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The Metaphys ic s  of  Consc iousnes s

What is consciousness? What is its place in the physical universe? How
did it arise in the course of cosmic evolution? Can there be a genuine
scientific understanding of consciousness? And is there such a thing as
a genuine human self? These and related questions occupy a promi-
nent place in contemporary studies in metaphysics and philosophy of
mind, often involving complex interdisciplinary connections between
philosophy, psychology, artificial intelligence, biology, and cognitive
neuroscience. At the same time, these questions play a fundamental
role in the philosophies of great thinkers of the past such as, among
others, Plotinus, Descartes, Leibniz, Kant,William James, and Edmund
Husserl. This collection of essays aims at sparking fruitful lines of
future inquiry by bringing together systematically oriented historians
of philosophy and contemporary leading philosophers of mind to re-
examine a broad range of inherited views. In a pluralistic vein—and
in the attempt to do full justice to the richness of our mental life—the
volume features in-depth examinations not solely of mainstream
physicalist doctrines, but also of largely neglected yet in many ways
still attractive positions such as Cartesian dualism, idealism, and
panpsychism.
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