FREEDOM AND POWER IN CLASSICAL ATHENS

Athenian democracy was distinguished from other ancient constitu-
tions by its emphasis on freedom. This was understood, Naomi
T. Campa argues, as being able to do “whatever one wished,”
a widely attested phrase. Citizen agency and power constituted the
core of democratic ideology and institutions. Rather than create
anarchy, as ancient critics claimed, positive freedom underpinned
a system that ideally protected both the individual and the collective.
Even freedom, however, can be dangerous. The notion of citizen
autonomy both empowered and oppressed individuals within
ademocratic hierarchy. These topics strike at the heart of democracies
ancient and modern, from the discursive principles that structure
political procedures to the citizen’s navigation between the limita-
tions of law and the expression of individual will to the status of
noncitizens within a state. This title is part of the Flip it Open
Programme and may also be available Open Access. Check our
website Cambridge Core for details.

NAOMI T. CAMPA is an assistant professor in the Department of
Classics at the University of Texas at Austin.

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 216.73.216.163, on 23 Oct 2025 at 07:08:49, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of
use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009221443


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009221443
https://www.cambridge.org/core

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 216.73.216.163, on 23 Oct 2025 at 07:08:49, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of
use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009221443


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009221443
https://www.cambridge.org/core

FREEDOM AND POWER IN
CLASSICAL ATHENS

NAOMIT. CAMPA
The University of Texas at Austin

«4 CAMBRIDGE

/ UNIVERSITY PRESS

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 216.73.216.163, on 23 Oct 2025 at 07:08:49, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of
use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009221443


https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009221443
https://www.cambridge.org/core

CAMBRIDGE

UNIVERSITY PRESS

Shaftesbury Road, Cambridge cB2 8ea, United Kingdom
One Liberty Plaza, 20th Floor, New York, Ny 10006, USA
477 Williamstown Road, Port Melbourne, vic 3207, Australia

314—321, 3rd Floor, Plot 3, Splendor Forum, Jasola District Centre,
New Delhi — 110025, India

103 Penang Road, #05-06/07, Visioncrest Commercial, Singapore 238467

Cambridge University Press is part of Cambridge University Press & Assessment,
a department of the University of Cambridge.

We share the University’s mission to contribute to society through the pursuit of
education, learning and research at the highest international levels of excellence.

www.cambridge.org
Information on this title: www.cambridge.org/9781009221436

DOI: 10.1017/9781009221443
© Naomi T. Campa 2024

This work is in copyright. It is subject to statutory exceptions and to the provisions
of relevant licensing agreements; with the exception of the Creative Commons version
the link for which is provided below, no reproduction of any part of this work may take
place without the written permission of Cambridge University Press.

An online version of this work is published at doi.org/10.1017/9781009221443
under a Creative Commons Open Access license CC-BY-NC 4.0 which permits
re-use, distribution and reproduction in any medium for non-commercial purposes
providing appropriate credit to the original work is given. You may not
distribute derivative works without permission. To view a copy of this license, visit
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/ 4.0

All versions of this work may contain content reproduced under license from third
parties. Permission to reproduce this third-party content must be obtained from these
third-parties directly.

When citing this work, please include a reference to the DOI 10.1017/9781009221443
First published 2024
A catalogue record for this publication is available from the British Library
A Cataloging-in-Publication data record for this book is available from the Library of Congress

ISBN 978-1-009-22143-6 Hardback
ISBN 978-1-009-22139-9 Paperback

Cambridge University Press & Assessment has no responsibility for the persistence
or accuracy of URLs for external or third-party internet websites referred to in this
publication and does not guarantee that any content on such websites is, or will remain,
accurate or appropriate.

Downloaded from https://www.cambridge.org/core. IP address: 216.73.216.163, on 23 Oct 2025 at 07:08:49, subject to the Cambridge Core terms of
use, available at https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms. https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009221443


www.cambridge.org
www.cambridge.org/9781009221436
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009221443
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009221443
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/9781009221443
https://www.cambridge.org/core/terms
https://doi.org/10.1017/9781009221443
https://www.cambridge.org/core

