive integer n invertible on S, the
sliced nearby cycles complexes for fgs and the constant sheaf Z/nZ are unipotent in the
sense of Definition 2.3 (2). Such an alteration is also needed in the proof of Theorem 1.2.

We need to recall the definition of a locally unipotent sheaf on a Noetherian scheme
from [26]. Let X be a Noetherian scheme. In this paper, we call a finite set X = {X, }o
of locally closed subsets of X a stratification if we have X =[] X, (set theoretically).

Definition 2.6 (Orgogozo [26, 1.2.1]). Let X be a Noetherian scheme and X a
stratification of X. We say that an abelian sheaf F on X is locally unipotent along X
if, for every morphism U — X from a strictly local scheme U and every X, € X, the
pullback of F to U x x X, has a finite filtration whose successive quotients are constant
sheaves.

Remark 2.7. If a constructible abelian sheaf F on a Noetherian scheme X is locally
unipotent along a stratification X, then it is constructible along X, that is, for every
X, € X, the pullback of F to X, is locally constant (see [26, 1.2.2]).

Our main result on nearby cycles over general bases is as follows.

Theorem 2.8. Let S be an excellent Noetherian scheme. Let f: X — S be a proper
morphism. Let X be a stratification of X. Then there exists an alteration S’ — S such that,
for every positive integer n invertible on S and every complex K € DT (X,Z/nZ) whose
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cohomology sheaves are constructible sheaves of Z/nZ-modules and are locally unipotent
along X, the following two assertions hold.

(1) The sliced nearby cycles complezes for fs: Xg — S" and Kgr are compatible with
any base change.

(2) The sliced nearby cycles complezes for fs/: Xg — S’ and Kg/ are unipotent.

For future reference, we state the following corollary.

Corollary 2.9. Let S be an excellent Noetherian scheme and f: X — S a separated
morphism of finite type. There exists an alteration S’ — S such that, for every positive
integer n invertible on S, the sliced nearby cycles complexes for fs: Xg — S’ and the
constant sheaf Z/nZ are compatible with any base change and are unipotent.

Proof. This follows immediately from Theorem 2.8. O

In fact, as in [25], we can show a more precise result for the compatibility of the sliced
nearby cycles functors with base change as a corollary of Theorem 2.8:

Corollary 2.10. Under the assumptions of Theorem 2.8, there exists a modification
S’ — S such that, for every positive integer n invertible on S and every complex K €
DT (X,Z/nZ) whose cohomology sheaves are constructible sheaves of Z/nZ-modules and
are locally unipotent along X, the sliced nearby cycles complexes for fs: Xg — S" and
Ks: are compatible with any base change.

Proof. Theorem 2.8, together with [25, Lemme 3.2 and Lemme 3.3], implies the
result. O

3. Proof of Theorem 2.8

3.1. Nodal curves

In this subsection, we recall some results on nodal curves from [7, 26]. Let f: X — S be a
morphism of Noetherian schemes. We say that f is a nodal curve if it is a flat projective
morphism such that every geometric fibre of f is a connected reduced curve having at
most ordinary double points as singularities. We say that f is a nodal curve adapted to a
pair (X°,5°) of dense open subsets X° and S° of X and S, respectively, if the following
conditions are satisfied:

e f is a nodal curve which is smooth over S°.
e There is a closed subscheme D of X which is étale over S and is contained in the
smooth locus of f. Moreover, we have f~(S°)N(X\D) = X°.

The following proposition will be used in the proof of Theorem 2.8, which is one of the
main reasons why we introduce the notion of locally unipotent sheaves.

Proposition 3.1 (Orgogozo [26, Proposition 2.3.1]). Let S be a Noetherian scheme and
f: X — S a nodal curve adapted to a pair (X°,5°) of dense open subsets X° and S°
of X and S, respectively. Let uw: X° — X denote the open immersion. Assume that S°
1s normal. Then, for every positive integer n invertible on S and every locally constant
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constructible sheaf L of Z/nZ-modules on X° such that w L is locally unipotent along the
stratification X = {X°, X\X°} of X, the sheaf

R'fu(wL)
is locally unipotent along the stratification & = {S°,5\S°} of S for every i.
Proof. See [26, Proposition 2.3.1]. O

Remark 3.2. The proof of Theorem 2.8 is inspired by that of Proposition 3.1. In fact,
we can show that, with the notation of Proposition 3.1, the nearby cycles for f and w L
are compatible with any base change and unipotent. Since we will not use this fact in the
proof of Theorem 2.8, we omit the proof of it.

We say that a morphism f: X — S of Noetherian integral schemes is a pluri nodal curve
adapted to a dense open subset X° C X if there are an integer d > 0, a sequence

X=X4—>Xg-1—> - —=2X1 > X0=9)
fa f1

of morphisms of Noetherian integral schemes and dense open subsets X7 C X; for every
0 <7< d with X7 = X° such that f;: X; —+ X, is a nodal curve adapted to the pair
(X?,X7 1) for every 1 <i<d. If d =0, by convention, it means that X =S and f is the
identity map.

The following theorem of de Jong plays an important role in the proof of Theorem 2.8.

Theorem 3.3 (de Jong [7, Theorem 5.9]). Let f: X — S be a proper surjective morphism
of excellent Noetherian integral schemes. Let X° C X be a dense open subset. We assume
that the geometric generic fibre of fis irreducible. Then there is the following commutative
diagram:

X0L>S/

|,

X ——=25,

where the vertical maps are integral alterations and f' is a pluri nodal curve adapted to
a dense open subset X§° C Xo which is contained in the inverse image of X° C X.

Proof. See [7, Theorem 5.9] and the proof of [7, Theorem 5.10]. We note that if the
dimension of the generic fibre of f is zero, then f is an integral alteration. Hence, we can
take S” as X and take f’ as the identity map on X in this case. O

3.2. Preliminary lemmas

We shall give two lemmas, which will be used in the proof of Theorem 2.8.
We will need the following terminology.

Definition 3.4. Let f: X — S be a morphism of schemes. Let A be a commutative ring
and K € DT(X,A) a complex. Let p be an integer.
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(1) We say that the sliced nearby cycles complezes for f and Kare p-compatible with any
base change (or simply that the nearby cycles for f and Kare p-compatible with any
base change) if for every local morphism ¢: V' — U of strictly local schemes over S
and every algebraic geometric point £ — V with image 1 — U, we have T<pA =0
for the cone A of the base change map:

¢ RYp, 7(Ku) = RY, #(Kv) = A—.

(2) We say that the sliced nearby cycles complezes for f and Kare p-unipotent (or simply
that the nearby cycles for f and Kare p-unipotent) if, for every morphism ¢: U — S
from a strictly local scheme U, a point 7 € U and an algebraic geometric point
1 — U lying above 7, the complex

TSPR\I/fUﬁ(K:U)
is Gal(x(7)/k(n))-unipotent (in the sense of Definition 2.1).

As in [25], we need some results on cohomological descent (see [1, Exposé Vbis] and [8,
Section 5] for the terminology used here). Let f: Y — X be a morphism of schemes. Let

B:Ye :=cosqy(Y/X)— X

be the augmented simplicial object in the category of schemes defined as in [8, (5.1.4)],
so Yy, is the (m+ 1)-times fibre product ¥ xx --- xx Y for m > 0. We can associate to
the étale topoi of Yy, (m >0) a topos (Y,)™ (see [8, (5.1.6)—(5.1.8)]). Moreover, as in [8,
(5.1.11)], we have a morphism of topoi

(Bx,87): (Vo)™ = X
from (Y,)™ to the étale topos X7 of X.

Lemma 3.5. Let f: X — S be a morphism of schemes. Let 5y: Y — X be a proper
surjective morphism. We put B: Y, := cosqy(Y/X) — X. Let F be a sheaf of Z/nZ-
modules on X and Fp, = G5 F the pullback of F by Bm: Ym — X. The composition
foBm is denoted by f,,. Let p > —1 be an integer.

(1) If the nearby cycles for fm and F,, are (p—m)-compatible with any base change for
every 0 <m < p+1, then the nearby cycles for f and F are p-compatible with any
base change.

(2) If the nearby cycles for f,, and F,, are (p—m)-unipotent for every 0 < m < p, then
the nearby cycles for f and F are p-unipotent.

Proof. The assertion (1) is [25, Lemme 4.1] (see also Remark 2.4). Although it is stated for
constant sheaves, the same proof works for sheaves of Z/nZ-modules (or more generally,
for torsion abelian sheaves).

The assertion (2) can be proved by the same arguments as in the proof of [25, Lemme
4.1]. We shall give a sketch here. Let ¢: U — S be a morphism from a strictly local scheme
U and 7 — U an algebraic geometric point with image n € U. Let u € U be the closed
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point. We have the following diagram:

Je ie

(Y.)U(ﬁ) - (}/O)U D (Yo)u

P,k

Xu, @) Xy Xu,

where 8: (Ys)u — Xy is the base change of 3, etc. By [1, Exposé Vbis, Proposition 4.3.2],
the morphism Sy: Y — X is universally of cohomological descent, and, hence, we have
Fu =2 RB.[F*Fy. Using this isomorphism and the proper base change theorem, we obtain

RY 5, 7(Fu) = RP. (1) " R(je)«(jo) A" Fu-

The pullback of the complex
(1e)"R(jo)+(jo) A" Fu

to (Y )y is isomorphic to R¥ s, y,, 7((Fm)v) for every m > 0. Thus, we have the following
spectral sequence:

EY' =R B RY () 7 ((Fr)u) = Ry, 2(Fu)

(see [8, (5.2.7.1)]). The assertion follows from this spectral sequence since our assumption
implies that the sheaf

R (Br)+RY (), 5((Fi)v) = RY(Br)«T<iRY (5, 7((Fr)v)

is Gal(k(7)/k(n))-unipotent if k+1 < p. O

3.3. Proof of Theorem 2.8

In this subsection, we prove Theorem 2.8. Our main technique is a combination of the
methods of [25] and [26].
In this section, we use the following terminology.

Definition 3.6. Let S be a Noetherian scheme and f: X — S a morphism of finite type.
Let p be an integer.

(1) Let X be a stratification of X. We say that an alteration S’ — S is p-adapted to the
pair (f,X) if, for every positive integer n invertible on S and every constructible
sheaf F of Z/nZ-modules on X which is locally unipotent along X, the nearby cycles
for fgr: Xg — S’ and Fg/ are p-compatible with any base change and p-unipotent.

(2) Let u: U< X be an open immersion. We say that an alteration S” — S is p-adapted
to the pair (f,U) if, for every positive integer n invertible on S and every locally
constant constructible sheaf £ of Z/nZ-modules on U such that w £ is locally
unipotent along the stratification {U,X\U}, the nearby cycles for fg: Xg — S’
and (wL)g: are p-compatible with any base change and p-unipotent.

https://doi.org/10.1017/51474748022000615 Published online by Cambridge University Press


https://doi.org/10.1017/S1474748022000615

852 K Ito

Let S be an excellent Noetherian integral scheme. Let p and d be two integers. We shall
consider the following statement P(S5,p,d):

P(S,p,d): For every integral alteration T'— S, for every proper morphism f: Y — T
such that the dimension of the generic fibre of f is less than or equal to d and for
any stratification 9) of Y, there exists an alteration 77 — T" which is p-adapted to
(f,9) in the sense of Definition 3.6 (1).

Remark 3.7.

(1) P(S, —2,d) holds trivially for every excellent Noetherian integral scheme S and
every integer d.

(2) For an integral scheme T and a proper morphism f: Y — T, the condition that
the dimension of the generic fibre is less than or equal to —1 means that f is not
surjective. The statement P(S,p, — 1) is not trivial.

Lemma 3.8. To prove Theorem 2.8, it is enough to show that the statement P(S,p,d)
holds for every triple (S,p,d).

Proof. The assertion can be proved by standard arguments, using the following fact
proved in [25, Proposition 3.1] (see also Remark 2.4): Let S be a Noetherian scheme and
f: X — S a morphism of finite type. Let N be the supremum of dimensions of fibres of
f- Let g: U — S be a morphism from a strictly local scheme U and 77 — U an algebraic
geometric point. Then, for every sheaf F of Z/nZ-modules on X, where n is a positive
integer, we have R'U s, #(Fy) =0 for i > 2N. O

We will prove P(S, p,d) by induction on the triples (S,p,d). For two excellent Noetherian
integral schemes S and S’, we denote
S'< 8
if S’ is isomorphic to a proper closed subscheme of an integral alteration of S. For an

excellent Noetherian integral scheme S and an integer p, we also consider the following
statements.

e P(S,p,x): The statement P(S,p,d’) holds for every integer d’.
e P(x < S px*): The statement P(S’,p,d’) holds for every excellent Noetherian
integral scheme S’ with S’ < S and every integer d’.

We begin with the following lemma.

Lemma 3.9. Let S be an excellent Noetherian integral scheme and p an integer. If P(x <
S,p,x) holds, then P(S,p, —1) holds.

Proof. This lemma can be proved by the same arguments as in [25, Section 4.2] by using
[26, Proposition 1.6.2] instead of [25, Lemme 4.3]. O

Our next task is to show the following proposition, which is the most difficult part.

Proposition 3.10. Let (S,p,d) be a triple of an excellent Noetherian integral scheme S
and two integers p and d. Assume that d > 0. If P(S,p,d—1), P(S,p—1,%) and P(x <
S, p,x) hold, then P(S,p,d) holds.
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The proof of Proposition 3.10 is divided into two steps. The first step is to reduce to
the case of pluri nodal curves:

Lemma 3.11. We assume that P(S,p,d—1), P(S,p—1,%) and P(x < S,p,*) hold. Under
this assumption, to prove P(S,p,d), it suffices to prove the following statement Py q(S,p,d):

P, 4(S,p,d): For every integral alteration T — S and for every pluri nodal curve
f:Y = T adapted to a dense open subset Y° CY such that the dimension of the
generic fibre of f is less than or equal to d, there is an alteration T' — T which is
p-adapted to (f,Y°) in the sense of Definition 3.6 (2).

Proof. This lemma can be proved by an argument similar to that in the proof of [26,
Théoreme 3.1.1] together with Theorem 3.3, Lemma 3.5, and Lemma 3.9 (see especially
26, 3.5.2]). O

Next, we prove Ppq(9,p,d) in Lemma 3.11 under the assumptions:

Lemma 3.12. We assume that P(S,p,d—1), P(S,p—1,%) and P(x < S,p,*) hold. Then
the statement Ppq(S,p,d) in Lemma 3.11 is true.

Proof. Let T'— S be an integral alteration and f: Y — T a pluri nodal curve adapted
to a dense open subset Y° C Y such that the dimension of the generic fibre of f is less
than or equal to d. Let u: Y° — Y denote the open immersion. If f is an isomorphism,
then there is nothing to prove. Hence, we may assume that f is not an isomorphism, and,
hence, there are a factorisation

y Ltex 2o
s
and a dense open subset X° C X such that h: Y — X is a nodal curve adapted to the
pair (Y°,X°) and g: X — T is a pluri nodal curve adapted to X°. Since P(S,p,d—1)
holds, we may assume that the identity map T — T is p-adapted to the following two
pairs

(\Y° -T{Y\Y°}) and (g,{X°X\X°}).

By replacing T with its normalization, we may assume that T is normal.

We claim that the identity map 7" — T is p-adapted to (f,Y°). The proof is divided
into two parts. First, we prove the assertion after restricting to the smooth locus Y/ C Y
of h. Then, we prove our claim by using the results on the smooth locus Y.

Claim 3.13. Let a: Y’ — T denote the restriction of f to Y'. Let n be a positive integer
invertible on T and L a locally constant constructible sheaf of Z/nZ-modules on Y° such
that wi L is locally unipotent along the stratification ) :={Y°, Y\Y°}. Let F be the pullback
of wL toY'. Then the following assertions hold:
(1) The nearby cycles for a: Y' — T and F are p-compatible with any base change.
(2) The nearby cycles for a: Y' =T and F are p-unipotent.
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Proof. (1) We fix a local morphism ¢: V' — U of strictly local schemes over T and an
algebraic geometric point £ — V with image 7 — U. In the following, for a morphism
¢: Z — T and a complex K € DT (Z,7Z/nZ), the cone of the base change map

q*R\I’¢U7ﬁ(’CU) — R\II¢V’E(IC\/)

is denoted by A(¢,K). For a morphism ¢: Z — W of T-schemes and a T-scheme T, the
base change Z7 — Wy is often denoted by the same letter ¢ when there is no possibility
of confusion.

We want to show 7<,A(a,F) = 0. It suffices to prove that 7<,A(a,F),; =0 at every
geometric point  — Y/, where s € V is the closed point. The morphism

("RYqy 57(Fu))e = RY,  2(Fv)a
on the stalks can be identified with the pullback map
RF((Y[/])(QJ) XU U(ﬁ),w[:) — RF((Y‘,/)(JC) Xy V@),ulﬁ)

(see also (2.1) in Remark 2.4).
In order to show 7<,A(a,F), =0, we can assume that £ is a constant sheaf on Y°.
Indeed, let £’ denote the pullback of £ to (Y7}) ) Xy Y°. It has a finite filtration

0=LyC---CLiCLi,,C---CL

3

such that each successive quotient Lj,,/L] is a constant sheaf since w L is locally
unipotent along ) = {Y°,Y'\Y°}. The pullback of w;L to (Y7;)(s) is isomorphic to ujL’,
where u': (Y{})(z) Xy Y° <= (Y{})(2) denotes the open immersion. Let A; (resp. Ajyq;)
denote the cone of the map

RU((Y() (x) v Ui £7) = RY((YV) (o) Xv Vig),uiL5)
(resp.
RY((Y() () ¥v U, (L1 /£L5)) = RU((YY) () xv Vigju (L1 /L5)))-

We obtain a distinguished triangle A; = A;11 — A;y1,; — for each 7. Thus, if we have
shown 7<,A;41,; = 0 for every i, then we can prove 7<,A; =0 for every ¢ inductively,
which, in turn, implies 7<,A(a,F), = 0. Since L], /L] is a constant sheaf (and, hence,
is the pullback of a constant sheaf on Y°), this means that it suffices to treat the case
where £ is a constant sheaf.

Now we assume that £ = A is a constant sheaf on Y°. Note that Y° is contained in Y.
Since we have the following exact sequence of sheaves on Y’

0—wA—A—v,A—0,

where v: Y'\Y° < Y” is the closed immersion and we denote the open immersion Y° < Y’
by the same letter v, it suffices to prove that 7<,A(a,A) =0 and 7<,A(a,v,A) =0.

It follows from the assumption on 7' that the nearby cycles for aov and the constant
sheaf A are p-compatible with any base change. Hence, we have 7<,A(a,v.A) = 0. By
the assumption on T again, the nearby cycles for ¢ and the constant sheaf A are p-
compatible with any base change. Since the composition b: Y’ — Y — X is smooth, we
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have A(a,A) 2 b*A(g,A) by the smooth base change theorem. Hence, we obtain that
T<pA(a,A) = 7<,b"A(g,A) = b 1<, A(g,A) = 0.

(2) Let g: U — T be a morphism from a strictly local scheme U, a point n € U and an
algebraic geometric point 7 — U lying above 1. Let s € U be the closed point. We want
to show that the complex

TSPR\IJGU,W(]:U)

is Gal(x(7)/x(n))-unipotent.

We first claim that for every i < p, the sheaf R'W,, =(Fy) is constructible. Since we
have already shown that the nearby cycles for a and F are p-compatible with any base
change, we may assume that U is the strict localization of T at s — T, in particular, we
may assume that U is Noetherian. Then, by using [11, Proposition 7.1.9], we may assume
that U is the spectrum of strictly Henselian discrete valuation ring, and in this case,
the claim follows from [9, Th. finitude, Théoréme 3.2] (see also [25, Section 8]). Now, it
suffices to prove that, for every geometric point x — Y/, the complex

T<p Ry 7(Fv)e = 7<, RU((Y)) (o) Xv Uy £)

is Gal(k(7)/k(n))-unipotent (see [26, Lemme 1.2.5]). Since the sheaf w L is locally
unipotent along 9 = {Y°,Y\Y°}, we reduce to the case where £ = A is a constant sheaf
on Y° as in the proof of (1).

By the exact sequence 0 — wyA - A — v, A — 0, it suffices to prove that the nearby
cycles for a and v,A and the nearby cycles for a and A are p-unipotent. By using the
assumption on T, we conclude by the same argument as in the proof of (1). O

Claim 3.14. Let n be a positive integer invertible on T and L a locally constant
constructible sheaf of Z/nZ-modules on Y° such that F :=wL is locally unipotent along
the stratification 2 = {Y°,Y\Y°}. Then the following assertions hold:

(1) The nearby cycles for f and F are p-compatible with any base change.

(2) The nearby cycles for f and F are p-unipotent.

Proof. (1) We fix a local morphism ¢: V — U of strictly local schemes over T and an
algebraic geometric point & — V' with image 77 — U. We retain the notation of the proof
of Claim 3.13 (1). We write A := A(f,F). We want to show 7<,A=0. Let ¢: Z =Y be
a closed immersion whose complement is the smooth locus Y’ of h. By Claim 3.13 (1),
we have

TSPA = C*C*TSPA,

and, hence, it suffices to show that c*7<,A = 0. Since the composition d: Z — Y — X is
a finite morphism, it is enough to prove that

d.c*t<,A=0.

By using 7<,A = c.c*1<,A, we obtain an isomorphism d.c*7<,A = 7<,Rh.A. By the
proper base change theorem, we have Rh,A = A(g,Rh.F). Note that X° is normal
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since T is normal. Hence, the cohomology sheaves of Rh.F are locally unipotent along
the stratification {X° X\X°} by Proposition 3.1. By the assumption on 7, we have
T<pA(g,R'h, F) =0 for every i. It follows that 7<,A(g,Rh.F) = 0. This completes the
proof of (1).

(2) Let g: U — T be a morphism from a strictly local scheme U, a point n € U and an
algebraic geometric point 77 — U lying above 1. We write K := RV, #(Fu).Lete: Y =Y
denote the open immersion. We have the following distinguished triangle:

e < , K = 1<, ) = 1< ) — .

By Claim 3.13 (2), it suffices to prove that ¢*7<,K is Gal(x(7)/x(n))-unipotent. Since d
is a finite morphism, it suffices to prove that

dic* 1<, K
is Gal(k(7)/k(n))-unipotent. We have the following distinguished triangle:
Rh.ee* 1<, = Rhy 1< ) — dic" 1< , K — .

Since the complex Rh.eie*1<,K is Gal(x(7)/k(n))-unipotent by Claim 3.13 (2), it is
enough to show that 7<,Rh,7<,K = 7<,Rh,K is Gal(x(7)/£(n))-unipotent. By the proper
base change theorem, we have

Rh,K = R, ((Rh.F)v).

As above, by Proposition 3.1 and the assumption on T, it follows that the complex
T<pR¥ g, 5((RhF)v) is Gal(k(7)/k(n))-unipotent, whence, (2). O

The proof of Lemma 3.12 is complete. O

Now Proposition 3.10 follows from Lemma 3.11 and Lemma 3.12. Finally, we prove the
following proposition which completes the proof Theorem 2.8.

Proposition 3.15. For every triple (S,p,d) of an excellent Noetherian integral scheme
S and two integers p and d, the statement P(S,p,d) holds.

Proof. We assume that P(S,p,d) does not hold. Then, by Lemma 3.9 and Proposition
3.10, we can find infinitely many triples {(Smpmdn)}nezzo with the following properties:
(1) P(Sy,pn,dy) does not hold for every n € Zxo.

(2) (So.po.do) = (S,p,d).
(3) For every n € Z>, we either have
(a) Snt1 < Sn,
(b) Spt1=5n, pn+1=pn—1, and d,, >0 or
(¢) Snt1=5n, Pn+1=pn, and dpy1 =d, —1 > —1.
By [26, Lemme in 3.4.4], there is an integer N > 0 such that S,,+1 =S, for every n > N.
Since P (S, —2,d’) holds trivially for every excellent Noetherian integral scheme S” and

every integer d’, there is an integer N’ > N such that d,, 1 =d,, —1 > —1 for every n > N'.
This leads to a contradiction. O
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4. Tubular neighbourhoods and main results

In this section, we will state our main results on étale cohomology of tubular neighbour-
hoods.

4.1. Adic spaces and pseudo-adic spaces

In this paper, we will freely use the theory of adic spaces and pseudo-adic spaces developed
by Huber. Our basis references are [12, 13, 14]. We shall recall the definitions very roughly.
We will use the terminology in [14, Section 1.1], such as a valuation of a ring, an affinoid
ring, a Tate ring or a strongly Noetherian Tate ring.

An adic space is by definition a triple

X = (X7OX7{/U;E}I€X)J

where X is a topological space, Ox is a sheaf of topological rings on the topological space
X and v, is an equivalence class of valuations of the stalk Ox , at x € X which is locally
isomorphic to the affinoid adic space Spa(A,AT) associated with an affinoid ring (A, A™)
(see [14, Section 1.1] for details). In this paper, unless stated otherwise, we assume that
every adic space is locally isomorphic to the affinoid adic space Spa(A,A™) associated
with an affinoid ring (4, A™) such that A is a strongly Noetherian Tate ring. So we can
use the results in [14] (see [14, (1.1.1)]). In particular, we only treat analytic adic spaces
(see [14, Section 1.1] for the definition of an analytic adic space).
A pseudo-adic space is a pair

(X,9),

where X is an adic space and S is a subset of X satisfying certain conditions (see [14,
Definition 1.10.3]). If X is an adic space and S C X is a locally closed subset, then (X,S5)
is a pseudo-adic space. Almost all pseudo-adic spaces which appear in this paper are
of this form. A morphism f: (X,S) — (X’,S") of pseudo-adic spaces is by definition a
morphism f: X — X' of adic spaces with f(S) C S".

We have a functor X — (X,X) from the category of adic spaces to the category of
pseudo-adic spaces. We often consider an adic space as a pseudo-adic space via this

functor.
A typical example of an adic space is the following. Let K be a non-archimedean field,
that is, it is a topological field whose topology is induced by a valuation |-|: K — R>

of rank 1. We assume that K is complete. Let O = K° be the valuation ring of |-|. We
call O the ring of integers of K. Let w € K* be an element with || < 1. Let X be a
scheme of finite type over O. The w-adic formal completion of X is denoted by X or XN
Following [14, Section 1.9], the Raynaud generic fibre of X is denoted by d(./'? ), which
is an adic space of finite type over Spa(K,0). In particular, d(z’? ) is quasicompact. For
example, we have

d((SpecO[T])") = Spa(K(T),O(T)) = B(1).
We often identify d((SpecO[T])") with B(1). For a morphism f: Y — X of schemes of

~

finite type over O, the induced morphism d(Y) — d(&X') is denoted by d(f) (rather than
d(f))-
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Important examples of pseudo-adic spaces for us are tubular neighbourhoods of adic
spaces. In the next subsection, we will define them in the case where adic spaces arise
from schemes of finite type over O.

4.2. Tubular neighbourhoods

Let X = (X,0x,{vs}zex) be an adic space. Let U C X be an open subset and g € Ox (U)
an element. Following [14], for a point x € U, we write |g(z)| := vy (g) (strictly speaking,
we implicitly choose a valuation from the equivalence class v,,).

As in the previous subsection, let K be a complete non-archimedean field with ring of
integers O.

Proposition 4.1. Let X' be a scheme of finite type over O and Z — X a closed immersion
of finite presentation. Let € € |K*| be an element.

(1) There exist subsets
S(Z.e) Cd(X) and T(Z,€)Cd(X)

satisfying the following properties; for any affine open subset U C X and any set
{91,-..,94} C Ou(U) of elements defining the closed subscheme ZNU of U, we have

S(Z,0)Nd(@) = {x € d@)||g:(x)| < ¢ for every 1 <i < q)
= {z € dU)||gi(x)| < |w=(x)| for every 1 <i < q}
and
T(Z,)NdU) = { € dU)||gi(x)| < e for every 1 <i < q}
= (o € d(@) |lg:(@)] < ()] for every 1 i < q),
where w € K* is an element with € = |w| and the element of Od(a)(d(a)) arising

from g; is denoted by the same letter. Moreover, they are characterised by the above
properties.

(2) The subset T(Z,€) is a quasicompact open subset of d(X). The subset S(Ze)
is closed and constructible in d(X) (see [1], (1.1.13)] for the definition of a
constructible subset).

(3) For a morphism f: Y — X of finite type, we have
S(Zxx ) =d()U(S(2,0) and T(ZxxY,e) = d(f) " T(Z,6)).

Proof. (1) Let w € K* be an element with ¢ = |w|. Let & C X’ be an affine open subset.
It suffices to show that the subsets

{z € dU)||gi(x)| < e for every 1 <i < q}
and

{z € dU)]||gi(z)| <€ for every 1 <i < ¢}
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are independent of the choice of a set {g1,...,94} C Oy(U) of elements defining the closed
subscheme ZNU of U. Let {h1,...,h;} C Oy(U) be another set of such elements. Then,
for every i, we have

gi = X1<j<rsijhy

-~

for some elements {s;;} C Oy (U). Since we have |s;;(x)| <1 for every z € d(U) and every
545, the assertion follows.

(2) We may assume that X is affine. The subset T(Z,e€) is a rational subset of the
affinoid adic space d(?? ), and, hence, it is open and quasicompact. The subset S(Z,¢) is
the complement of the union of finitely many rational subsets. It follows that S(Z,e) is
closed and constructible.

(3) We may assume that X and ) are affine. Then the assertion follows from the
descriptions given in (1). O

The subsets T'(Z,e) and S(Z.e) in Proposition 4.1 are called an open tubular
neighbourhood and a closed tubular neighbourhood of d(Z) in d(X'), respectively. For an
element € € |[K*|, we also consider the following subsets:

Q(Z,€) :=d(X)\S(Z,e).

~

This is a quasicompact open subset of d(X).
For a locally closed subset S of an adic space X, the pseudo-adic spaceA(X ,S) is often
denoted by S for simplicity. For example, the pseudo-adic spaces (d(X),S(Z,¢€)) and

~

(d(X),T(Z,e)) are denoted by S(Z,¢e) and T(Z,e), respectively.

Remark 4.2. For a formal scheme 2 of finite type over Spf O and a closed immersion
% — 2 of finite presentation (in the sense of [10, Chapter I, Definition 2.2.1]), we can
also define tubular neighbourhoods of d(%) in d(.2") in the same way. However, we will
always work with algebraizable formal schemes of finite type over O in this paper.

We end this subsection with the following lemma.

Lemma 4.3. Let X be a scheme of finite type over O and Z — X a closed immersion
of finite presentation. For a constructible subset W C d(X) containing d(Z), there is an
element € € |K*| such that T(Z,e) CW.

Proof. We may assume that X" is affine. Then the underlying topological space of d(.)? )
is a spectral space. We have

dZ)= [ T(Z.e).

e€|K X

Hence, the intersection

) T(Z.0n@XN\W)

ee|KX|
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is empty. In the constructible topology, the subsets T'(Z,e) and d(X)\W are closed
and d(X) is quasicompact. It follows that there is an element e € |[K*| such that the

~

intersection T'(Z,¢) Nd(X)\W is empty, whence T'(Z,e) C W. O

4.3. Main results on tubular neighbourhoods

In this subsection, let K be an algebraically closed complete non-archimedean field with
ring of integers O.

To state our main results on tubular neighbourhoods, we need étale cohomology and
étale cohomology with proper support of pseudo-adic spaces (see [14, Section 2.3] for
definition of the étale site of a pseudo-adic space). As shown in [14, Proposition 2.3.7],
for an adic space X and an open subset U C X, the étale topos of the adic space U is
naturally equivalent to the étale topos of the pseudo-adic space (X,U). For a commutative
ring A, let DT (X,A) denote the derived category of bounded below complexes of étale
sheaves of A-modules on a pseudo-adic space X.

Let f: X — Y be a morphism of analytic pseudo-adic spaces. We assume that f is
separated, locally of finite type and taut (see [14, Definition 5.1.2] for the definitions of
a taut pseudo-adic space and a taut morphism of pseudo-adic spaces; for example, if f
is separated and quasicompact, then f is taut). For such a morphism f, the direct image
functor with proper support

Rfi: DT(X,A) = DY(Y,A)

is defined in [14, Definition 5.4.4], where A is a torsion commutative ring. Moreover, if
Y = Spa(K,0), we obtain for a complex K € DT (X,A) the cohomology group with proper
support

H(X,K).

Example 4.4. Let X be a separated scheme of finite type over O and Z — X" a closed
immersion of finite presentation.

(1) The adic spaces dié) and d(X) are separated and of finite type over Spa(K,O).
The morphism d(X)\d(Z) — Spa(K,O) is separated, locally of finite type and taut
(see [14, Lemma 5.1.4]).

(2) The pseudo-adic spaces S(Z,¢), T(Z,¢) and Q(Z,¢) are separated and of finite type
(and, hence, taut) over Spa(K,0).

(3) For a subset S of an analytic adic space X, the interior of S in X is denoted by S°.
The morphism S(Z,e)° — Spa(K,O) is separated, locally of finite type and taut
[15, Lemma 1.3 iii)].

Let us recall the following results due to Huber in our setting.

Theorem 4.5 (Huber [15, Theorem 2.5], [16, Theorem 3.6]). We assume that K is of
characteristic zero. Let X be a separated scheme of finite type over O and Z — X a closed
immersion of finite presentation. Let n be a positive integer invertible in O, and let F
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be a constructible étale sheaf of Z/nZ-modules on d(z’?) in the sense of [1/, Definition
2.7.9].

(1) There exists an element €y € |K*| such that, for every e € |K*| with € < €y, the
following natural maps are isomorphisms for every i:

(a) Hi(S(2,€),Fls(z.0) = HAA(Z),Flyz)-
(b) H(T(2,6),F) = HU(T(Z,¢0), 7).
(c) HA(Q(Z,e),F) = HU(XN\(Z),F).
(2) We assume further that F is locally constant. Then there exists an element eg € | K*|

such that, for every e € |K*| with € < ¢q, the restriction maps

o

HYT(Z,€),F) = H'(S(Z,€),Fls(z,0)

H'(S(2,)°,F) = H'(d(Z),Fly )

e |

b

on étale cohomology groups are isomorphisms for every i.

Proof. See [15, Theorem 2.5] for the proof of (1) and a more general result; see [14,
Remark 5.5.11] for the constructions of the natural maps. See [13, Theorem 3.6] for the
proof (2) and a more general result. O

Remark 4.6. For an algebraically closed complete non-archimedean field K of positive
characteristic, an analogous statement to Theorem 4.5 (1) is proved in [18, Corollary 5.8].

Remark 4.7. If the residue field of O is of positive characteristic p > 0, the assumption
that n is invertible in O in Theorem 4.5 is essential. For example, the étale cohomology
group H'(B(1),Z/pZ) is an infinite dimensional Z/pZ-vector space (see the computations
in [2, Remark 6.4.2]). However, we have H'({0},Z/pZ) = 0 for the origin 0 € B(1).

The main objective of this paper is to prove uniform variants of Theorem 4.5 for constant
sheaves. Our main result on étale cohomology groups with proper support of tubular
neighbourhoods is as follows.

Theorem 4.8. Let K be an algebraically closed complete non-archimedean field with ring
of integers O. Let X be a separated scheme of finite type over O and Z — X a closed
immersion of finite presentation. Then there exists an element ey € |K*| such that, for
every € € |[K*| with € < ey and for every positive integer n invertible in O, the following
natural maps are isomorphisms for every i:

(1) Hi(S(Z,¢),Z/nZ) > Hi(d(Z),Z/nZ).

(2) H{(T(Z,e),Z/nZ) = H{(T(Z,e0),Z/nZ).

(3) HYQ(Z.6).2/nZ) = H{A(X)\(Z),Z/n).

Our main result on étale cohomology groups of tubular neighbourhoods is as follows.

Theorem 4.9. Let K be an algebraically closed complete non-archimedean field with ring
of integers O. Let X be a separated scheme of finite type over O and Z — X a closed
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immersion of finite presentation. Then there exists an element ey € |K*| such that, for
every € € |K*| with e < ey and for every positive integer n invertible in O, the restriction
maps

HY(T(Z,¢),Z/nZ) = H'(S(Z,€),Z/nZ) = H(S(Z,€)°,Z/nZ) = H'(d(Z),Z/nZ)
are isomorphisms for every i.
Theorem 1.2 follows from Theorem 4.9 (see also the following remark).

Remark 4.10. In Theorem 4.8 and Theorem 4.9, the assumption that the closed
immersion Z < X is of finite presentation is not important in practice. Indeed, if we
are only interested in the adic spaces d(ZA ) and d(?? ), then by replacing Z with the closed
subscheme Z’ — Z defined by the sections killed by a power of a nonzero element of the
maximal ideal of O, we can reduce to the case where Z is flat over O without changing

d(Z). Then Z is of finite presentation over O by [28, Premiére partie, Corollaire 3.4.7],
and, hence, Z < X is also of finite presentation.

The proofs of Theorem 4.8 and Theorem 4.9 will be given in Section 7. In the rest of
this section, we will restate Theorem 4.9 for proper schemes over K.

Let L C K be a subfield of K which is a complete non-archimedean field with the
induced topology. Let Of, be the ring of integers of L. For a scheme X of finite type over
L, the adic space associated with X is denoted by

Xad =X XSpecL Spa(L,C’)L)

(see [13, Proposition 3.8]). For an adic space Y locally of finite type over Spa(L,0p,), we
denote by

YK =Y XSpa(L,OL) Spa(K,(’))
the base change of ¥ to Spa(K,0), which exists by [14, Proposition 1.2.2].

Corollary 4.11. Let X be a proper scheme over L and Z — X a closed immersion. We
have a closed immersion Z*4 < X4 of adic spaces over Spa(L,0Opr). Then, there is a
quasicompact open subset V of X containing Z*d such that, for every positive integer
n invertible in O, the restriction map

H (Vi,Z/nZ) — H'(Z2*Y) k,Z/nZ)
s an isomorphism for every i.

Proof. There exist a proper scheme X over SpecOp, and a closed immersion Z < X" such
that the base change of it to SpecL is isomorphic to the closed immersion Z < X by
Nagata’s compactification theorem (see [10, Chapter II, Theorem F.1.1] for example). As
in Remark 4.10, we may assume that Z < X is of finite presentation. Let

E:ZXXSpeCOL SpecO and §ZZZXSpec0L Spec@
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o~ ~
= -~ = -~

denote the fibre products. We have d(Z) = d(Z)k and d(X') 2 d(X) k. For an element € €

|L*|, we have T'(Z,€)x = T(Z,e) in d(X). By [14, Proposition 1.9.6], we have d(Z) = Z*
and d(X) = X2, Therefore, the assertion follows from Theorem 4.9. O

5. Etale cohomology with proper support of adic spaces and nearby cycles

In this section, we study the relation between the compatibility of the sliced nearby cycles
functors with base change and the bijectivity of specialization maps on stalks of higher

direct image sheaves with proper support for adic spaces by using a comparison theorem
of Huber [14, Theorem 5.7.8].

5.1. Analytic adic spaces associated with formal schemes

In this subsection, we recall the functor d(—) from a certain category of formal schemes
to the category of analytic adic spaces defined in [14, Section 1.9].
Following [14], for a commutative ring A and an element s € A, let

A(s/s)

denote the localization A[1/s] equipped with the structure of a Tate ring such that the
image Ag of the map A — A[1/s] is a ring of definition and sAg is an ideal of definition.
We record the following well known results.

Lemma 5.1. Let A be a commutative ring endowed with the w-adic topology for an
element w € A satisfying the following two properties:

(i) A is w-adically complete, that is, the following natural map is an isomorphism:

A= A=lmA/="A.

(ii) Let A(X1,...,X,) be the w-adic completion of A[Xq,...,X,], called the restricted
formal power series ring. Then A(Xy,...,X,)[1/w] is Noetherian for every n > 0.

Then the following assertions hold:

(1) For every ideal I C A(Xy,...,X,), the quotient A(Xy,...,Xn)/I is w-adically
complete.

(2) Let B be an A-algebra such that the w-adic completion B of B is isomorphic to

A(X1,...,Xn). Let I C B be an ideal. Then, the w-adic completion B/I of B/I is
isomorphic to B/IB.

(3) The Tate ring A(w/w) is complete, and we have for every n >0
A(Xy,.. . X)) /w] 2 A(w /@) (X1, ..., Xn).

Here, A(w/w)(Y1,...,Yy,) is the ring defined in [14, Section 1.1] for the Tate ring
A(w/w). In particular, the Tate ring A(w/w) is strongly Noetherian.

Proof. See [10, Chapter 0, Proposition 8.4.4] for (1). The rest of the proposition is an
immediate consequence of (1). We will sketch the proof for the reader’s convenience.
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(2) By (1), the ring B/IB is w-adically complete. Hence, we have

B/I =lim(B/I)/=" = im(B/IB)/=" = B/IB.

(3) Let Ap be the image of the map A — A[l/w]. By (1), the ring Ay is w-adically
complete, and, hence, A(w/w) is complete. It is clear from the definitions that

AoV, ... Yo )[1/w] 2 A /@) (Y4, Yin).

Let N be the kernel of the surjection B:= A[Xq,...,X,] = Ao[X1,...,X,]. By using (2),
we have the following exact sequence:

N®pB— B— Ay(Y1,...,Y) = 0.
Since N[1/w] =0, we have (N ®p B)[1/w] =0, and, hence,
B[1/w] 2 Ao(Y1,..., V) [1/w].
This completes the proof of (3). O
Let C be the category whose objects are formal schemes which are locally isomorphic
to Spf A for an adic ring A with an ideal of definition wA such that the pair (A,w)
satisfies the conditions in Lemma 5.1. The morphisms in C are the adic morphisms. A

formal scheme in C satisfies the condition (S) in [14, Section 1.9] by Lemma 5.1 (3). In
[14, Proposition 1.9.1], Huber defined a functor

d(-)

from C to the category of analytic adic spaces. For a formal scheme 2" in C, the adic
space d(Z") is equipped with a morphism of ringed spaces

Nd(Z) = X

This map is called a specialization map. If A and @ € A satisfy the conditions in Lemma
5.1, then we have

d(Spf A) = Spa(A(w/w),AT),

where A" is the integral closure of A in A(w/w) = A[l/w]. The map \: d(Spf A) — Spf A
sends = € d(Spf A) to the prime ideal {a € A||a(z)| <1} C A If f: & — & is an adic
morphism of formal schemes in C, then the induced morphism d(f): d(Z") — d(%) fits
into the following commutative diagram:

A2 22

N

A@)—2>u.

For the sake of completeness, we include a proof of the following result on the
compatibility of the functor d(—) with fibre products.
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Proposition 5.2. Let f: 2 — % be a morphism locally of finite type of formal schemes
in C. Let Z — % be an adic morphism of formal schemes in C. Then the morphism

Ad( X X Z) = d(X) X gy d(Z)
induced by the universal property of the fibre product is an isomorphism.

Proof. First, we note that the fibre product d(2") x 42 d(Z) exists by [14, Proposition
1.2.2] since d(f): d(Z") — d(#) is locally of finite type.

We may assume that 2 = SpfA, % = Spf B and 2 = SpfC are affine, where B and
C' satisfy the conditions in Lemma 5.1 for some element w € B and for its image in C,
respectively. We may assume further that A is of the form B(Xj,...,X,)/I. We write
D := A®pC. The source of the morphism in question is isomorphic to

Spa((D)(w/w),E"),

where D is the w-adic completion of D and Et is the integral closure of D in (ﬁ)[l/w]
On the other hand, the target of the morphism in question is isomorphic to

Spa(D(w /@), F),

where FT is the integral closure of D in D[1/w]. Let Dy be the image of the map
D — D[1/w]. Clearly, the completion of D(w/w) is isomorphic to (ﬁo)(w/w). By a
similar argument as in the proof of Lemma 5.1 (3), we have (ﬁ)(w/w) & (ﬁo)(w/w).
This completes the proof of the proposition since the adic spaces associated with an
affinoid ring and its completion are naturally isomorphic (see [13, Lemma 1.5]). O

A valuation ring R is called a microbial valuation ring if the field of fractions L of R
admits a topologically nilpotent unit w with respect to the valuation topology (see [14,
Definition 1.1.4]). We equip R with the valuation topology unless explicitly mentioned
otherwise. In this case, the element w is contained in R, the ideal wR is an ideal of
definition of R and we have L = R[1/w]. The completion R of R is also a microbial
valuation ring.

Let R be a complete microbial valuation ring. It is well known that

R(X1,.... X)) [L/w] 2 L(Xy,....X,)

is Noetherian for every n >0 (see [3, 5.2.6, Theorem 1]). A formal scheme 2 locally of
finite type over Spf R is in the category C.

5.2. Etale cohomology with proper support of adic spaces and nearby cycles

We shall recall a comparison theorem of Huber. To formulate his result, we need some
preparations.

Let R be a microbial valuation ring with field of fractions L. We assume that R is a
strictly Henselian local ring. Let w be a topologically nilpotent unit in L. Let L be a
separable closure of L, and let R be the valuation ring of L which extends R.
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We will use the following notation. Let 1 € Spec R and 77 € Spec R be the generic points.
For a scheme X over R, we write

XW =X XSpec R and Xﬁ =X XSpecRﬁ'

The w-adic formal completion of a scheme (or a ring) X’ over R is denoted by X. Let
s € Spec R be the closed point and X the special fibre of X.
We write

S :=Spa(L,R) = d(Spf]/%\) and S:=Spa(L,R) = d(Spfﬁ).

Let t € S and 7 € S be the closed points corresponding to the valuation rings R and R,
respectively. The pseudo-adic space (S,{t}) is also denoted by £. The natural morphism
&:t— S is a geometric point with support ¢ € S in the sense of [14, Definition 2.5.1].

Let f: X — SpecR be a separated morphism of finite type of schemes. The induced
morphism

~

d(f): d(X) = S

~

Proposition 5.2 (we often write d( f) instead of d(f)). There is a natural morphism d(X’) —
X, of locally ringed spaces (see [14, (1.9.4)]). An étale morphism Y — X, defines an adic
space d(X) X x, Y, which is étale over d(X) (see [13, Proposition 3.8] and [14, Corollary
1.7.3 1)]). In this way, we get a morphism of étale sites

is separated and of finite type; the separatedness can be checked, for example, by using

a: d(X)s — (Xy)a-

Let A be a torsion commutative ring. Let F be an étale sheaf of A-modules on X. Let
F“ denote the pullback of F by the composition

d(X)at 5 (Xy)at = Xe-
Recall that we have the direct image functor with proper support
Rd(f): D¥(d(X),A) » D™ (S,A)

for d(f) by [14, Definition 5.4.4]. We define R™d(f),F*:= H"(Rd(f)1F*). We will describe
the stalk

(R"d(f)F*)g:=T(8E R A(f ) F*)

at the geometric point £: £ — .S in terms of the sliced nearby cycles functor relative to f.
We defined the sliced nearby cycles functor

RV ;5 :=i*Rj.j*: DT(X,A) = Dt (X;,A)
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in Section 2. Here, we fix the notation by the following commutative diagram:

X — L sy,

]

N — Spec R <—— s.

Now we can state the following result due to Huber:

Theorem 5.3 (Huber [14, Theorem 5.7.8]). There is an isomorphism
(RMd(f)F*) = H! (X5, RY 1 7(F))

for every n. This isomorphism is compatible with the natural actions of Gal(L/L) on both
sides.

Proof. See [14, Theorem 5.7.8]. The construction of the isomorphism shows that it is
Gal(L/L)-equivariant. O

5.3. Specialization maps on the stalks of Rd(f)

In this subsection, we work over a complete non-archimedean field K with ring of integers
O for simplicity. We fix a topologically nilpotent unit w in K.

For an adic space X over Spa(K,0), we will use the following notation. For a point
z € X, let k(z) be the residue field of the local ring Ox , and k(x)" the valuation ring
corresponding to the valuation v,. We note that k(z)T is a microbial valuation ring
and the image of w, also denoted by w, is a topologically nilpotent unit in k(). For a
geometric point £ of X, let Supp(&) € X denote the support of it.

We recall strict localizations of analytic adic spaces. Let £: s — X be a geometric point.
The strict localization

X(6)

of X at ¢ is defined in [14, Section 2.5.11]. It is an adic space over X with an X-morphism
s — X (&). We write  := Supp(€). By [14, Proposition 2.5.13], the strict localization X (§)
is isomorphic to

Spa(k(z),k(x)™)

over X, where k(z) is a separable closure of k(z) and k(z)* is a valuation ring extending
k(z)". A specialization morphism & — & of geometric points of X is by definition a
morphism X (&1) — X (&2) over X, and such a morphism exists if and only if we have

Supp(&2) € {Supp(&1)}-

Let F be an abelian étale sheaf on X. A specialization morphism &; — & of geometric
points of X induces a mapping

.7:52 — ]:51
on the stalks in the usual way (see [14, (2.5.16)]).
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Definition 5.4. Let X be an adic space over Spa(K,0) (or, more generally, an analytic
adic space). Let F be an abelian étale sheaf on X. For a subset W C X, we say that F is
overconvergent on W if for every specialization morphism &; — &> of geometric points of
X whose supports are contained in W, the induced map F¢, — F¢, is bijective.

Let X be a scheme of finite type over SpecO. We write X := X Xgpeco Spec K. For
an étale sheaf F on X, let F* denote the pullback of F by the composition

d(X)s 5 (XK )er — Xt
Let A be a torsion commutative ring.

Proposition 5.5. Let X and Y be separated schemes of finite type over O. Let f: X — )
be a morphism over O. Let F be an étale sheaf of A-modules on X. We assume that the
sliced nearby cycles complexes for f and F are compatible with any base change (see
Definition 2.3 (1)). Let s € Y be a point. We consider the inverse image A\~'(s) under
the specialization map

A d(Y) = .
Then, the sheaf R™d(f)1F® is overconvergent on \~*(s) for every n.

Proof. Let & — & be a specialization morphism of geometric points of d(Y ) whose
supports are contained in A~!(s). We write yn, := Supp(&n) (m = 1,2). Let k(y,,) be a
separable closure of k(ym), and let k(y,)" be a valuation ring extending k(y,,)*. We
identify d(Y )(§m) with Spa(k(ym),k(ym)*). Let R, be the completion of k(ym)*t, and
we put U, := Spec Rp,. The morphism Spa(k(ym),k(ym)) = d()) induces a natural
morphism

m: Un —Y

over Spec®, and the specialization morphism d()(¢;) — d() (&) induces a natural Y-
morphism

r: U — Us.

By the assumption, we have ¢, (s;,) = s for the closed point s, € U,,, where the image
of s € j in Y is denoted by the same letter. Let 5 — ) be an algebraic geometric point
lying above s, and let U be the strict localization of ) at 5. There are local Y-morphisms
Gm: Um — U (m = 1,2) such that the following diagram commutes:

UlT)/UZ

We remark that r is not a local morphism if y; # yo. Let 1, be the generic point of U,,.
Then we have r(n1) = n2. We write 1 := ¢1(n1) = g2(n2). Let 7 — U denote the algebraic
geometric point which is the image of 7,.
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Let F,,, be the pullback of F to X xy U,, and Fy the pullback of F to & xy U. For
m = 1,2, we have

(R d(f N F*)e,, = HN(X Xy 8m, RV gy g, (Fin))

by Theorem 5.3. By our assumption that the sliced nearby cycles complexes for f and F
are compatible with any base change, the map

H} (X xy5 RV, 7(Fu)) = HHNX Xy sm, RV, 0, (Fim))

is bijective for both m =1 and m = 2. Hence, the proposition follows from the following
commutative diagram:

(R d(fNF e, (R d(f N F*)e,

gl ig

Hg(X Xl’S??R\IIfUTW(]:Q)) HS(X XyslaR\ijUlﬂh (fl))

!

HIN X xy5,RYf, 7(Fu)).

1R

The commutativity of the diagram can be verified by tracing the construction of the
isomorphism in Theorem 5.3. O

6. Local constancy of higher direct images with proper support

In this section, we study local constancy of higher direct images with proper support for
generically smooth morphisms of adic spaces whose target is one dimensional. We will
formulate and prove the results not only for constant sheaves but also for nonconstant
sheaves satisfying certain conditions related to the sliced nearby cycles functors.

Throughout this section, we fix an algebraically closed complete non-archimedean field
K with ring of integers O.

6.1. Tame sheaves on annuli

In this subsection, we recall two theorems on finite étale coverings on annuli and the
punctured disc, which basically follow from the results in [22, 23, 27]. We do not impose
any conditions on the characteristic of K. Since we can not directly apply some results
there and some results are only stated in the case where the base field is of characteristic
zero, we give proofs of the theorems in Appendix A.

To state the two theorems, we need some preparations. Recall that we defined B(1) =
Spa(K(T),0(T)). Let

B(1)":=B(1)\{0}

be the punctured disc, where 0 € B(1) is the K-rational point corresponding to 0 € K. It
is an adic space locally of finite type over Spa(K,0). We fix a valuation |-|: K — R>g
of rank 1 such that the topology of K is induced by it. For elements a,b € |K*| with
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a<b<1, we define
B(a,b) :={x €B(1)|a < |T(x)| <b}
={z € B(1)||ma(2)| < [T(2)] < |ws ()|},

which is called an open annulus. Here, w,,w;, € K* are elements such that a = |w,| and
b=|wp). It is a rational subset of B(1), and, hence, it is an affinoid open subspace of B(1).

Let m be a positive integer invertible in K. The finite étale morphism ¢,,: B(1)* - B(1)*
defined by T — T™ is called a Kummer covering of degree m. For elements a,b € |K*|
with a < b <1, the restriction

©m: B(a'™,b™) — B(a,b)

of ¢y, is also called a Kummer covering of degree m (we also call a morphism of affinoid
adic spaces of finite type over Spa(K,0) a Kummer covering if it is isomorphic to
Om: B(a/™,b1/™) — B(a,b) for a,b € |K*| and some m with a <b<1).

In this paper, we use the following notion of tameness for étale sheaves on one-
dimensional smooth adic spaces over Spa(K,O).

Definition 6.1. Let X be a one-dimensional smooth adic space over Spa(K,0). Let
x € X be a point which has a proper generalization in X, that is, there exists a point
2’ € X with z € {2’} and = # 2/. Let

k(x)/\h+

be the Henselization of the completion of the valuation ring k(x)* of z. Let L(z) be a
separable closure of the field of fractions k(x)"" of k(z)"**. It induces a geometric point
T — X with support z. For an étale sheaf F on X, we say that F is tame at x € X if the
action of

Gal(L(x)/k(x)"")

on the stalk Fz at the geometric point Z factors through a finite group G such that §G
is invertible in O, where §G denotes the cardinality of G.

Now we can formulate the results.

Theorem 6.2 ([22, Theorem 2.2], [23, Theorem 4.11], [27, Theorem 2.4.3]). Let f: X —
B(1)* be a finite étale morphism of adic spaces. There exists an element € € |K*| with
€ <1 such that, for all a,b € |K*| with a < b <€, we have

F1(B(a,b)) = _]_[IB%(ci,di)

for some elements ¢;,d; € |K*| with ¢; <d; <1 (1<i<n). If K is of characteristic zero,
after replacing € € |K*| by a smaller one, the restriction

B(Ci,di) — B(a, b)

of f to every component B(c;,d;) appearing in the above decomposition becomes a Kummer
COVETINg.
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Theorem 6.3. Let a,b € |[K*| be elements with a <b<1. Let F be a locally constant
étale sheaf with finite stalks on B(a,b). We assume that the sheaf F is tame at every
x € B(a,b) having a proper generalization in B(a,b), in the sense of Definition 6.1. Let
t € |K*| be an element with a/b < t* <1. Then the restriction Flp(q/i,) of F to B(a/t,tb)
is trivialized by a Kummer covering o., of degree m, that is, the pullback

O (FlB(ast, b))

is a constant sheaf. Moreover, we can assume that the degree m is invertible in O.
We prove Theorem 6.2 and Theorem 6.3 in Appendix A.

Remark 6.4. If K is of characteristic zero, then Theorem 6.2 is known as the p-adic
Riemann existence theorem of Liitkebohmert [22].

6.2. Local constancy of Rid(f), for generic smooth morphisms
As in Section 5, we use the following notation. Let X be a scheme of finite type over
O. We write Xk 1= X Xgpeco Spec K. For an étale sheaf 7 on X', we denote by F*
the pullback of F by the composition d(X)e 2 (Xi)es — Xew (see Section 5.2 for the
morphism a: d(X)s — (X )et)-

Let us introduce the following slightly technical definition.

Definition 6.5. We consider the following diagram:

Z
x-—Toy

where

e Y =SpecA is an integral affine scheme of finite type over O such that YV is one
dimensional and smooth over K,

e f:X — Y isa separated morphism of finite type and

e m: Z — ) isa proper surjective morphism such that Z is an integral scheme whose
generic fibre Zx is smooth over K, and the base change g : Zx — Vi is a finite
morphism.

Let n be a positive integer invertible in O and F a sheaf of Z/nZ-modules on X'. We say
that F is adapted to the pair (f,) if the following conditions are satisfied:

(1) The étale sheaf F* of Z/nZ-modules on d(X) is constructible in the sense of [14,
Definition 2.7.2].

(2) The sliced nearby cycles complexes for fz and Fz are compatible with any base
change.

(3) The sliced nearby cycles complexes for fz and Fz are unipotent.
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See Definition 2.3 for the terminology used in the conditions (2) and (3). Here, we retain
the notation of Section 2. For example, fz denotes the base change fz: & xy Z — Z of
f and Fz denotes the pullback of the sheaf F to X xy Z.

We need the following proposition, which is a consequence of Corollary 2.9.

Proposition 6.6. Let Y = Spec A be an integral affine scheme of finite type over O such
that Vi is one dimensional and smooth over K. Let f: X — Y be a separated morphism
of finite presentation. Then, there exists a proper surjective morphism w: Z — ) as in
Definition 0.5 such that, for every positive integer n invertible in O, the constant sheaf
Z/nZ on X is adapted to (f,m).

Proof. The assertion follows from Corollary 2.9 and a spreading out argument. O
By using the results in Section 5, we prove the following proposition:

Proposition 6.7. Let f: X =Y and w: Z — Y be morphisms as in Definition 6.5. We
have the following diagram:

d(2)
id(ﬂ')
d(x) -2 ().

Then the following assertions hold:

(1) Let F be an étale sheaf of Z/nZ-modules on X adapted to (f,m) with n € O*. For
every i, the sheaf

d(m)*RU'd(f) F*

on d(Z) is tame at every z € d(Z) having a proper generalization in d(Z), in the
sense of Definition 0.1.

~ ~

(2) Lety e d(Y) be a K-rational point. There exists an open subset V- C d(Y) containing
y such that, for every étale sheaf F of Z/nZ-modules on X adapted to (f,7) with
n € O%, the sheaf d(m)*R'd(f)1F® is overconvergent on d(m)~*(V) for every i.

Proof. For an étale sheaf F of Z/nZ-modules on X with n € O*, the pullback of F¢ by
d(Xz) — d(X) is isomorphic to (Fz)%, and, hence, by using the base change theorem [14,
Theorem 5.4.6] for Rd(f):, we have

d(m)* R'd(f)F* = R'd(fz)i(Fz)".

(1) This is an immediate consequence of Theorem 5.3. Indeed, let z € d(Z) be an element

-~

having a proper generalization in d(Z). Let
R:=k(2)"*

be the Henselization of the completion of the valuation ring k(2)" of 2. By [17, Corollary
5.4], the residue field of R is algebraically closed. We write U := Spec R. Let L be the field
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of fractions of R. The composite
Spa(L,R) = Spa(k(2).k(=)") = d(2)

is induced by a natural morphism ¢: U — Z of schemes over O. Let L be a separable
closure of L, which induces a geometric point ¢ — Spa(L,R) and a geometric point z —
d(Z) in the usual way.

Let F be an étale sheaf of Z/nZ-modules on X adapted to (f,7) with n € O*. By

applying Theorem 5.3 to fy: Xy — U, we have Gal(L/L)-equivariant isomorphisms
(RUd(f2)1(Fz)")= = (R'd(fu)(Fu )" = Ho((Xv) s RY g, 5(Fv)),

where s € U is the closed point and 77 = Spec L — U is the algebraic geometric point. By
[14, Corollary 5.4.8 and Proposition 6.2.1 i)], the left-hand side is a finitely generated
Z/nZ-module. Moreover, the action of Gal(L/L) on it factors through a finite group.
Since the complex RV, 7(Fy) is Gal(L/L)-unipotent and the integer n is invertible in
O, it follows that the action of Gal(L/L) on the right-hand side factors through a finite
group G such that §G is invertible in O. This proves (1).

(2) Since 7: Z — Y is proper, by [14, Proposition 1.9.6], we have d(Z) = d() xy Z,
where d()) xy Z is the adic space over d()) associated with d()) — Vi — Y and
m: Z — ) (see [13, Proposition 3.8]). Since 7 : Zx — Vi is a finite morphism, it follows
that

d(2)2d(Y) xy Z2d(Y) xy, Zk

is finite over d()). The inverse image
()~ (y) = {21, ,2m}
of y € d(Y) consists of finitely many K-rational points. Let
X d(2) > Z

be the specialization map associated with the formal schgme Z. Since the inverse image
A"H(A(z)) of A(z;) is a closed constructible subset of d(Z) and z; is a K-rational point,
there exists an open neighbourhood V; C d(Z) of z; with

V; CATHA(z))
for every j (see Lemma 4.3). Since d(7) is a finite morphism, there is an open
neighbourhood V C d(Y) of y with d(m)~' (V) C U;V;. By using Proposition 5.5, we see
that, for every étale sheaf F of Z/nZ-modules on X adapted to (f,7) with n € O* the
sheaf R'd(fz)(Fz)® is overconvergent on d(m)~1 (V). O

We need the following finiteness result due to Huber.

Theorem 6.8 (Huber [14, Theorem 6.2.2]). Let Y be an adic space over Spa(K,Q). Let
f: X =Y be a morphism of adic spaces which is smooth, separated and quasicompact.
Let F be a constructible sheaf of Z./nZ-modules on X with n € O*. Then, the sheaf R fi F
on Y is a constructible sheaf of Z/nZ-modules for every i.
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Proof. See [14, Theorem 6.2.2]. O

Remark 6.9. The assertion of Theorem 6.8 can fail for nonsmooth morphisms. See the
introduction of [15] for details (see also [18, Proposition 7.1] for a more general result for
smooth, separated and quasicompact morphisms of analytic pseudo-adic spaces).

As in the previous sections, we write B(1) = Spa(K(T"),O(T)). For an element € € | K *|
with € <1, we define

B(e) := {z e B(1)[|T(2)| < €}

and B(e)* := B(e)\{0}. Let X be a one-dimensional adic space of finite type over
Spa(K,0). We define an open disc V C X as an open subset V of X equipped with
an isomorphism

o:B(l)=V
over Spa(K,0). For an open disc V C X, we write
V()= 6(B(e) and V(o) i=d(B(e)")
Similarly, we write
V(a,b) := ¢(B(a,b))

for an open annulus B(a,b) C B(1).
The main result of this section is the following theorem.

Theorem 6.10. Let f: X — Y and m: Z — Y be morphisms as in Definition 6.5. We

~

assume that there is an open disc V- C d(Y) such that

~ ~

d(f): d(X) = d(Y)

is smooth over V(1)*. Then there exists an element eg € |[K*| with €9 <1 such that, for
every étale sheaf F of Z/nZ-modules on X adapted to (f,m) with n € O, the following
two assertions hold:

(1) The restriction
(RYA(f1F) v (eo)-

of RU(f)F® to V(eo)* is a locally constant constructible sheaf of Z/nZ-modules
for every 1.

(2) For elements a,b € |K*| with a <b< €, there exists a composition
h: B(cH™,dY™) £ B(e,d) L V(a,b)

of a Kummer covering ¢, of degree m, where m is invertible in O, with a finite
Galois €tale morphism g, such that the pullback

W (R AU NF )| (a))

is a constant sheaf associated with a finitely generated Z/nZ-module for every i. If
K is of characteristic zero, then we can take g as a Kummer covering.
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Proof. Clearly, the first assertion (1) follows from the second assertion (2). We shall
prove (2).

Step 1. We may assume that, for the dominant morphism 7: Z — ), the separable
closure k(Y)*P of the function field k(Y) of Y in the function field of Z is Galois over
k().

Indeed, there is a finite surjective morphism Z’ — Zj from an integral scheme Z’ which
is smooth over K such that the separable closure of the function field k£()) of ) in the
function field of Z’ is Galois over k()). There exists a proper surjective morphism 2’ — Z
such that Z’ is integral and the base change Z} — Zk is isomorphic to Z' — Zx. We
define 7’ as the composition 7’: Z' — Z — ). If a sheaf F is adapted to (f,7), then it is
also adapted to (f,7’). Thus, it suffices to prove Theorem 6.10 for (f,7").

Step 2. We will choose an appropriate €y € |K*|.

Let W — Yk be the normalization of Vi in k())*P. Then the induced morphism
Zy — W is finite, radicial and surjective and there is a dense open subset U C Vg over
which W — Yk is a finite Galois étale morphism. Let

-~

W i=d(Y) xy, W

o~ o~ ~

be the adic space over d()) associated with d(Y) — Yk and W — Vg Let g: W’ — d(Y)
denote the structure morphism. The morphism d(7) can be written as the composition
of finite morphisms

dZ2) S W 5 aQ).

Let €1 € [K*| be an element with e; <1, such that V(e1)* C d(Y) is mapped into U
under the map d()) — Vi. Then the restriction

g (V(e)") = Vie)*

is finite and étale. By Theorem 6.2, there exists an element e € |[K*| with €3 < €; such
that, for all a,b € |K*| with a < b < €2, we have

N
o7 V(@)= [[B(e;.d))

for some elements ¢;,d; € |K*| with ¢; <d; <1 (1 <j < N).If K is of characteristic zero,
after replacing e; € | K*| by a smaller one, the restriction

B(Cj,dj) — V((l,b)

of g to every component B(c;j,d;) appearing in the above decomposition becomes a
Kummer covering. By Proposition 6.7 (2), there exists an element e5 € |K*| with e3 < €3
such that, for every étale sheaf F of Z/nZ-modules on X adapted to (f,7) with n € O,
the sheaf d(7)* Rid(f)F® is overconvergent on d(7)~1(V (e3)) for every i. Let t € |[K*| be
an element with ¢ < 1. Then we put € := tes.

Step 3. We shall show that ¢g satisfies the condition.

Indeed, let F be an étale sheaf of Z/nZ-modules on X adapted to (f,7) with n € O*.
Let a,b € |[K*| be elements with a < b < €. We have g=1(V (ta,b/t)) = HﬁlB(cj,dj) for
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some elements ¢;,d; € |[K*| with ¢; <d; <1 (1 <j < N). We take a component B(cy,d1)
of the decomposition. The restriction

g: B(c1,d1) = V(ta,b/t)

of g is denoted by the same letter. By the construction, it is a finite Galois étale morphism.

We remark that, since the morphism Zx — W is finite, radicial and surjective, it
follows that a: d(Z) — W’ is a homeomorphism and, for every z € d(Z), the extension
k(a(2))N — k(2)" of the completions of the residue fields is a finite purely inseparable
extension, and, hence, the extension k(a(z))""* — k(z)"" of the Henselizations of these
fields is also a finite purely inseparable extension.

~ N

Since d(f): d(X) — d(Y) is smooth over V(1)*, the sheaf of Z/nZ-modules
G = g* (R d(fNF)|v (ta,b/1))

on B(ey,dy) is constructible by Theorem 6.8. By the construction, it is overconvergent on
B(c1,d1). Therefore, by [14, Lemma 2.7.11], the sheaf G is locally constant. Moreover, by
Proposition 6.7 (1) and the remark above, the sheaf G is tame at every « € B(c1,d;) having
a proper generalization in B(cy,d;). We have g=1(V(a,b)) = B(c,d) for some elements
¢,d € |K*| with ¢; < ¢ < d < d;. Hence, by Theorem 6.3, we conclude that the restriction of
Gto g1 (V(a,b)) =B(c,d) is trivialized by a Kummer covering ¢,,, : B(c!/™,d"/™) — B(c,d)
with m € O*.

The proof of Theorem 6.10 is now complete. O

Remark 6.11. In Theorem 6.10, the morphism ¢ can be taken independent of F,
although the integer m possibly depends on F.

For an element € € | K*|, we define
D(e) :={x € B(1)||T(x)| < €}.
This is a closed constructible subset of B(1). For later use, we record the following results.
Lemma 6.12. Let n be a positive integer invertible in O.

(1) Let a,be |K*| be elements with a <b < 1. Let F be a locally constant constructible
sheaf of Z/nZ-modules on B(a,b). Assume that there exists a finite étale morphism
h: B(c,d) — B(a,b) such that h is a composition of finite Galois étale morphisms
and the pullback h*F is a constant sheaf. Then the following assertions hold:
(a) We have

H(B(b)\B(a),Flap)\pa) =0 and HL(D(b) NB(a,b),F|pm)nB(a,p) =0

for every 1.

(b) The restriction map
H'(B(a,b),F) — H'(D(b)° NB(a,b), F)

is an isomorphism for every i, where D(b)° is the interior of D(b) in B(1).
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(2) Let F be a locally constant constructible sheaf of Z/nZ-modules on B(1)*. Assume
that for all a,b € |K*| with a <b<1, there exists a finite étale morphism h: B(c,d) —
B(a,b) such that h is a composition of finite Galois étale morphisms and the pullback
h* (Flg(a,p)) is a constant sheaf. Then we have

H(D()\{0},Flp)\foy) =0

for every 1.

Proof. (1) After possibly changing the coordinate function of B(c,d), we may assume
that h=!(B(a,a)) = B(c,c) and h~1(B(b,b)) = B(d,d). Then, we have

h=L(B(b)\B(a)) = B(d)\B(c) and h~ (D(b)NB(a,b)) = D(d) NB(c,d).

We shall show the first equality of (a). By the spectral sequence in [15, 4.2 ii)] and the
fact that h is a composition of finite Galois étale morphisms, it is enough to show that,
for a constant sheaf M on B(d)\B(c) associated with a finitely generated Z/nZ-module,
we have for every ¢

H!(B(d)\B(c),M) = 0. (6.1)

This is proved in [15, (II) in the proof of Theorem 2.5] (although the characteristic of the
base field is always assumed to be zero in [15], we need not assume that the characteristic
of K is zero here).

We shall show the second equality of (a). Similarly as above, it suffices to show that, for
a constant sheaf M on D(d) NB(c,d) associated with a finitely generated Z/nZ-module, we
have H(D(d) NB(c,d),M) =0 for every 4. But this follows from (6.1) since D(d) NB(c,d)
is isomorphic to B(d)\B(c) as a pseudo-adic space over Spa(K,O).

We shall prove (b). By the Cech-to-cohomology spectral sequences and by the fact
that h is a composition of finite Galois étale morphisms, it is enough to show that, for
a constant sheaf M on B(c,d) associated with a finitely generated Z/nZ-module, the
restriction map

H' (B(c,d), M) — H'(D(d)° NB(c.d), M)
is an isomorphism for every i. Let ¢ € |[K*| be an element with ¢ < 1. Then we have

D(d)°NB(cd) = | Blet"/™d)

mEZx>o

(see also [15, Lemma 1.3]). Moreover, H(B(c,t'/™d),M) is a finite group for every i (see
[14, Proposition 6.1.1]). Therefore, by [14, Lemma 3.9.2 i)], we obtain that

H'(D(d)° NB(c,d), M) = lim H* (B(c,t"/™ d), M)

m

for every 4. Thus, it suffices to prove that, for every m € Z~q, the restriction map

H(B(c,d),M) — H (B(c,t*'™d), M)
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is an isomorphism for every i. By [14, Example 6.1.2], both sides vanish when ¢ > 2. For
i <1, the assertion can be proved by using the Kummer sequence (see the last paragraph
of the proof of Theorem 6.3 in Appendix A).

(2) Since D(1)\{0} = U.¢|x x|, e<1 D(1) NB(e, 1), we have

liglr{é(]m(l)mB%(G,1)77'—|I[)>(1)ms(e,1)) = Hé(D(l)\{O}v}-m(l)\{O})
by [14, Proposition 5.4.5 ii)]. Therefore, the assertion follows from (1). O

7. Proofs of Theorem 4.8 and Theorem 4.9

In this section, we shall prove Theorem 4.8 and Theorem 4.9. Let K be an algebraically
closed complete non-archimedean field with ring of integers O.

The main part of the proofs of Theorem 4.8 and Theorem 4.9 is contained in the
following lemma.

Lemma 7.1. Let X be a separated scheme of finite type over O and Z — X a closed
immersion defined by one global section f € Ox(X). Let f: X — SpecO[T] be the
morphism defined by T — f, which is also denoted by f. We assume that there is an
element €1 € |K*| with e; <1 such that

d(f): d(X) — d((SpecO[T])") = B(1)

is smooth over B(e1)* =B(e1)\{0}. Then, there exists an element ey € |K*| with eg < €1
such that the following assertions hold for every e € | K*| with € < eg, every positive integer
n inwvertible in O and every integer i.

(1) Hi(S(Z,)\d(Z),Z/nZ) =0 and H(T(Z,e0)\T(Z,¢),Z/nZ) = 0.
(2) H'(T(Z,¢),Z/nZ) > H'(S(Z,€)°,Z/nZ).

(3) H'(S(Z,¢),Z/nZ) > Hi(d(Z),Z/nZ).

(4) H'(S(Z,€),Z/nZ) > H(S(Z,€)°,Z/n).

We first deduce Theorem 4.8 and Theorem 4.9 from Lemma 7.1. We will prove Lemma
7.1 in Section 7.3.

7.1. Cohomological descent for analytic adic spaces
We will recall some results on cohomological descent for analytic pseudo-adic spaces. Our

basic references are [1, Exposé Vbis| and [8, Section 5] (see also [24, Section 3]).
Let f: Y — X be a morphism of finite type of analytic pseudo-adic spaces. Let

B:Ye :=cosqy(Y/X)—> X

be the augmented simplicial object in the category of analytic pseudo-adic spaces of finite
type over X (this category has finite projective limits by [14, Proposition 1.10.6]) defined
as in [8, (5.1.4)]. So Y, is the (m+ 1)-times fibre product ¥ xx --- xx Y for m > 0. As
in [8, (5.1.6)—(5.1.8)], one can associate to the étale topoi (¥,)z; (m > 0) a topos (Y,)™.
Moreover, as in [8, (5.1.11)], we have a morphism of topoi
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(B+,87): (Vo)™ = X

from (Y,)™ to the étale topos X7 of X. We say that f: Y — X is a morphism of
cohomological descent for torsion abelian étale sheaves if, for every torsion abelian étale
sheaf F on X, the natural morphism

F — RB.B*F

in the derived category DT (X)) is an isomorphism (see [1, Exposé Vbis, Section 2] for
details). As a consequence of the proper base change theorem for analytic pseudo-adic
spaces [14, Theorem 4.4.1], we have the following proposition. We formulate it in the
generality we need.

Proposition 7.2. Let f: Y = X be a morphism of analytic adic spaces which is proper,
of finite type and surjective. Then for every morphism Z — X of analytic pseudo-adic
spaces, the base change f:Y Xx Z — Z is of cohomological descent for torsion abelian
étale sheaves.

Proof. First, we note that the fibre product Y xx Z — Z exists by [14, Proposition
1.10.6]. By the proper base change theorem for analytic pseudo-adic spaces [14, Theorem
4.4.1 (b)], it suffices to prove that, for every geometric point S — X, the base change
Y xx § — S is of cohomological descent for torsion abelian étale sheaves. It is enough to
show that there exists a section S — Y xx S (see [SGA 5 II, Exposé Vbis, Proposition
3.3.1] for example). The existence of a section can be easily proved in our case: By the
properness of f and [14, Corollary 1.3.9], we may assume that S is of rank 1. Then it is
well known. U

For future reference, we state the following corollaries of Proposition 7.2.

Corollary 7.3. Let X be a separated scheme of finite type over O. Let Bo: Y — X be a
proper surjective morphism. We put §: Ve = cosqy(Y/X) — X. Let Z C d(X) be a taut
locally closed subset. Then we have the following spectral sequence:

Bl = Hi(Z:Z/nZ) = B (Z,2/n2),
where Z; is the inverse image of Z under the morphism d(f5;): d(jjz) — d(.)/(\)

Proof. This is an immediate consequence of Proposition 7.2 and [1, Exposé Vbis,
Proposition 2.5.5]. O

Corollary 7.4. Let By: Y — X be a morphism of analytic adic spaces which is proper,
of finite type and surjective. We put B: Ye = cosqy(Y/X) — X. Let i: Z — W be an
inclusion of locally closed subsets of X. For m >0, let iy, : Zy — Wy, be the pullback of
1 by B Y, — X Let

RT(W,Z/nZ) — RT(Z,Z/nZ) — K —
and

RT(Wy,Z/nZ) = RT(Zp, Z/0Z) — Ko —
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be distinguished triangles. Let p > —1 be an integer. If T<(p—m)Km =0 for every 0 <m <
p+1, then we have 7<,K = 0.

Proof. The assertion follows from Proposition 7.2 and an argument similar to that of the
proof of [25, Lemma 4.1] (see also the proof of Lemma 3.5). O

7.2. Reduction to the key case

In this subsection, we deduce Theorem 4.8 and Theorem 4.9 from Lemma 7.1. A theorem
of de Jong [6, Theorem 4.1] will, again, play a key role.

Lemma 7.5. To prove Theorem /.8, it suffices to prove the following statement P.(7)
for every integer i.

P_(i): For every separated scheme X of finite type over O and every closed immersion
Z — X defined by one global section f € Ox(X), there exists an element ¢y € | K™ |
such that, for every e € |K*| with € < eqg and every positive integer n invertible in O,
we have

HI(S(Z,e\d(Z),Z/nZ) =0 and HI(T(Z,e)\T(Z,€),Z/nZ) =0
for every j <1i.

Proof. Step 1. To prove Theorem 4.8, it suffices to prove the following statement P, (i)
for every 1.

P/ (i): For every separated scheme X of finite type over O and every closed immersion
Z < X of finite presentation, there exists an element € € | K*| such that, for every
€ € |[K*| with € < ¢y and every positive integer n invertible in O, we have

HI(S(Z,e)\d(Z),Z/nZ) =0 and HI(T(Z,e)\T(Z,€),Z/nZ) =0
for every j <i.

Indeed, let X be a separated scheme of finite type over O and Z — X a closed immersion
of finite presentation. By applying [14, Remark 5.5.11 iv)] to the following diagram

S(Z,0\d(Z) = S(Z,€) <> d(Z),
we have the following long exact sequence:
coo = HY(S(Z,6\d(Z),Z/nZ) — H!(S(Z,€),Z/nZ)
— H(d(Z),Z/nZ) — HY(S(Z,e\d(Z),Z/nZ) — --- .

We note that S(Z,e)\d(Z) = (d(X)\d(Z))\Q(Z,¢). Hence, we have a similar spectral
sequence for the diagram

Q(Z,6) = d(X)\d(Z) « S(Z,e)\d(Z).

Moreover, for elements €,¢’ € | K*| with € < €', we have a similar spectral sequence for the
diagram

T(Z,e) = T(Z2,e) <« T(Z,)\T(Z,e¢).
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By [14, Proposition 5.5.8], there exists an integer N, which is independent of n and
e,¢’ € |K*|, such that we have

H(S(Z,0\d(Z),Z/nZ) =0 and H!(T(Z,¢\T(Z,€),Z/nZ) =0

for every i > N. Our claim follows from these results.

Step 2. We suppose that P.(i) holds for every i. We will prove P~ (i) by induction on i.
The assertion holds trivially for i = —1. We assume that PZ(ip — 1) holds. First, we claim
that, to prove P/ (ig), we may assume that X is integral.

We may assume that X' is flat over O. Then every irreducible component of X dominates
Spec O, and, hence, X has finitely many irreducible components. Let X’ be the disjoint
union of the irreducible components of X. Then X’ — X is proper and surjective. By
P/ (io— 1) and Corollary 7.3, it suffices to prove P (io) for X’ and Z x x X’. By considering
each component of X’ separately, our claim follows.

Step 3. We assume that X is integral. We may assume further that Z is not equal to X.
Let ) — X be the blow-up of X along Z, which is proper and surjective. By P’ (ig — 1)
and Corollary 7.3, it suffices to prove P~ (ig) for Y and Z x x ). Consequently, to prove
P/ (ip), we may assume further that Z — X is locally defined by one function.

Finally, let X ={J,c;Ua be a finite affine covering such that ZNU, — Uy, is defined
by one global section in Oy (U, ) for every o € I. We have the following spectral sequence
by [14, Remark 5.5.12 iii)]:

B = @ HUS(Z,0\d(Z)L/nT) = HY(S(2,0\d(2),2/nD).
JCI, §J=—i+1

Here, we write Uy := Nacjlhy and Z; := Z Xy Uy — U;. We have a similar spectral
sequence for T'(Z,€/)\T'(Z,¢). Since P, (i) holds for every i by hypothesis, it follows that
P/ (i) holds for X and Z — X. O

Lemma 7.6. To prove Theorem /.9, it suffices to prove the following statement P(i) for
every integer 1.

P(i): For a separated scheme X of finite type over O and a closed immersion Z — X
defined by one global section f € Ox(X), we consider the following distinguished
triangles:

RY(T(Z,¢),Z/nZ) — RT(S(Z,€)°,Z/nZ) — K1(e,n) —,
RT(S(Z,€),Z/nZ) — RT(d(Z),Z/nZ) — Ka(e,n) —
RI(S(Z,€),Z/nZ) — RT(S(Z,¢)°,Z/nZ) — K3(e,n) — .

For every X and Z — X as above, there exists an element ey € |K*| such that,
for every € € |K*| with € < ey and every positive integer n invertible in O, we have
T<ilCm(e,n) =0 for every m € {1,2,3}.

Proof. The assertion can be proved by a similar argument as in the proof of Lemma
7.5. O
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We will now prove the desired statement:
Lemma 7.7. To prove Theorem 4.8 and Theorem 4.9, it suffices to prove Lemma 7.1.

Proof. We suppose that Lemma 7.1 holds. By Lemma 7.5 and Lemma 7.6, it suffices to
prove that P.(i) and P(4) hold for every i. Let us show the assertions by induction on .
The assertions P.(—1) and P(—2) hold trivially. Assume that P.(i—1) and P (i — 1) hold.
Let X be a separated scheme of finite type over O and Z <— X" a closed immersion defined
by one global section f € Ox(X). We shall show that P.(7) and P (i) hold for X and Z.
As in the proof of Lemma 7.5, we may assume that X is integral. First, we prove the
assertions in the case where K is of characteristic zero. By [6, Theorem 4.1], there is an
integral alteration Y — X’ such that Y is smooth over K. By Nagata’s compactification
theorem, there is a proper surjective morphism ) — X such that Vg =Y over Xx and
YV is integral. By the induction hypothesis, Corollary 7.3, and Corollary 7.4, it suffices to
prove P.(i) and P(i) for Y and Z x x V. Therefore, we may assume that Xk is smooth
over K. Let

f: X — SpecOI[T]

be the morphism defined by 7'+ f. Since K is of characteristic zero, there is an open dense
subset W C Spec K[T] such that fx is smooth over W. It follows from [14, Proposition
1.9.6] that there exists an open subset V C B(1) whose complement consists of finitely

o~

many K-rational points of B(1) such that d(f): d(X) — B(1) is smooth over V. Thus,
P.(i) and P(7) hold for X and Z since we suppose that Lemma 7.1 holds.

Let us now suppose that K is of characteristic p > 0. As above, let f: X — Spec O[T be
the morphism defined by T+ f. If f is not dominant, then P.(¢) and P(4) hold trivially
for X and Z. Thus, we may assume that f is dominant. By applying [6, Theorem 4.1]
to the underlying reduced subscheme of X' Xgyec 07 Spec K(T'/?™), where K(T'/?™) is
the perfection of K(T'), we find an alteration

N
JK: Y- X X SpecO[T] SpeCK(Tl/p )

such that Y is integral and smooth over K(Tl/pN) for some integer N > 0. By Nagata’s
compactification theorem, there is a proper surjective morphism

g: Y = X Xgpeco[T) SpecO[Tl/pN]
whose base change to Spec K(Tl/pN) is isomorphic to gx. As above, it suffices to prove
P.(i) and P(i) for Y and Z x» Y.

Let f’ be the image of TY/?" € O[TY?"] in Oy(Y), and let Z’ < Y be the closed
subscheme defined by f’. Then we have (f’)pN = f, where the image of f in Oy(Y) is also
denoted by f. Hence, the closed immersion d(Z’) < d((Z xx Y)") is a homeomorphism
and we have

S(2e)=S(Zxx V") and T(Z,e)=T(Zxx V")

for every e € | K*|. Thus, it suffices to prove that P (i) and P(¢) hold for Y and Z’ (see [14,
Proposition 2.3.7]). By the construction, the generic fibre of the morphism ) — Spec O[T
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defined by T+ f’ is smooth over K(T'). Therefore, as in the case of characteristic zero,
Lemma 7.1 implies P.(¢) and P(¢) for Y and Z’.
The proof of Lemma 7.7 is complete. O

7.3. Proof of the key case
In this subsection, we prove Lemma 7.1 and finish the proofs of Theorem 4.8 and
Theorem 4.9.

Proof of Lemma 7.1. We may assume that X’ is flat over SpecO. Then X is of finite
presentation over Spec O by [28, Premiére partie, Corollaire 3.4.7]. By Proposition 6.6 and
Theorem 6.10, there exists an element €y € | K*| with €y < €3 such that, for all a,b € |K*|
with a < b < ¢y and every positive integer n invertible in O there exists a finite étale
morphism

h: B(c,d) — B(a,b)
such that h is a composition of finite Galois étale morphisms and the pullback
W (R A(fNZ/NZ)|B(a,b))

is a constant sheaf associated with a finitely generated Z/nZ-module for every i. We shall
show that ey satisfies the desired properties. Let n be a positive integer invertible in O
and € € |[K*| an element with € < ¢.

(1) We have

S(Z,\d(2) =d(f)" (D(e\{0}) and T(Z,e0)\T(Z,e) = d(f) " (B(eo)\B(e)).

Keeping the base change theorem [14, Theorem 5.4.6] for Rd(f), in mind, we have the
following spectral sequences by [14, Remark 5.5.12 i)]:

By’ = HDO\0}, (B d( ) Z/nZ) oo o)) = B (S(Z.\d(2),Z/n),

Ey? = Hi(B(eo)\B(e), (R d(FNZ/nZ)[5(eo)\8(0) = HEH (T(2,€0)\T(Z,€),Z/nZ).

Hence, the assertion (1) follows from Lemma 6.12.
(2) We have

T(Z,e)=d(f)"'(B(e)) and S(Z,6)°=d(f)~"(D(e)°).
By the Leray spectral sequences, it suffices to prove that the restriction map
H'(B(e), R d(f).Z/nZ) — H'(D(€)°, Rd(f).Z/nZ)

is an isomorphism for all 4,5. Let €' € | K| be an element with ¢ < e. Then {B(¢',¢),D(e)°}
is an open covering of B(e). By the Cech-to-cohomology spectral sequences, it is enough
to prove that the restriction map

H'(B(,€), R d(f)Z/nZ) — H (D(e)° NB(€,¢), R7d(f)+Z/nZ)

is an isomorphism for all 4, 7.
The inverse image d(f)~*(B(¢,¢)) has finitely many connected components. It is enough
to show that, for every connected component W C d(f) ' (B(¢’,¢)) and the restriction
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g: W = B(€¢) of d(f), the restriction map
H'(B(,€),R? 9. Z/nZ) — H'(D(e)° NB(€,¢), R 9. Z/nZ)

is an isomorphism for all 7,5. The morphism g is of pure dimension N for some integer
N >0 (see [14, Section 1.8] for the definition of the dimension of a morphism of adic
spaces). Since g is smooth and RigZ/nZ is a locally constant constructible sheaf of
Z/nZ-modules, Poincaré duality [14, Corollary 7.5.5] implies that

R7g.(Z/nZ(N)) = (R*" I gZ/nZ)"

for every j, where (N) denotes the Tate twist and ()V denotes the Z/nZ-dual (here, we
use the fact that Z/nZ is an injective Z/nZ-module). The right-hand side satisfies the
assumption of Lemma 6.12 (1), and, hence, the assertion follows from the lemma.
(3) We have S(Z,e) =d(f)~1(D(e)). Let
d(f): S(Z,e) — D(e)
be the base change of d(f) to D(e). We write
F; = RId(f).Z/nZ.
We claim that restriction map H'(D(e),F;) — H*({0},F;|0}) is an isomorphism for all
i,j. Since we have by [14, Example 2.6.2]
Hi(d(Z),Z/nZ) (i=0)
0 (1 #0),

the claim and the Leray spectral sequence for d(f)’ imply the assertion (3). We prove the
claim. Since D(e) and {0} are proper over Spa(K,Q), we have

H'(D(e), Fj) = Hi(D(e), ;) and  H'({0},F;l(0y) = He({0}.F5l(0}),

and, hence, it suffices to prove that H(D(€)\{0},F;|p(e)\ fo3) = 0 for all 4,j. Moreover, by
[14, Proposition 5.4.5 ii)], it suffices to prove that, for any €’ € |K*| with €’ < €, we have
Hé(]D)(G) ﬁB(e’,e),fj|ﬂ)(e)m3(ez7e)) =0 for all Z,]

Let € € |[K*| be an element with € < e. Let W and g be as in the proof of (2). Let

H' ({0}, %51 0y) {

g g (D(e) NB(€€)) — D(e) NB(€€)

be the base change of g. It suffices to prove that H:(D(e) NB(€',¢), R g.Z/nZ) = 0 for all
i,j. By the base change theorem [14, Theorem 5.4.6] for Rgi, we have

(Rjg!Z/nZ)|D(e)ﬂB(e’,e) = R]g‘/Z/’I’LZ

In particular, the right-hand side is a locally constant constructible sheaf of Z/nZ-
modules. As in the proof of (2), Poincaré duality [14, Corollary 7.5.5] for ¢’ then implies
that

Rlg.(Z/nZ(N)) = (R*N I giZ/nZ)",

and the assertion follows from Lemma 6.12 (1).
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(4) Similarly as above, it suffices to prove that the restriction map
H'(D(e), Fj) — H'(D(e)°, F)

is an isomorphism for all 4,j. Let € € |[K*| be an element with € < e. As in the proof of
(2), it suffices to prove that the restriction map

H'(D(e) NB(€ ), F;) = H'(D(e)° NB(¢,¢), ;)

is an isomorphism for all 4,j. By the proof of (3), the sheaf Fj|p)np(e,e) is a locally
constant constructible sheaf of Z/nZ-modules. Hence, the assertion follows from the proof
of [16, Lemma 2.5] (in [16], the characteristic of the base field is always assumed to be zero;
however, [16, Lemma 2.5] holds in positive characteristic without changing the proof).
The proof of Lemma 7.1 is complete. O

Theorem 4.8 and Theorem 4.9 now follow from Lemma 7.1 and Lemma 7.7.

Appendix A. Finite étale coverings of annuli

In this appendix, we prove Theorem 6.2 and Theorem 6.3. We retain the notation of
Section 6.1. In particular, we fix an algebraically closed complete non-archimedean field
K with ring of integers 0. We will follow the methods given in Ramero’s paper [27].

Following [27], we will use the following notation in this appendix. Recall that for a
morphism of finite type Spa(4,A4T) — Spa(K,0), where (A, AT) is a complete affinoid
ring, the ring AT coincides with the ring A° of power-bounded elements of A (see [13,
Lemma 4.4] and [14, Section 1.2]). We often omit A" and abbreviate Spa(A,A™) to
Spa(A). If A is reduced, then A° is topologically of finite type over O, that is, A°
O(T1,...,T,)/I for some ideal I C O(T1,...,T,) by [3, 6.4.1, Corollary 4]. Let m C O be
the maximal ideal, and let x:= O/m be the residue field. The quotient

A~ = A°/mA°
is a finitely generated algebra over x. We note that the ideal mA° coincides with the set

of topologically nilpotent elements of A. In particular, the ring A™ is reduced.

A.1. Open annuli in the unit disc

In this subsection, we prepare some notation and recall some basic properties of open
annuli in the unit disc B(1) = Spa(K(T)).
Let a,b € |K*| be elements with a <b < 1. Recall that we defined

B(a,b) :={x €B(1)|a <|T(x)| <b}
={z €B()[[wa(2)| <[T(2)] < |wp(z)[},
where w,,w, € K* are elements such that a = |ww,| and b = |w|. We have
B(a,b) 2 Spa(K (T, Ta, Ty) /(TuT — wa, T — w3 Th))

as an adic space over B(1). The adic space B(a,b) is isomorphic to B(a/b,1) as an adic
space over Spa(K). We write A(a,b) := Og(1)(B(a,b)).
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We will focus on the following points of the unit disc B(1). Let r € | K*| be an element
with r <1.
o Let

b. X i gt
B K(T) = [K%] 3 e s max{failr)
i>0 =
be the Gauss norm of radius r centred at 0. The corresponding point 7(r)” € B(1)
is denoted by the same letter.

e Let () be an infinite cyclic group with generator 6. We equip |K*| x (§) with a
total order such that

(5,0™) < (t,0") <= s<t, or s=t and m>n.

So we have (1,0) < (1,1) and (s,1) < (1,9) for every s € |K*| with s < 1. We identify
§ with (1,d) and r with (r,1). The valuation
: x i pisi
n(r): K(T) = [KX[x (8), D aiT" > max{|ailr's'}

i>0

gives a point 7(r) € B(1). The point n(r) is a specialization of 7(r)°, that is, we
have

n(r) € {n(r)’}.
e Similarly, if r < 1, the valuation
n(r) s K(T) — |K*| x (8), g;aiTi — I?Zzig({|ai|ri6_i}
(=
gives a point n(r)’ € B(1). The point n(r)’ is a specialization of ().

We can use the points n(r) and n(r)’ to describe the closure of an annulus B(a,b).

Example A.1. Let a,b € |K*| be elements with a <b < 1.

(1) For an element r € |K*| with a <1 <b, we have 1(r)> € B(a,b). If a < 7 < b, we have
n(r) € B(a,b). Similarly, if a <r < b, we have n(r)" € B(a,b).

(2) We assume that a < b < 1. Let B(a,b)¢ be the closure of B(a,b) in B(1). Then we
have B(a,b)°\B(a,b) = {n(a),n(b)’}. In particular, the complement B(a,b)*\B(a,b)
consists of two points.

(3) We have some kind of converse to (2). We define D(1) := {z € B(1)||T(z)| < 1},
which is a closed subset of B(1). Let X C B(1) be a connected affinoid open subset
contained in D(1). Let X¢ be the closure of X in B(1). If the complement X\ X
consists of two points, then there exists an isomorphism

X 2 B(a,1)

of adic spaces over Spa(K) for some element a € |[K*| with a < 1. This can be
proved by using [3, 9.7.2, Theorem 2].
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We recall the following example from [27], which is useful to study finite étale coverings
of B(a,b).

Example A.2 [27, Example 2.1.12]. We assume that a < b. Let
U: B(a,b) = Spa(A(a,b)) — B(1) = Spa(K(S))
be the morphism over Spa(K') defined by the following homomorphism
b2 OS) = OT, T [(TaTy — @) = A(ab)°, S s Ty +Tp.
The homomorphism ¢ makes A(a,b)° into a free O(S)-module of rank 2.

Remark A.3. In the rest of this section, we shall study finite étale coverings of B(a,b).
We recall that there is a natural equivalence between the category of adic spaces which
are finite and étale over X and the category of schemes which are finite and étale over
SpecOx (X) (see [14, Example 1.6.6 ii)]).

In the rest of this subsection, we give two lemmas about the connected components of
a finite étale covering of B(a,b).

Lemma A.4. We assume that a <b. Let f: X — B(a,b) be a finite étale morphism of
adic spaces. For every t € |K*| with a/b < t*> < 1, there exists an element so € |K*| with
t < so <1 such that every connected component of f~(B(a/so,s0b)) remains connected
after restricting to B(a/s,sb) for every s € |[K*| with t < s < sq.

Proof. The number of the connected components of f~!(B(a/s,sb)) increases with
decreasing s, and it is bounded above by the degree of f (that is, the rank of Ox(X) as
an A(a,b)-module) for every s € |K*| with a/b < s*> < 1. The assertion follows from these
properties. O

Lemma A.5. We assume that a <b. Let f: X — B(a,b) be a finite étale morphism of
adic spaces. We write B := Ox(X) and consider the composition
0(S) 5 A(a,b)° — B°,

where ¥ is the homomorphism defined in Example A.2 and the second homomorphism
is the one induced by f. Let {q1,...,q9,} C Spec B® be the set of the prime ideals of B°
lying above the mazimal ideal mO(S) + SO(S) C O(S). Then, for every t € |K*| with
a/b<t? <1, the adic space f~1(B(a/t,tb)) has at least n connected components.

Proof. This lemma is proved in the proof of [27, Theorem 2.4.3]. We recall the arguments
for the reader’s convenience.
We define g as the composition

g: X 5 B(a,b) 5 B(1) = Spa(K (S)).

Let t € |[K*| be an element with a/b <t < 1. We define B(t) := {z € B(1)||S(x)| < t}.
Since U~1(B(t)) =B(a/t,tb), it is enough to show that g~!(B(¢)) has at least n connected
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components. The ring O[[S]] is a Henselian local ring. Since B® is a free O(S)-module of
finite rank by [27, Proposition 2.3.5], we have a decomposition

B°®0s) O[[S]] = Ry x -+ X Ry,

where Ry,...,R, are local rings, which are free O[[S]]-modules of finite rank. Since the
natural homomorphism O(S) = Op(1)(B(1))° — Og) (B(t))° factors through O(S) —
O|[S]], we have

g7 (B(1) = Spa(By) [ -+ ][ Spa(B.).

where B; := R; ®ojs)) Op) (B(t)). This proves our claim since Spa(B;) is nonempty for
every 1 <i<n. O

A.2. Discriminant functions and finite étale coverings of open annuli
In this subsection, we give some properties of the discriminant function of a finite étale
covering of B(a,b), and then we prove Theorem 6.2.
Let a,b € |K*| be elements with a <b <1. Let f: X — B(a,b) be a finite étale morphism
of adic spaces. Let us briefly recall the definition of the discriminant function
dr: [—logb, —loga] — R>o

associated with f following [27].
Let (’);E be the subsheaf of Ox defined by

OF(U)={g€ Ox(U)||g(z)| <1 for every z € U}
for every open subset U C X. For an element r € |K*| with a <r <, let
A (1) = (f.0%) >

be the stalk of f.O% at the point 5(r)". The maximal ideal of the stalk OB(a,b)

n(r)’
homomorphism k(7 (r)*)* — & (r)’. By applying [27, Proposition 2.3.5] to the restriction
f=Y(B(r,r)) — B(r,r) of f we see that <7 (r)" is a free k(n(r)”)*-module of finite rank.
Then we can define the valuation

n(ry> At

is zero, in other words, we have Og(q, ) n(r)» = Ek(n(r)?). Hence, there is a natural

Un(r)b (0;(7")) €Rso

of the discriminant 0;(7“) € k(n(r)*)* of & (r)” over k(n(r)’)* (in the sense of [27, Section
2.1]), and we define

dp: [—logb, —loga|N—log|K*| = R>o, —logr— —log(v,(yy> (D'}(r))) €R>p
(see [27, 2.3.12] for details).

Theorem A.6 (Ramero [27, Theorem 2.3.25]). The function 6y extends uniquely to a
continuous, piecewise linear and convex function

dr: [—logb, —loga] — R>o.

Moreover, the slopes of 6y are integers.
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Proof. See [27, Theorem 2.3.25]. O

Many basic properties of the discriminant function 65 were studied in detail in [27].
Here, we are interested in the case where d; is linear.

Proposition A.7 (Ramero [27]). Let f: X = Spa(B,B°) — B(a,b) be a finite étale
morphism of adic spaces with a complete affinoid ring (B,B°). Define g as the composition
g: X 5 B(a,b) B B(1) = Spa(K(S)),

where V is the morphism defined in Example A.2. The map g induces a homomorphism
O(S) — B°. Let us suppose that the following two conditions hold:

e There is only one prime ideal q C B° lying above the maximal ideal mO{S) +
SO(S) C O(8S).

e The discriminant function 05 is linear.

Then the inverse image g~'(n(1)) consists of two points, or equivalently, the inverse
images f~1(n(a)’) and f=(n(b)) both consist of one point. Moreover, the closed point

x € Spec B~ = Spec B® /mB°
corresponding to the prime ideal q is an ordinary double point.

Proof. The first assertion is a consequence of [27, (2.4.4) in the proof of Theorem 2.4.3].
The assumption that the characteristic of the base field is zero in loc. cit. is not needed
here. Moreover, the morphism f need not be Galois.

The second assertion is claimed in [27, Remark 2.4.8] (at least when K is of
characteristic zero) without proof. Indeed, the hard parts of the proof were already done
in [27]. We shall explain how to use the results in loc. cit. to deduce the second assertion.

Before giving the proof of the second assertion, let us prepare some notation. We write
A:= K(S). For the points n(1),n(1)" € B(1), we write

(k(1)k(1)F) = (k(n(1),k(n(1)") and  (k(1°),k(1°)F) = (k(n(1)"),k(n(1)")F).
Note that Op(1),,1) = k(1) and Og1y 1y = k(1°). We have a natural inclusion
k(1) — k(1%)*.

The residue field k(1°)* /mk(1°)T of k(1°)* is naturally isomorphic to the field of fractions
r(S) of k[S]. The image of k(1)* in () is the localization x[S](g) of x[S] at the maximal
ideal (S) C k[S]. More precisely, we have the following commutative diagram:

A~ = A°/mA° —— k(1) /mk(1)t —— k(1°)t /mk(1%)*t

R

k[S] k[S](s) k(S).

Let
A1)t = (g*(’)})n(l)
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be the stalk of .07 at the point n(1) € B(1). We have a map
it B°®40 k(1)T — 2(1)7.

The target and the source of i are both free k(1)"-modules of finite rank by [27,
Proposition 2.3.5 and Lemma 2.2.17], and clearly i becomes an isomorphism after
tensoring with &(1). In particular, the map 7 is injective. By [27, Proposition 2.3.5] again,
it follows that i becomes an isomorphism after tensoring with k(1°)*. Consequently, we
have inclusions

B° @40 k(1)T — B(1)T — B°®@40 k(1°) T,
B° @40 (k(1)F /mk(1)") = B(1) T /mB(1)T < B° @40 (k(1°)* /mk(1")T).
We shall now prove the second assertion. First, we prove that the ring (1)*/m%(1)*
is integrally closed in B° ® 40 (k(1°)* /mk(1°)T). Let
(k(1)" K1) and (k1) k(1")")
be the completions with respect to the valuation topologies. By [14, Lemma 1.1.10 iii)],

we have k(1)" = k(1°)". We have the following commutative diagram:

B)* Diayr k(1) ———> B° @ a0 (1)

| |

B(1)t Qpay+ k()" —= > B(1)* )+ k(1)

where the vertical maps and the top horizontal map are injective. By using [27, Proposi-
tion 1.3.2 (iii)], we see that Z(1)" @)+ k(1) is integrally closed in B(1)" @ 1)+ k(1)",
and, hence, integrally closed in B°® 40 k(1°)"*. This implies that Z(1)*/m%(1)" is
integrally closed in B° ® 40 (k(1°)t /mk(1%)T).
By the assumptions, the ring
R:=B°®40 (k(l)Jr/mk(].)Jr) =~ B~ Qk[s] H[S](S)
is the local ring of Spec B~ at the closed point x € Spec B~. Moreover, the ring
B° @40 (K(1°) /mk(1°)") = B™ @51 £(S)

is the total ring of fractions of R. Hence, the ring #(1)*/m%(1)" is the normalization
of R. By using [27, (2.4.4) in the proof of Theorem 2.4.3], one can show that there are
exactly two maximal ideals of Z(1)*/mZ(1)* and the length of %(1)" /m#(1)" as an
R-module is one. In other words, the closed point z is an ordinary double point.

The proof of Proposition A.7 is complete. O

We deduce the following result from Proposition A.7, which is used in the proof of
Theorem 6.2.

Proposition A.8. Let f: X — B(a,b) be a finite étale morphism of adic spaces. We
assume that the discriminant function 6y is linear. Let t € |[ K| be an element with a/b <
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t2 < 1. Then we have

n

F7 (B(a/tth)) = [ B(es 1)

i=1

for some elements ¢; € |K*| with ¢; <1 (1<i<n).

Proof. By Lemma A .4, without loss of generality, we may assume that every connected
component of X remains connected after restricting to B(a/s,sb) for every s € |K*| with
t <s<1.Let Xy,...,X,, be the connected components of X, and let f;: X; — B(a,b) be
the restriction of f. By Theorem A.6, each discriminant function d¢, associated with f; is
a continuous, piecewise linear and convex function. Since §f = > " dy,, it follows that
0y, is linear for every i. Thus, we may further assume that X is connected.

Let (B,B°) be a complete affinoid ring such that X = Spa(B,B°). Define g as the
composition

g: X 5 B(a,b) L B(1) = Spa(K (S)).

By Lemma A.5, there is only one prime ideal q C B° lying above the maximal ideal
mO(S) +SO(S) C O(S). Let = € Spec B™ be the closed point corresponding to the prime
ideal q, which is an ordinary double point by Proposition A.7. Let

A: X = d(Spf(B°)) — Spf(B°)

be the specialization map associated with the formal scheme Spf(B°) (see Section 5.2).
By the proof of [4, Proposition 2.3], the interior A~!(z)° of the inverse image A\~!(z) in
X is isomorphic to the interior D(d,1)° of D(d,1) in B(1) for some element d € |K*| with
d <1 as an adic space over Spa(K), where

D(d,1) :={z € B(1) = Spa(K(T))|d < |T(x)| <1} C B(1).
We fix such an isomorphism. For every s € |K*| with ¢t < s < 1, we have
F1(B(a/s,sb)) = g~ (B(s)) C g~ (D(1)°) = A~} (x)° = D(d,1)° < B(1).

Thus, we may consider f~!(B(a/s,sb)) as a connected affinoid open subset of B(1).

We write X, := f~1(B(a/t,tb)). Let X§ be the closure of X; in B(1), which is contained
in g71(D(1)°). In view of Example A.1 (3), to prove the assertion, it suffices to prove that
the complement X\ X; consists of exactly two points. The map f induces a map

f's XP\Xy = B(a/t,th) \B(a/t,tb) = {n(a/t),n(td)'}.

We prove that f’ is bijective. Since f is surjective and specialising by [14, Lemma 1.4.5
ii)], it follows that the map f’ is surjective. To show that the map f’ is injective, it suffices
to prove the following claim:

Claim A.9. The inverse images f~*(n(a/t)) and f=1(n(tb)’) both consist of one point.
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Proof. Recall that we assume that X remains connected after restricting to B(a/s,sb)
for every s € |K*| with ¢t < s <1. Thus, by Lemma A.5 and Proposition A.7, the inverse
images f~1(n(a/s)’) and f~1(n(sb)) both consist of one point for every s € |[K*| with
t < s < 1. This fact implies that

S~ (B(s1b,52b))

is connected for every s1,s9 € [K*| with ¢t < s; < s2 <1 (indeed, if it is not connected,
then there exist at least two points mapped to n(s2b)). By applying Lemma A.5 and
Proposition A.7 to

FH(B(th,b)) — B(tb,d),

we see that f~1(n(tb)’) consists of one point. The same arguments show that f~*(n(a/t))
consists of one point. O

The proof of Proposition A.8 is complete. O

Remark A.10. Here, we prove Proposition A.7 and Proposition A.8 in the context of
adic spaces as in [27]. It is probably possible to prove these results (in a more geometric
way) by using the methods of [22, 23].

We now give a proof of Theorem 6.2.

Proof of Theorem 6.2. Let f: X — B(1)* be a finite étale morphism. Clearly, the
discriminant functions on open annuli constructed in Theorem A.6 can be glued to a
continuous, piecewise linear and convex function

6f§ [0,00) —)Rzo.

Moreover, the slopes of §; are integers. By [27, Lemma 2.1.10], the function d; is bounded
above by some positive real number (depending only on the degree of f). It follows that
there exists an element €y € | K| with ¢y <1 such that the restriction of 65 to [—logeg,00)
is constant. Let ¢ € |[K*| be an element with ¢t < 1. We put € := teg. Then, for elements
a,b € |K*| with a < b <e¢, we have
f~1(B(a,b)) = HB(Cudi)
i=1

for some elements ¢;,d; € |[K*| with ¢; <d; <1 (1 <4 <n) by Proposition A.8. If K is
of characteristic zero, after replacing € by a smaller one, we can easily show that the
restriction B(c;,d;) — B(a,b) of f is a Kummer covering by using [27, Claim 2.4.5] (see
also the proofs of [22, Theorem 2.2] and [27, Theorem 2.4.3]). O

A.3. Galois coverings and discriminant functions

In this subsection, we prove Theorem 6.3.
Let a,b € |K*| be elements with a < b <1. Let

f: X =Spa(B,B°) — B(a,b)
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be a finite étale morphism of adic spaces with a complete affinoid ring (B,B°). Let
G := Aut(X/B(a,b))° = Aut(B/A(a,b))

be the opposite of the group of B(a,b)-automorphisms on X, or equivalently, the group
of A(a,b)-automorphisms of B. We assume that f is Galois, that is, A(a,b) coincides with
the ring B¢ of G-invariants (this is equivalent to saying that the finite étale morphism
Spec B — Spec A(a,b) of schemes is Galois; see Remark A.3). In this case, we call G the
Galois group of f.

We assume that X is connected. Let r € |[K*| be an element with a <r <b, and let
x € f~Y(n(r)) be an element. Let

Stab, :={g € G|g(z) =z}

be the stabiliser of z. Let k(x)""* (resp. k(r)""*) be the Henselization of the completion
of the valuation ring k(z)* (resp. k(n(r))"). Let k(z)* and k(r)"* be the fields of
fractions of k(x)"** and k(r)""*, respectively. Then by [17, 5.5], the extension of fields

k()N — k()™
is finite and Galois, and we have a natural isomorphism

Stab, — Gal(k(z)" /k(r)"™).

In [17], Huber defined higher ramiﬁcation subgroups and the Swan character of the
Galois group Gal(k(x)""/k(r)""). In [27], Ramero investigated the relation between the
discriminant functions and the Swan characters. We are interested in the case where all
higher ramification subgroups and the Swan character of Gal(k(z)""/k(r)"\") are trivial.
All we need is the following lemma:

Lemma A.11 ([27, Lemma 3.3.10]). Let f: X — B(a,b) be a finite Galois étale morphism
such that X is connected. We assume that §Stab, is invertible in O for every r € |[K*|
with a <r <b and every x € f~(n(r)). Then the discriminant function

d¢: [—logb, —loga] — R>
associated with f is constant.

Proof. This follows from the second equality of [27, Lemma 3.3.10]. Indeed, under the
assumption, we have Swf = 0 for the Swan character Sw’ attached to z € f~(n(r))
defined in [27, Section 3.3]. O

Finally, we prove Theorem 6.3.

Proof of Theorem 6.3. In fact, we will show that if a locally constant étale sheaf F
with finite stalks on B(a,b) is tame at n(r) € B(a,b) for every r € |K*| with a <r <b,
then, for every t € |K*| with a/b < t? < 1, there exists an integer m invertible in O such
that the restriction Flg(q ¢, is trivialized by a Kummer covering ¢p,.

There is a finite Galois étale morphism f: X — B(a,b) such that X is connected and
f*F is a constant sheaf. Let G be the Galois group of f. By replacing X by a quotient
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of it by a subgroup of G (this makes sense by Remark A.3), we may assume that the
induced homomorphism

p: G—= Aut(T'(X, f*F))

is injective. Let t € |[K*| be an element with a/b < ¢t*> < 1. By Lemma A.4, we may assume
that X remains connected after restricting to B(a/s,sb) for every s € |K*| with ¢t < s < 1.

We claim that fStab, is invertible in O for every r € |K*| with a < r <b and every
x € f~1(n(r)). Let L(r) be a separable closure of k(x)"". It induces a geometric point
T — X with support z. Let 7 — B(a,b) denote the composition T — X — B(a,b). Since
f*F is a constant sheaf, we have the following identifications

DX, f*F) = (" Fle = Fr.

Recall that we have Stab, = Gal(k(z)""/k(r)""). Via these identifications, the action of
Stab, C G on I'(X, f*F) is compatible with the action of Gal(L(r)/k(r)""*) on Fr. Since
F is tame at 7(r) and p is injective, it follows that § Gal(k(x)"" /k(r)"\") is invertible in O.
This proves our claim.

By Lemma A.11, it follows that the discriminant function d is constant. By Lemma A.5
and Proposition A.7, there is exactly one point z in f~1(n(b)). Therefore, the Galois group
G is isomorphic to Stab, = Gal(k(x)" /k(b) ).

Theorem 6.3 now follows from [22, Theorem 2.11]. Alternatively, we can argue as follows.
By [17, Proposition 2.5, Corollary 2.7, and Corollary 5.4], we see that G is a cyclic group.
Let us write G = Z/mZ. We consider f: X — B(a,b) as a Z/mZ-torsor. As in the proof
of [27, Theorem 2.4.3], since the Picard group of B(a,b) is trivial, the Kummer sequence
gives an isomorphism

A(a,b)* /(A(a,b)*)™ = H'(B(a,b),Z/mZ).

Since m is invertible in O, the left-hand side is a cyclic group of order m generated by
the coordinate function T' € A(a,b)*. It follows that every Z/mZ-torsor over B(a,b) is the
disjoint union of Kummer coverings. This completes the proof of Theorem 6.3. O
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