interests and skills relevant to Amnolis biology and
conservation. The new leadership structure, with regional
co-chairs and country leads, provides a cohesive framework
that will enable the Specialist Group to address the most
pressing conservation concerns facing anoles. Working
with scientists, conservation organizations, government
agencies, civil society and the public, we will ensure anole
lizards are conserved, especially in the face of environmen-
tal change.

The reinstated Specialist Group will promote collabora-
tion among key organizations and experts dedicated to
preserving these species in alignment with the IUCN SSC
Conservation Planning Specialist Group's One Plan
Approach  (cpsg.org/our-work/our-approach/one-plan-
approach). For more information about the Anoline
Lizard Specialist Group, please contact the Co-Chairs
Anna Thonis or Jhan C. Salazar.
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2IUCN Species Survival Commission, Caracas, Venezuela.
3Washington University, St. Louis, Missouri, USA. *Global
Center for Species Survival, Indianapolis Zoological Society,
Indianapolis, Indiana, USA. °Provita, Caracas, Venezuela.
SInstituto Venezolano de Investigaciones Cientificas,
Caracas, Venezuela. "Departamento de Biologia,
Universidad Simén Bolivar, Caracas, Venezuela
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Khulan Conservation Day officially
designated in Mongolia

In October 2024, Mongolia's Ministry of Environment and
Climate Change officially designated 25 October as Khulan
Conservation Day. The designation, signed by the Minister
of Environment and Climate Change, recognizes the Asiatic
wild ass Equus hemionus (known locally as khulan) as a
vital component of Mongolia's natural heritage, and marks
the beginning of an annual commitment to its
conservation.

It follows over a decade of research and conservation by
the Wildlife Conservation Society Mongolia Program,
which initially proposed and led the initiative. Over 100
stakeholders convened in Ulaanbaatar for a high-level
meeting to celebrate the khulan and discuss future
conservation strategies. Meanwhile, awareness events in

Conservation News

the South Gobi engaged > 400 children across two
provinces that form a core part of the species’ range. The
initiative received strong international support from key
partners, including the United Nations in Mongolia, the
TUCN Species Survival Commission Equid Specialist Group
and the Convention on Migratory Species Central Asian
Mammals Initiative.

Khulan are highly mobile ungulates whose movements
exceed those of many well-known migratory terrestrial
mammals (Tucker et al., 2018, Science, 359, 466—469). Their
ability to traverse vast distances across Central Asia's harsh,
resource-poor drylands is critical for their survival. Nearly
80% of the global khulan population resides in Mongolia's
Gobi Desert, making its conservation status heavily
dependent on local conditions (Buuveibaatar et al., 2017,
Oryx, 51, 639-647). However, the species faces multiple
pressures and is categorized as Near Threatened on the
TUCN Red List. Habitat loss and fragmentation driven by
infrastructure development, particularly roads and fenced
railways, limit its access to essential resources. The planned
construction of > 1,000 km of new railways in the central
Gobi region is a pressing concern. If these railways are
fenced, with limited wildlife crossings, khulan movements
could be further restricted. Additional challenges include
illegal hunting, habitat degradation from livestock over-
grazing, and increasing extreme weather events such as
prolonged droughts and severe winters linked to climate
change.

Mongolia has been a committed Party to the
Convention on Migratory Species since 1999, and the
khulan was added to its list of protected species in 2002.
The establishment of Khulan Conservation Day aims to
raise awareness and foster collaboration to protect this
keystone species and its ecosystem. As an umbrella species,
conserving the khulan benefits not only its own population
but also other threatened wildlife, ecological processes and
local communities. Although Khulan Conservation Day is
currently exclusive to Mongolia, there is hope that the other
khulan range states will join, using the day as a platform to
share achievements and strengthen conservation across the
species' range.

BaYARBAATAR BUUVEIBAATARD (buuveibaatar@wcs.org),
BOLORTSETSEG SANJAA, KHASH-ERDENE BAYARSAIKHAN,
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